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SUAA FALL LUNCHEON
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2014
NOON
WESLEY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
1212 W. CALHOUN STREET
MACOMB

MENU

Chicken Tetrazzini,
Green Beans,
Cranberry/Raspberry Salad,
Hot Cornbread with Honey Butter,
Pumpkin Cake with Cinnamon Whipped Cream

Vegetarian Choice:
Spinach/Mushroom Quiche,
Green Beans,
Cranberry/Raspberry Salad,
Hot Cornbread with Honey Butter,
Pumpkin Cake with Cinnamon Whipped Cream

$13.00 per person

The reservations should be sent to Penny Yunker and that form should include the name(s) of the person sending in the reservation and check.
											

SUAA FALL LUNCHEON RESERVATION FORM

RSVP BY FRIDAY! OCTOBER 10, 2014

I/we plan to attend the Fall Luncheon on Tuesday, October 14 at noon.

Name(s):										

Number Attending:  			

Main Course Selection (Indicate number):

______ Chicken Tetrazzini	  _______ Spinach/Mushroom Quiche

For reservations, please make checks payable to WIU-SUAA.  Remit $13 per person to:

Penny Yunker, Treasurer
1901 Riverview Drive
Macomb, IL 61455





MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT:
Marcia Lucas

How nice it is to bring good news!  Recently the Illinois Supreme Court ruled that state-subsidized health insurance is a protected pension benefit and the state cannot charge premiums for it. The Sangamon County court then ruled that the state could no longer deduct health insurance for those who retired with 20 or more years of service.  The amount that was deducted from July 1, 2013 through September 1, 2014 must be repaid to these retirees.  We are still waiting to hear rulings regarding the legality of the legislated pension changes.
On September 18 at 1:30, Illinois State Representative Norine Hammond and State Senator John Sullivan will be at the Wesley United Methodist Church to discuss upcoming legislative activities with our SUAA members.   Please join us and feel free to ask questions.   WIU SUAA directors and members also recently met with Illinois governor candidate Bruce Rauner to discuss many issues that directly affect our SUAA constituency.  We are trying to schedule a similar meeting with Governor Pat Quinn.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	We hope that you will be able to join us for the Fall Luncheon on Tuesday, October 14th.  The local UPI and food bank is currently collecting money to buy books for needy children; thus, a donation jar will be set out at the Luncheon for donations to this worthy project.  Also mark your calendars for the Snow Bunny Potluck on February 3, 2015 and the Annual Dinner meeting on May 12, 2015.

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE:
Nick Pano

	Following the July 3, 2014 Illinois Supreme Court decision that state retiree health care benefits are protected by the state constitution, the case was remanded to the Sangamon County Circuit Court for adjudication. Judge Steven Nardulli, who had previously ruled that our health care benefits did not fall within the scope of the constitution’s pension protection clause, is now reviewing his initial finding in this case in light of the Supreme Court’s decision. On August 28, Judge Nardulli ordered the state to stop collecting health care premiums from retirees enrolled in the state’s group health insurance plan. As of October 1, 2014, SURS will no longer be deducting health insurance premiums from our retiree pension checks. The state will likely not announce any arrangements for the return of the premium payments that have been thus far collected until after a final verdict has been rendered in this case. 

	Given the Illinois Supreme Court’s decision, it seems likely that Judge Nardulli will now find the retiree health changes unconstitutional. In any event, the losing party will likely appeal what it would view as an unfavorable verdict to the Illinois Supreme Court. 
	In the meanwhile, Sangamon Circuit Judge Jon Belz has been hearing arguments presented by attorneys for the WE ARE ONE coalition and SUAA, which are challenging the constitutionality of the so-called “pension reform” legislation (SB1/PA98-0599) passed by the General Assembly and approved by Governor Quinn in December 2013. The judge has already issued a temporary injunction blocking implementation of the law. Judge Belz has also stated that the Supreme Court decision in the state retiree health insurance case will be a “factor” in adjudicating the lawsuits to overturn the pension reform legislation. The next hearing regarding this case is scheduled for October 8, when the lawyers representing WE ARE ONE, SUAA, and other retiree groups will argue that PA98-0599 should be declared unconstitutional in accordance with the Supreme Court decision in the health insurance case. Irrespective of Judge Belz’ opinion, it is likely that there will also be an appeal in this case. At this time, it does not appear that there will be a definitive decision in either of these actions until sometime in 2015. 
	The 2014 Election Day is November 4, with early voting scheduled for October 20 to November 1. This is an important election! SUAA urges all members to consider carefully the positions, especially of gubernatorial and legislative candidates, on issues of greatest concern to you and to vote.

