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Fall 2020 CGE Members
  
					
Andrea Alveshere, Chair (2022)	Anthropology			(Social Sciences)
Lori Baker-Sperry (2021)		Liberal Arts & Sci.		(Multicultural)
Robert Kelly (2021)			LEJA				(At-large)
Wanmo Koo (2022)			Mgmt. & Marketing		(At-large)
Sherry Lindquist (2023)		Art & Design			(Humanities/Fine Arts)
Tonya Little, Vice Chair (2023)	Communication		(Basic Skills/Public Speaking)
Lia Petracovici (2023)			Math & Philosophy		(Math/Natural Sciences)
Yong Tang (2022)			Broadcasting & Journalism	(Humanities/Fine Arts)
Craig Tollini, Secretary (2021)	Sociology			(Social Sciences)
Seyfi Turkelli (2022)			Math & Philosophy		(Math/Natural Sciences)
Vacant							(Basic Skills/Writing)
Vacant							(Human Well-Being)
Da’Veonna Campbell			Student Gov't. Assoc. 
Jim Schmidt				C.A.S.  			(Ex-officio, Dean's Council Rep.)
Mark Mossman			Office of Provost 		(Ex-officio, Provost's Rep.)
Michelle Yager			Advising Center 		(Ex-officio, COAA Rep.)

1.  Call to order at 3:33.
2.  Minutes from September 24th, 2020 approved. Motion to approve by Tonya Little and seconded by Lia Petracovici. 
3.  Additions to Agenda: None.
4.  Roll Call: Lori Baker-Sperry, Robert Kelly, and Mark Mossman absent. 
5.  Announcements: None. 

NEW BUSINESS

6.  Welcome new student member: Andrea Alveshere welcomed Da’Veonna Campbell, said the Council welcomes the SGA representative’s perspective, provided encouragement to provide that perspective, and asked if there are any questions. Da’Veonna Campbell asked what the Council addressed, and Andrea Alveshere said it focuses on General Education, addressing topics like adding courses to the General Education program, assessing how well General Education courses meet their goals, and providing feedback regarding if General Education courses taken at colleges and other universities are similar to those taught at WIU. 

7.  Formation of the assessment subcommittee: Andrea Alveshere provided background information about the subcommittee and the upcoming accreditation. The subcommittee was established about two years ago, with Lori Baker-Sperry as the chair. The subcommittee has reviewed departments’ reports and provided feedback, with a focus on meeting the criteria for accreditation. The accreditation visit is scheduled for early 2021. Andrea Alveshere tabled the vote on the subcommittee to a meeting when Lori Baker-Sperry and/or Mark Mossman could be present because of their knowledge and experience with this process, with the understanding that the subcommittee should be formed as soon as possible. Both Robert Kelly and Craig Tollini have said they could serve on the subcommittee. Robert Kelly is relatively new to WIU but is willing to serve and learn about the assessment process. Craig Tollini said he could serve if needed. If any other members are interested and willing to serve, they should inform Andrea Alveshere or Lori Baker-Sperry. Craig Tollini mentioned other members can volunteer if they are interested, but they should not feel pressured to volunteer because there appear to be enough members to serve. Andrea Alveshere said there appears to be a tentative slate, which can be modified and voted upon at the next meeting. 

8. Reports
a. Provost -- Mark Mossman, Interim Associate Provost: not present/no report
b. CAS – Jim Schmidt: no report
c. University Advising -- Michelle Yager provided a reminder that advance registration for Spring 2021 has moved up two weeks to 10/19. The date for Summer 2021/Fall 2021 registration has similarly moved up two weeks, to 3/15. There will be virtual new student registration events, and there will be virtual orientation events on 11/13 and 1/8. Seyfi Turkelli asked how the number of new students for Spring 2021 compares to Spring 2020. Jim Schmidt and Michelle Yager provided numbers based on information from last week. There are 466 new graduate students admitted for Spring 2021, compared to 256 in Spring 2020 (the number for Spring 2020 appears to be due to issues international students had entering the country). There are 90 freshmen admitted for Spring 2021, compared to 43 in Spring 2020. There are 133 transfer students admitted for Spring 2021, compared to 161 in Spring 2020. These numbers refer to admitted students, who may not enroll. New student registration begins on 12/2, and the drop date has been pushed back to 11/22. Michelle Yager said it will be interesting to see the number of students who drop courses and if this number could be connected to issues with online instruction (e.g., having one class on Zoom and another that meets face-to-face and scheduling conflicts that result when faculty change the time of class meetings). So far, the first year advisors seem to think this semester is similar to Spring 2020.
d. Student Learning Assessment Subcommittee – Lori Baker-Sperry: not present/no report
e. CGE Chair – Andrea Alveshere: Andrea Alveshere said the Council is not conducting or reviewing a major revamp or review of General Education and tends to have short agendas. As a result, the Council could consider discussing various topics or drafting statements or recommendations. For instance, there seems to be value in creating a statement (tailored to students) that that helps students understand why they should take General Education courses. In addition, there could be continuing discussion of online teaching. Da’Veonna Campbell expressed interest in continuing the discussion of online teaching, mentioning issues connected to not needing to open WesternOnline or to be somewhere or meet at a certain time and to a professor showing a recording of a lecture from one section of a course instead of allowing students from other sections of the same course to livestream the lecture while it is being recorded. Andrea Alveshere mentioned possible explanations for some of these issues, namely some classrooms not having the technology to conduct certain types of livestreaming or recording and faculty not being able to have synchronous meetings because they live with family members who may interrupt those meetings.

9.  Good of the Order: There was some presentation and discussion of issues related to teaching this semester. For instance, Seyfi Turkelli mentioned problems students encounter because of COVID-related restrictions (e.g., not being able to receive hands-on teaching and to physically meet faculty in their offices) and wondered if these issues might impact registration. Wanmo Koo mentioned using a personal webcam for a face-to-face course because students did not attend due to health concerns. There was some discussion regarding Zoom and Google Meet. This included a suggestion for WIU to pay for more professional Zoom licenses, as well as the related issue of how permanent links for Zoom and Google Meet are. There are permanent Zoom links for hybrid courses, and the Office of Student Activities can set up a permanent Google Meet link for a student organization. The record feature is still available on Google Meet, and links for Zoom and Google Meet meetings can be posted in WesternOnline. 

ADJOURNMENT

Meeting adjourned: Motion to adjourn by Tonya Little and seconded by Sherry Linquist. Meeting adjourned 4:08pm. 

Next Meeting of CGE:  October 22nd, 2020

Subsequent Fall 2020 CGE Meetings:

· November 5th
· November 19th
· December 3rd

Proposed List of CGE subgroups to evaluate articulation requests:

Communication Skills:  Little, Vacant
Humanities/Fine Arts:  Lindquist, Tang
Social Sciences:  Alveshere, Tollini
Natural Sciences/Math:  Petracovici, Turkelli
MC/FLGI:  Baker-Sperry 
Human Well-Being:  Vacant    
