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During the fall 2016 semester, it was one to remember for all the different Sport Clubs. Many
clubs had achievements and firsts in their club history. Women’s Rugby made the playoffs
and President Kessling starred in the Sport Club Corner. Men’s bowling had the dynasty team
of the 2000’s honored in the Rec Center and halftime of the football game as they got to walk
onto the field. Men’s Lacrosse finished in the top five of their tournament at Lewis University.
In addition, there was just as much to be proud of off the field as there was on the field success.
Many new presidents took over and stepped in flawlessly. Many teams helped out around
campus and fundraised for their club. As my time of the Sport Clubs Graduate Assistant comes
to an end, I am very proud of how the clubs and presidents grew since I have been here.

PAINTBALL CLUB
DONNY SCHULTZ

The Western Illinois University Paintball Team competes in
the National Collegiate Paintball Association (NCPA), which
has the mission statement, “A club for every campus.” The
NCPA works to provide resources to aid in the creation,
maintenance, and growth of paintball at colleges and
universities, reduce expenses for college students, and
increase participation in the sport of paintball. The WIU
Paintball team also competes in local tournaments at Pekin
Paintball and CPX Sports that are not part of the NCPA in an
effort to increase awareness that WIU has a paintball team
in order to draw members to the University. It also helps
grow the sport locally. In the spring semester 2017 the WIU
Paintball Team will compete at the national level against
roughly 50 other colleges and universities from across the
nation by attending the NCPA Nationals held in Florida.
Each semester the club continues to grow. Fall semester 2015 the club only had 5 tournament players and a few additional
recreational members. Now we have 15 total members with about 13 playing on the tournament team. We wish to continue
our growth and continue bringing paintball players interested in competing in tournament paintball to Western Illinois University.

MEN’S SOCCER
ERIC VAUGHN

At the beginning of the year we had high hopes to be
competitive in all of our match, we were returning 10
starters. We had two games scheduled for this season, one
home and one away. Our game at SIUE and was a loss.
During the remainder of the fall season we are continuing
to work on getting better as a team. Our practices are very
important as we look to get better by playing more as a team.
We do a lot of drills and at the end of practice we put it all
together and scrimmage. It is a great group of guys who are
really passionate about the game. For our next semester
we are looking at schedule a bunch of games when the
weather warms up. To get us ready for the outdoor games,
we try and schedule at least one or two indoor matches. I
am really excited for next semester and cannot wait until to
see the team grow over the next year.

WOMEN’S RUGBY HITS
CHAMPIONSHIPS
KIRSTEN KESSLING

This season started off a little shaky. We only had six veterans. We didn’t even have enough to make a team on the field. We
needed nine more players in order to have a full team to play in a match. Determined to keep the club alive, our team set out to
find new players to teach them the sport we all love. Through recruiting and word of mouth, we had more girls than ever before
show up to our first practice. By the end of our first week, we knew this season was going to be one of our best. These new players
added to our passion for rugby. We all were determined to make this season a success.
Our first couple, of matches were a work in progress as these were a learning experience for the new members. However, by our
second match, we were well on our way to becoming a highly competitive team. We played many equally competitive teams. We
had played over the years. These were teams that we had not stood a chance to in previous meetings. However, this year, we won
many of the matches against them. We played so well that we came in second in our conference. This allowed us to have a slot in
the championships. This is the first time in WIU Women’s Rugby history that we had been invited to the championships. We were
beyond excited. We knew that it would be tough, but we were ready to show Marquette University what Western Illinois University
is made of. The match was one of our best in the club’s history. We played a great match, even being down some key players.
Despite out tremendous effort and being down players, we fell to Marquette. Although we all were down, we were all proud and
happy with the outcome of our season. It was the best season us, as a club, have ever had. We look forward to our tournament
season next spring.We hope that our hard work and dedication will continue to pay off.

EQUESTRIAN
MADISON ANDRAE

Throughout this fall semester, the Equestrian Club
has made some changes. We have now been granted
permission to ride on campus at the WIU Livestock
Center. We hold practices every Monday and Thursday.
The Equestrian Club has brought the Show Team back
to the club and will be competing throughout the school
year. We have welcomed many new members to the
club as well as a new annual fundraiser. On October
15th, we hosted out 1st Annual Memorial Trail Ride in
Keithsburg, IL. Next year we plan to expand and make
it a weekend camping trail ride to encourage people
from further away to make the drive. Currently, we are
preparing for the AG Mech Show, the Illinois Horse Fair,
and the Equestrian Experience.

MEN’S VOLLEYBALL
BRAD BASALA

The Western Illinois Men’s Volleyball Club has had an
interesting start to the season, but there are signs of progress.
We have competed in two tournaments during the fall semester,
both times placing 3rd in the silver bracket. These two
tournaments took place at Iowa State and Bradley University.
Both tournaments we were very competitive and loved the fight
from our guys. With a lot of new faces I am excited that we
finished in third in both of the tournaments.
For the spring semester, we are happy to announce that we
will be rejoining the MWPVC conference. We have are also
pleased to announce that we will be having our first home
tournament in February along with welcoming back some of
our former club players. We are looking forward to making it
back to Nationals this coming year after our absence last year.
This team has been great so far and am really looking forward
to next semester where we can play in more tournaments and
go to Nationals.

ULTIMATE FRISBEE RECRUITS TO REBUILD
KELLY CROWLEY

This season has been a major rebuilding for our club. We came
in with around 12 returning players and then did some major
recruiting to bring in 8 consistent, new players. Our placings
during the previous spring season ranked us 367 out of 413
Division I men’s teams. Although we compete in the open
divisions during the spring, we are working on getting as many
female players involved as possible. It is our hope to start a
women’s team in the near future.
This fall, we competed in all mixed tournaments (teams with
both female and male players, rather than a separate men’s
and women’s division). Our first tournament of the season was
at Illinois State University, in which we sent a very rookie-heavy
team to allow for our new players to get a taste of the Ultimate
Frisbee atmosphere. We came very close to winning a few
games, but our focus was to help our players learn and grow
from the experience. Their tremendous growth was evident the
very next weekend, when we sent our team to Southern Illinois
University in Carbondale, where we went 3-4 for the weekend.
The triumph spurred the greatest turnout at practices we have
ever seen--roughly 24 people.
Our final tournament of the season was our home tournament,
Western Classi; it was a major success for our team. We
hosted 10 teams, the most we’ve had in many years. College
of DuPage went home with the first place trophy, which was
gifted to us by one of our newest sponsors, Hucket.
As we progressed this fall season, we have been taking
advantage of sponsorships and social media to spread
awareness of our team. We look forward to working hard this
winter season to master the basic fundamentals of the game
so we can come out strong in the spring.