SUAACTION UPDATE:
Nick Pano  

	Those of you who have not contributed to the 2014 SUAAction Fund should have received a letter soliciting your support for this annual campaign. SUAAction is the political action arm of SUAA and provides funding for office holders and candidates supportive of the interests of our Association’s members. You can contribute to SUAAction by check made payable to SUAAction at: SUAAction, P.O. Box 1770, Springfield, Illinois, 62705-1770 or by credit card by accessing the SUAA website (suaa@suaa.org), selecting the SUAAction entry and clicking the credit card payment option.   SUAAction appreciates your continuing support.


BENEFITS OFFICE:
Bill Rupert

FLU SHOT CLINIC FALL 2014

	The annual Flu Shot Clinic at the University will be held on Wednesday, October 8th, 2014 in the second floor University Union Heritage Room. The shot is available to WIU employees, retirees other State agency employees. Please bring your WIU or State ID card and your State Insurance card for verification of eligibility. Dependents and spouses/survivors are not eligible to receive the inoculation.

MEMBERSHIP CO-CHAIRS :
Patti Jones and Karen Helmers 

NOW MORE THAN EVER--JOIN SUAA

As your membership co-chairs, you will see us busily recruiting at numerous events. We will set up a table to recruit new members at the Flu Shot Clinic October 8.  We will have membership applications available and at the SUAA-sponsored meeting with Representative Norine Hammond and Senator John Sullivan on September 18.
If you are not a SUAA member, why should you join?  The answer is simple --- SUAA is at the forefront working with our legislators to protect any deeper reforms to the public pension systems and the healthcare benefit systems.  We work at the grassroots level to make sure that our legislators are educated about the issues related to our pensions and benefits.

The State Universities Annuitants Association (SUAA) is an organization that advocates for current SURS participants --- both retirees and current employees.  With its main office located in Springfield, SUAA works with its membership to assure that legislators, executive officers, and other policymakers are knowledgeable about member issues.
As the membership co-chairs for SUAA, we invite any non-SUAA member to join our organization.  It is imperative now for public university employees, both past and present, to band together to preserve our pensions and our healthcare benefits.  WIU currently has 701 members --- but we need you to join if you have not already done so.  There is strength in numbers when it comes to making strides in Springfield!   To join, log on to www.suaa.org and send the Membership Form with either a check for $42.00 or the Dues Deduction Authorization Form to:

SUAA
217 E. Monroe Suite 100
Springfield, IL  62701

If you do not have computer access, please contact either:
Patti Jones at 727 E. Jackson St., Macomb, IL  61455 or 309-836-8291
Karen Helmers at 1003 Bayberry Lane, Macomb, IL  61455 or 309-833-4812





															
SUAA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Select the option best for you:

1. _____ Automatic Dues Deduction ($3.50 deducted from your monthly check)
2. _____ Single Payment ($42 annual payment) 	Make check payable to SUAA

You are:
An 	_____ Employee   _____ A Retiree   _____ A Spouse   _____ A Spouse and Retiree   _____ A Surviving Spouse

Name							 	Spouse							

Address						 City				  State		 Zip		

Telephone						 Email								

Required for Automatic Dues Deduction: Social Security # (last four digits only)________ I hereby authorize the State Universities Retirement System (SURS) or WIU Payroll to deduct each month the amount certified by the WIU/SUAA Chapter as current rate of dues. The deduction is to start on the first day of _________________(month). I also authorize SURS to provide change of address information to the Chapter.

									Mail signed form to	SUAA
Signature required 				Date					217 E. Monroe Suite 100
												Springfield, Illinois 62701


NEWS NOTE:

MEET AND GREET YOUR STATE LEGISLATORS!

On September 18 at 1:30, Illinois State Representative Norine Hammond and State Senator John Sullivan will be at the Wesley United Methodist Church, Macomb, IL to discuss upcoming legislative activities with our SUAA members.
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