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Snow Bunny Luncheon
Noon
Tuesday, February 4, 2014 
(snow date Tuesday, February 11)

First Presbyterian Church
400 East Carroll
Macomb, IL
	
SUAA will provide roasted turkey, rolls and beverages.  
SUAA members are to bring their own table service. 

Our "speaker" will be 

"Nick Pano bringing us up to date with the SUAA legal fight."
 
											
SNOW BUNNY LUNCHEON

Tuesday, February 4, 2014
(snow date Tuesday, February 11)
Noon at First Presbyterian Church

Please bring your own table service and one of the following: Salad/Vegetable/Dessert

I will bring (Circle one):        Salad            Vegetable          Dessert

Name: ___________________________________________________

Number attending: __________________ 

Respond by January 30 to:  	Penny Yunker
				1901 Riverview Dr
				Macomb,IL 61455
				837-9119 or Yunker@macomb.com



MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT:
Sandra Nelson
The challenges faced by our members this fall in terms of health benefits and legislated pension changes have forced us to question the security we expected in retirement.   Nick Pano's article presents a very clear and concise explanation of the course of events expected in answer to the constitutionality of the questionable legislation that is to take effect in June 2014.   A cost of living increase of three percent in January 2014 is expected, but will change by a complex formula in the future if the legislation is not overturned in the courts. Your SUAA Board will continue to keep you informed of developments related to lawsuits, alliances with other state groups, and legal representation as those decisions are made at the state level.  The legal challenge will be long and costly process.
	A number of our members do not have current email addresses on file with the SUAA office. If you are not receiving emails, send to me  (sa-nelson@wiu.edu) and I will correct with the state, and in our new member directory that will be mailed after the first of the year.
	We hope that you will be able to join us for the Snow Bunny luncheon on February 4 and for the annual dinner meeting on May 13.

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE
Nick Pano
On December 5, 2013, Governor Quinn signed Senate Bill 1 (now PA 98-0599) marking the end of the initial phase of the lengthy and contentious struggle to enact state pension “reform” in Illinois. Despite pressures from a variety of sources, I am pleased that both of our area legislators, Senator John Sullivan and Representative Norine Hammond, opposed the passage of SB 1, which they concluded was of questionable constitutionality.
The battle next moves to the courts. SUAA, the WE ARE ONE coalition, along with other groups are now planning their strategies to prevent the implementation of this new law and to have it declared unconstitutional.
	SUAA has established a “Legal Fund” to underwrite the costs of mounting a legal challenge to the new pension law. You may contribute to this fund on-line by accessing the SUAA Website (www.suaa.org) and following the instructions for on-line donations. If you wish to donate by mail, please direct your contribution to:  SUAA Legal Fund ,  c/o SUAA,  217 East Monroe Street, Suite 100, Springfield, IL  62701.  Your check should be made out to: SUAA Legal Fund.
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Greetings from Membership co-chair Patti Jones: pi-jones@wiu.edu 309-836-8291; and Karen Helmers:  kl-helmers@wiu.edu 309-833-4812.  	We have been quite busy this Fall.  At the gigantic turn out for the CMS presentation about the new Medicare Advantage program, we provided membership information and helped our current members find everything from seats to answers.  Remember all active WIU employees are as eligible for membership as retirees!!  If you are a recent retiree and you had been doing dues deduct from your salary, please contact SURS and make sure they have your authorization to continue the DD from your benefit. While actively employed, the money was deducted by the Payroll office.  Now, it has to be done by SURS to keep you enrolled--and it is NOT automatic.  
	See you at the Snowbunny lunch February 4. Refer potential new members to our WIU website for a membership application: http://www.wiu.edu/state_university_annuitants_association/  
	Please feel free to contact either Patti Jones or Karen Helmers.
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