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SUAA FALL LUNCHEON
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 11, 2016

SOCIAL HOUR 11:30
 LUNCH AT NOON

WESLEY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
1212 W CALHOUN STREET

MACOMB

MENU

Chicken Tetrazzini
Broccoli with lemon butter sauce

Raspberry pineapple salad topped with sour cream 
and pecans
Hot bread

Spiced apple cake with cream cheese frosting

Vegetable Tetrazzini for the vegetarian selection

The cost will be $14 per person

The reservations should be sent to Gil Belles and that 
form should include the name(s) of the person 

sending in the reservation and check.

SUAA FALL LUNCHEON RESERVATION FORM

RSVP BY THURSDAY! OCTOBER 6, 2016

I/we plan to attend the Fall Luncheon on Tuesday, 
October 11 at noon.

Name(s):

Number Attending:  

Main Course Selection (Indicate number):

              ______ Chicken Tetrazzini                
_______ Vegetable Tetrazzini

For reservations, please make checks payable to 
WIU-SUAA.  Remit $14 per person to:

Gil Belles
221 Columbia St

Macomb, IL 61455
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT:
Patti Jones
Greetings to all of our retirees and active WIU employees!  This message is going to all WIU staff members 
who  are  a  part  of  the  SURS program because  ALL of  you  are  eligible  for  membership  in  SUAA (State 
University Annuitants Association).  Our local chapter is very active.  Just to name a few things we have done in 
the past three months: we presented our distinguished outgoing State Senator, John Sullivan, with a painting by 
local artist  Fred Jones as a farewell as John returns to private life after years of public service.  We were 
featured for contributing to the natural beauty of our local environment by supporting the McDonough County 
Historical Society with a tree planted in the Rezab Family Prairie Meadow.   In September we held a candidates’ 
forum for our members to hear the views of our two candidates for the contested seat for the 93rd district 
Illinois House of Representatives.  But, our main activity is to advocate and educate on behalf of WIU retirees 
and current employees regarding issues related to retirement benefits.   If you are not a member, now is the time 
to join.  See the message from our Membership Co-chairs on how to join.  Add your voice to the almost 16,000 
members of SUAA.  We look forward to seeing you at our October 11 luncheon and our other activities.

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE:
Nick Pano

The top priority for the Illinois General Assembly when it convenes for its “veto session” on November 
15 must be to prepare an FY 2017 budget. The so-called “stopgap budget” approved by legislators and the 
governor in June is not a budget but rather a temporary spending plan. It cobbled together a patchwork of less-
than-adequate funding arrangements for a variety of state agencies and services, including Illinois public higher 
education, until the end of 2016.

Illinois enjoys the dubious distinction of being the only state in the nation that has functioned without a 
formal budget for over a year. This situation has created serious difficulties for virtually all  state agencies, 
public education at every level, as well as many non-public, state supported programs. Illinois has received 
worldwide negative publicity stemming from its inability to face up to this situation.

The legislative veto session is scheduled to begin the week following the 2016 general election. It is 
unlikely that there will be any significant changes in the composition of the newly elected General Assembly, 
which will meet in mid-January 2017. Thus, there is little justification to delay moving ahead with at least the 
preliminary work on a FY 2017 budget proposal during the veto session.
 Only 50 of the 118 seats of the state House of Representatives, where the Democrats currently enjoy a 
71-47 super majority, are being contested. Although the Democrats could lose their super majority, they will 
continue to be the dominant party in this chamber and will undoubtedly re-elect Speaker Michael Madigan to 
his current position. 



Similarly, with contests in only 12 of the 40 state Senate seats that will be voted on this year, it  is 
apparent that the Democrats will be able to preserve their super majority in that body and that Senator John  
Cullerton will continue to serve as its President.

This scenario ensures that the troika of Governor Bruce Rauner, who is not up for election this year, 
along with Madigan and Cullerton will again be the key players in this next and more critical phase of the 
Illinois political power struggle. It is imperative that this trio focus its efforts on overcoming their political, 
personal and ideological differences that have produced the present budgetary crisis with its destructive impact 
on many aspects of the quality of life in Illinois. 

Legislators of both parties must also intensify their efforts to work cooperatively to develop realistic, 
long-range solutions to the fiscal and related issues that confront our state. This process needs to begin during 
the  veto  session.  The  longer  that  Springfield  delays  in  addressing  these  challenges  the  more  difficult  and 
unpalatable the solutions. 

We should not be reticent in making our opinions and expectations—especially on matters pertaining to 
the financing of Illinois public higher education and retiree benefits-- known to our legislators and legislative 
candidates. And we need to vote our convictions on November 8 or during the early voting period.

