Writing Instruction in the Disciplines (WID) Committee MINUTES
April 27th, 2017
Algonquin Room,  University Union
PRESENT:Munia Cabal-Jiménez, chair; Amy Burke, Terry Solomonson, Ritchie Gabbei,Neil Baird,  LeslieMelim, Carmen Keist,; Anna Valeva, Lukas Urbane, voting members;MagdalynHelwig, Ex Officio. Visiting: Buzz Hoon, Eun Go, Bill Knox, Broadcasting and Journalism.
 1. Call to order was given at 2:02PM
 2. New Members were welcomed: Carmen Keist, Dietetics, Fashion Merchandising and Hospitality; Anna Valeva, Economics and Decision Sciences; Lukas Urbane, student representative.
 3. Agenda was approved.
 4. Minutes from 4-6-17 were approved with changes.
 5. Review of updates to Music and Art. Professor Cabal Jiménez noted that the requested materials for the MUS309/391 and ART 392/394/397 had been submitted.  The proposals were without any additional discussion.
 6. WID Designation proposal for JOUR 330 (Magazine and Feature Writing) Magdalyn Helwig noted that some of the forms were incomplete, but regardless that the forms follow the old guidelines – would like to see it revised to new guidelines as if they were proposing a new course.  Professor Cabal Jiménez noted that there are no sample assignments or syllabi submitted with the form. Magdalyn Helwig noted that the intro to all four forms are identical (which was fine), but that there is some confusion regarding the numbering of the old vs. new course numbers (430 vs 330) in the description for 330. Regarding 348, it appears that a new description was not filled out compared to the form for 330.  As a result Magdalyn Helwig concluded that the committee could approve the proposal for JOUR 330, but that the proposal for 340 would have to be resubmitted. Professor Cabal Jiménez noted that the submitted syllabus provides detailed information about the assignments.  There was some confusion about the location of the WID notification that was cleared up.  After being appraised of the completeness of the 330 proposal, Buzz Hoon noted that they will take the other proposals back to complete them in accordance to the guidelines and suggestions that were made.  Magdalyn Helwig noted that the forms were done as a “boilerplate”, and that it appeared that the necessary revisions had either been left out or not saved to the files.
 7. WID Designation proposal for JOUR 340 (Fundamentals of Public Relations).   Since the form was incomplete there are no samples or listings of writing-specific activities. Eun Go, who will be teaching the course, noted that they will have to include those in the new submission. She also noted that she rarely uses a textbook for the class, but does pass out peer examples to model for writing, such as press releases. Magdalyn Helwig noted that the journalism classes seem well structured to meet the new WID requirements, but she is less convinced that the broadcasting courses are.  Buzz Hoon acknowledged that the Broadcasting Curriculum is being re-aligned and most likely will not. 
 8. WID Designation proposal for JOUR 348 (advertising copy and layout). Also missing syllabi and examples. Professor Cabal Jiménez pointed out that the same omissions in this proposal have resulted in the same situation. Buzz Hoon apologized and reaffirmed that “we’ll get that finished.” 
 9. WID Designation proposal for ENG 381 (Technical Communication)Magdalyn Helwig explained that in English there is the English Language and Literature Major, and English Education, which are served by other WID courses. 380 and 381 are reserved for other majors, such as BGS.  Professor Cabal Jiménez noted that the syllabi is missing the WID statement, Bill Knox noted that it could be added, noted that the course varies depending on the instructor’s area of expertise, which becomes the topic for the semester.  Magdalyn Helwig noted that what happened was that not what was hoped for in the design of the class. Leslie Melim noted that regardless of the instructor, the WID statement must be added. Without further comment, the committee agreed to accept the proposal with changes. There was some discussion as to whether the location of the WID statement within the syllabus is important, but the inclusion (“blurb”) was singled out as the only requirement.  Magdalyn Helwig noted that majors also take 380 (Introduction to Professional Writing) as part of fulfilling their requirements in WID.
 10. Election of New Chair. Magdalyn Helwig explained that the new chair is usually elected in the spring in order to give the old chair time to prepare the report for the year to the senate and provide transitional time.   Professor Cabal Jiménez noted that next year was her tenure year, and that the primary time requirement of the position was to coordinate documents, read through new proposals, etc.   Terry Solomonson noted that he will probably be leaving the committee since he has been assigned a class which will meet at the scheduled meeting time for the committee.
 11. Establishment of a new meeting time. Professor Cabal Jiménez agreed that she would continue to remain as chair, and nominated herself.  Her nomination was approved unanimously.  A motion was made to move the time to 3:30.  After noting that he could not make that time, Terry Solomonson noted that since there were so many committee members absent, it may be more efficacious to establish a time at the beginning of the semester.  Magdalyn Helwig added that establishing a time via email might be more timely.
 12. [bookmark: _GoBack] NEW BUSINESS – No additional business was brought forth to the committee. Professor Cabal-Jiménez thanked the committee for their efforts, wished everyone a pleasant summer, and requested a motion to adjourn.
 13. Adjournment at 2:54 PM.  The time for the next meeting will be announced at a later date.

Respectfully submitted,
Terry Solomonson
Recording Secretary

