
 

Ø Invite others on the route 
to join us. 

Ø Avoid lengthy debates, 
discussions, and 
arguments during the 
protest. These can 
escalate into conflict, and 
also tend to distract you 
away from the focus of the 
protest. Instead, offer 
visitors a pamphlet and 
perhaps a way to contact 
you for follow-up 
discussion. 

Ø Refrain from the following 
(and encourage fellow 
protesters to do the same):  
o Yelling insults at 

people who disagree 
with you 

o Vandalizing public or 
private property 

o Spitting or throwing 
water 

o Resorting to violence 
of any kind 

WIU Race 4 
Justice: Black 
Lives Matter 

 

Ø March on the sidewalk, not 
in the streets. 

Ø Be respectful of the March 
Marshalls who are wearing 
a yellow ribbon on their 
arm.  They are charged 
with helping guide 
marchers. 

Ø Listen for call and response 
chants being lead by chant 
leaders. 

Ø Be prepared to answer 
questions from passers-by. 
Know your facts. You'll 
look uninformed if you 
can't answer questions.  

Ø Make sure everything you 
say is truthful. Even if you 
mis-state one fact, if the 
person you are speaking to 
catches this then your 
whole credibility has been 
damaged. You shouldn't 
have to skew the truth for 
what you're protesting.  

Ø Avoid violence at all costs! 
Violence undermines the 
credibility of our message 
and gives police a lawful 
reason to shut us down. 
 

 
1:00pm 
Marchers meet at WIU’s Q Lot 
(south west corner), leave for 
Sherman Hall. 
 
1:30pm 
Marchers arrive at Sherman 
Hall. 
 
2:00pm 
Marchers arrive at the Union 
Plaza located north of Union 
and Southwest of the Hanson 
Field for speeches from 
members of the concerned 
community. 

Schedule 

Please remember the 
following to ensure a 

Peaceful Protest: 

@WIURace4Justice 

#WIURace4Justice 

12.12.14 



 

   

WIU Race 4 Justice: Black Lives Matter 

 WIU’s Expanding Cultural Diversity Project (ECDP), Center for the Study of 
Masculinities and Men’s Development (CSMMD), and The Western Organization for 
Women (WOW) invite you to participate in a Solidarity March and Rally. This peaceful 
demonstration will allow WIU students, faculty, and employees and Macomb 
community members to show solidarity for racial justice and stand up and proclaim 
that BLACK LIVES MATTER HERE; that ALL lives matter and we must join 
together to demand racial justice. 

As members of an educational community, we need to discuss the critical reality 
that every 28 hours an unarmed black person is killed in this country. For example, 
Michael Brown, an unarmed teenager who was preparing to enter college in a few days 
was shot and killed in Ferguson, Missouri on August 9th.  On July 17th Eric Garner was 
killed in Staten Island after a police officer put him in an apparent chokehold, a tactic 
banned by the New York City Police Department.  In both cases recent grand jury 
decisions “no billed” the incidents and refused to take them forward for prosecution.  
Many people have expressed disagreement with these decisions, that they have lost 
trust in our judicial process, that the police cannot be trusted, and that people of color 
continue to be targeted for oppression. 
 We have spoken to members of our WIU and Macomb community who are 
frustrated, sad, discouraged, and want to do something about the aftermath of such 
events. Moreover, these events are neither new nor isolated.  The systematic racial and 
other forms of oppression have been woven into the fabric of our culture since the 
beginning of our democracy.  And we feel fortunate to live in a country where we can 
raise issues of discrimination and oppression in order to reduce the space between 
what our democratic contract says and how it is enacted.  As Dr. Martin Luther King 
said in his last speech the night before he was assassinated, “What I say to America is, 
be true to what you said on paper…but somewhere I read of the freedom of 
speech…somewhere I read that the greatness of American is to protest for our rights.” 

Next Steps toward 
Social Justice  

Ø Consider joining efforts of other 
social justice oriented groups on 
campus such as: Men Advocating 
Non-Violence, The Sacred Circle, 
Feminist Action Alliance, The 
Center for the Study of 
Masculinities and Men’s 
Development, The Women’ s 
Center, Women of Western, 
Expanding Cultural Diversity 
Project, Difficult Conversations 
Planning Committee, etc. 

 
Ø We are interested in your story. If 

you would like to share your 
response to recent events in a less 
public manner, please contact 
Rebekah Buchanan who will be 
collecting perspectives on issues 
raised in today's events. You can 
contact Rebekah at rj-
buchanan@wiu.edu.  

 
Ø Tweet us at @WIUrace4justice 

when you encounter racism or 
other forms of oppression. We 
want to collect stories and use the 
incidents to bring change; or keep 
in touch with us on Facebook at 
WIU Race for Justice:  Black 
Lives Matter, 
https://www.facebook.com/wiubla
cklivesmatter 