BENEFITS OFFICE:
Linda Farr

FLU SHOT CLINIC FALL 2016
The  flu  shot  clinic  will  be  held  on  Wednesday,  October  12,  2016  from  8:30am  –  4:00pm  in  the 

University Union Heritage Room.  Shots are available to all WIU employees/retirees and other state agency 
employees.   Please have your state health ID card available at  the door.   Dependents and spouses are not 
eligible.

MEMBERSHIP CO-CHAIRS:
Maureen Marx & Karen Helmers, Co-Chairs
     As you see, we have a new membership co-chair, Maureen Marx, who joined our executive board for our 
local WIU SUAA Chapter.  We welcome Maureen to our executive board and know she will do a great job 
recruiting new members and working with all of the current members.
     As your membership co-chairs, you will see us busily recruiting at numerous events throughout the year.  We 
will set up a table to recruit new members at the Flu Shot Clinic held on the Western Illinois University campus 
October 12.  We will also have brochures and information at all of our local SUAA events.  Please stop by the 
table and ask any questions you may have or pick up an application.  Remember: SUAA is an organization for 
both retirees and for current employees.
     If you are not a SUAA member, why should you join?  The answer is simple — SUAA is at the forefront 
working with our legislators to protect any deeper “reforms” to the public pension systems and the healthcare 
benefit systems. It is imperative now for public university employees, both past and present, to band together to 
preserve our pensions and our healthcare benefits.  
     To join, log on to www.suaa.org or fill out the Membership Application in this newsletter. Send the form and 
either a check for annual dues $42.00 or the Dues Deduction Authorization Form to:

SUAA
217 E. Monroe Suite 100

Springfield, IL   62701

If you have any questions please contact either:
Karen Helmers at 1003 Bayberry Lane, Macomb, IL   61455 or 309 333-4813
Maureen Marx at 15 North Coal Road; Colchester, IL   62326 or 309 776-3080

Historical Society Honors Donors
The Western Illinois University chapter of State University Annuitants Association (SUAA), Patti Jones, 

president,  was  recently  recognized  by  the  McDonough County  Historical  Society  as  the  ninth  donor  who 
sponsored trees planted in the Rezab Family Prairie Meadow at the corner of West Adams and Wigwam Hollow 



Road.
A bronze plaque with the WIU/SUAA name has been attached to a concrete paver near the base of the 

chapter’s tree. The popular and biological tree name is also attached to the paver.
The chapter officers and executive board offered to sponsor a tree that was planted in 2013. It is a Sugar 

Maple (acer saccharum).
The Rezab Family Prairie Meadow honors the community contributions of Don and Gordana Rezab, 

both  deceased.  The  pioneer  prairie  will  evolve  into  a  reflective  and  contemplative  area  south  of  the  Old 
Macomb Cemetery. 

Community volunteers work together to create a savannah prairiescape representing the native trees, 
bushes, and grasses growing in this area in the mid nineteenth century. It is a long-term process.

WIU/SUAA Honors Senator John Sullivan
On July  12,  board  members  of  WIU/SUAA gathered  in  the  Macomb office  of  State  Senator  John 

Sullivan to present him with a gift in honor of his 14 years of service and his upcoming retirement from the 
Senate at the end of this legislative term.  

Patti Jones, President of the local chapter, stated:  "Senator Sullivan has always provided a listening ear’ 
for his constituents, especially the retired ones, when we have contacted him, and we have greatly appreciated 
that.  He will be sorely missed when he retires."  

Jones presented Sullivan a painting by local artist Fred Jones. 
SUAA Board, left to right: Candace McLaughlin, Paula Rhodes, Maurine Marx, Senator Sullivan, Patti Jones, Nick Pano, Dennis 
Werling, Gil Belles, and artist Fred Jones.

SUAA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Select the option best for you:
1. _____ Automatic Dues Deduction ($3.50 deducted from your monthly check)
2. _____ Single Payment ($42 annual payment) Make check payable to SUAA

You are:
An _____ Employee   _____ A Retiree   _____ A Spouse   _____ A Spouse and Retiree   _____ A Surviving Spouse

Name  

Spouse

Address  

City   State       Zip



Telephone  

Email
Required for Automatic Dues Deduction: Social Security # (last four digits only)________ I hereby authorize the State 
Universities Retirement System (SURS) or WIU Payroll to deduct each month the amount certified by the WIU/SUAA 
Chapter as current rate of dues. The deduction is to start on the first day of _________________(month). I also authorize 
SURS to provide change of address information to the Chapter.

Signature required Date

Human Resources
State University Annuitants Association Foundation Inc.
1 University Circle
Macomb, IL 61455-1390
Human Resources
State University Annuitants Association Foundation Inc.
1 University Circle
Macomb, IL 61455-1390


