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The 2011 - 2012 academic year was my second year as a member of CIE and first as Chair of the Council.  It was also the fourth year that CIE has dealt with the procedures for operationalizing the Foreign Language/Global Issues Requirement and first in which the new degree requirement for undergraduate students actually came into effect.

Course Approval

During the past academic year, CIE approved (either outright or pending revisions of materials submitted to the committee) an additional 6 Discipline Specific Global Issues courses and 3 Short Term Study Abroad courses.  Of these courses, Faculty Senate approved all but one for GI status.  The remaining course (FCS 375) should come back to Faculty Senate for reconsideration early in the fall of 2012.  There are now a total of 51 Discipline Specific Global Issues courses available to students, 22 General Education Global Issues courses, and 3 Short Term Study Abroad Courses.  

In addition, a backlog of 17 courses existed from the 2010 – 2011 academic year. These were courses that had come before CIE during that year and were sent back to departments with requests for revisions of various types.  Six courses were from the Art Department, two from Theatre and Dance, and nine from Sociology/Anthropology.  However, the courses remained pending with the Faculty Senate office at the start of 2011.  After reviewing many original course proposals and syllabi, and communicating with faculty, Department Chairs, and Chairs of Curriculum Committees, 15 courses have been pulled for consideration by departments, with ANTH 249 and ARTH 496 coming before CIE.  ANTH 249 was denied GI status by the committee, while Faculty Senate ultimately approved ARTH 496 for GI status this past spring.

Finally, one early focus for the 2012 – 2013 academic year will be to determine, which departments, if any, have yet to formally choose the manner in which their students can satisfy FL/GI.  By default, those students can meet the requirement by choosing any of the four available options; intermediate proficiency of a foreign language, approved general education course, approved 300 level or above discipline specific course, or a short-term study abroad course.  As Chair of CIE, I will contact these departments to determine if the default choice is the one they wish to retain for future.

CIE Policies and Procedures

Over the past year, CIE undertook a line-by-line examination of our Policies and Procedures document, which dated back to March of 2007.  Faculty Senate approved an updated version of the document that reflects the operational details for the FL/GI graduation requirement and serves as a guide for anyone wishing to understand the duties of the committee as assigned by the Faculty Senate. The document also includes a small (but not unimportant) change to CIE’s mission statement, initially requested by the Chair of the Department of Social Work, as well as an appeals process for students wishing to transfer a course and receive FL/GI credit.  The process starts with a student’s advisor, and at a minimum requires a letter from the student justifying the transfer request, as well as a syllabus for the course, both submitted to CIE for review by the full committee.   Faculty Senate approved the appeal process during the 2010-2011 academic year.

Visitors to CIE Meetings

In an effort to educate new committee members and myself as Chair of CIE on the history and rationale for the FL/GI requirement, I invited Dr. Martin Maskarenic to attend our meeting on 11/28/11.  Dr. Maskarenic served on the first Senate adhoc committee dealing with FL/GI, and was Chair of the second Senate adhoc committee dealing with the then proposed degree requirement.

At the request of one of CIE’s committee members, 2 faculty members from the Department of Foreign Languages (Dr. Guada Cabedo-Timmons and Dr. Catherine R. Moore) visited our meeting on 12/5/11.  They expressed a number of concerns about the requirement itself, that they feel it is having a deleterious affect on their unit, and that there may be some discouragement at the advisor level for students to pursue degree offerings and courses in the department.  Detailed minutes of this meeting are posted on the Faculty Senate website.
Our last guest was Dr. Richard Carter, WIU’s Director of Distance Learning, International Studies, and Outreach.  At his request, he spoke to CIE at our meeting on 3/26/12.  His basic concern was that the institution lacked enough online Global Issues courses (particularly Discipline Specific courses) to satisfy the needs of distance learning students pursuing the Bachelor of General Studies degree, and that in the short term this would be a large issue for current BGS students, and in the long term might well discourage distance learning students from enrolling at WIU.  The concern came about, in part, with the requirement in effect starting with the 2012 – 2013 academic year, that students must take courses offered at WIU to satisfy the FL/GI requirement.  As a way of mediating the issue, CIE recommended a two-year waiver period during which a student transferring in courses articulated as satisfying a WIU course requirement with the GI status attached, will be viewed as having satisfied the FL/GI undergraduate degree requirement.  
After much debate, Faculty Senate approved a one-year waiver period and instructed CIE to bring a tenable solution to the Senate early in the fall of 2012.  To this end, I met with Dr. Carter in mid-July and will come before the Senate to address the issue no later than the meeting scheduled for September 11th, 2012.

Work In Progress

During the 2011-2012 academic year, CIE began work on review procedures for FL/GI courses.  Once a course has been approved and taught for a period of time, CIE has the charge of determining how well those courses are meeting the goals and objectives established by Faculty Senate for FL/GI curricula.  We have developed an overall review process, part of which includes a Course Evaluation Questionnaire.  Our next step is to solicit feedback on the evaluation instrument and review process, and after making appropriate revisions, seek approval from the Faculty Senate.  We would like to have the review process in place for the 2013 – 2014 academic year, with an initial committee consensus that FL/GI approved courses should be examined every 2 - 3 years for recertification.

Finally, CIE would like to focus more attention on supporting international activities on campus, and a portion of our meetings during the 2012 – 2013 academic year will be devoted to discussing how we might be effective in this role.

Thanks

I would like to formally thank Dr. Clayton Ray Diez and Dr. Samit Chakravorti for doing great work in a sub-committee of CIE devoted to the review process, to Emily Gorlewski for taking the minutes, and to all Council members for their efforts and thoughtful comments during the past year.  

Officers for 2011-2012 Academic Year

Michael Stryker will serve as the Chair of CIE.  Emily Gorlewski will serve as recording secretary.

Dr. Michael Stryker
Chair – CIE, 2011 – 1212
Associate Professor of Music
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