WIU SUAA Board Meeting Minutes

Thursday, February 6, 2014
Wesley United Methodist Church
Present: Belles, Jones, McLaughlin, McLean, Nelson, Pano, Pledge, Rupert, Thompson, Werling, Yunker. 
Nelson called the meeting to order at about 10:05 a.m. 

Minutes: The minutes of the January 9, 2014, board meeting were accepted. Belles/Pledge. The next meeting will be Thursday, March 6, 2014, at Wesley United Methodist Church.
Treasurer’s Report:  In connection with the treasurer’s report, the board formed an audit committee comprised of Pledge and Thompson which will meet this spring. The Treasurer’s report was accepted. Belles/McLean.   
S.A.T. Report: No report. A non-member death: Roger Collins.

Newsletter/Publications Report:  Belles indicated over 80 people registered for the Snow Bunny Potluck, originally scheduled for February 4 but to be held on its snow date February 11.  At least five persons that registered will be unable to attend on the snow date.  Belles asked to be afforded time at the potluck to announce that (1) volunteers are needed as drivers for Meals on Wheels, and that (2) a similar program is being started to provide visits to persons in long-term care facilities.
Report on the new Chapter Directory and the Snow Bunny Potluck: Thompson said review copies of the new directory will to available on tables at the potluck so that chapter members can catch any errors. The directory will go to print after the potluck.  Food has been order for the 70-80 people expected at the potluck. This catered portion of the meal will include turkey, rolls, drinks, and ice. Thompson added that McDonough District Hospital representatives would be on hand at the potluck to screen blood pressure.  

Review of SUAA Legal Fund Pledge:  The board voted to make good on its pledge of $3500 to the fund – with two board members voting opposed. The vote followed discussion in which a reduced contribution of $1000 was considered. WIU-SUAA board members have been concerned that some of the money accumulating in the fund might eventually find its way to other state SUAA expenses. Nelson noted that a member of the state executive committee had indicated the legal fund is secure as a separate account. The legal fund will pay for statewide SUAA’s lawsuit challenging the constitutionality of recently passed pension reform. SUAA is one of several organizations filing suit against the reform.

Board members agreed that chapter members attending the Snow Bunny Potluck should be informed that a revision of the statewide SUAA constitution is underway. Jones noted the state executive committee will hold regional meetings to seek support for the revision, a final version of which has not yet been released. She indicated the revision appears to contain substantial changes that will require careful scrutiny.

Human Resources Update:  Rupert noted that the United Health Care website is now available to those that have switched to the state’s Medicare Advantage Plan, under which UHC provides coverage. McLaughlin reminded that retirees must go to the UHC website for retirees, not to the one for current employees.  Online registration at the UHC website will allow persons covered to follow their accounts online, but is not required for coverage, Rupert said. 

Rupert indicated some people still with Cigna have wondered whether changes in the Cigna network have excluded them.  He said McDonough District Hospital and providers who bills under MDH remain in the Cigna network.

 Rupert reported the state had processed in-network QCHP claims through 4-18-13, and out-of-network QCHP claims through 12-13-12. He said in-network dental claims were 11 weeks behind and out-of-network dental claims 25 weeks behind.
Legislative Report: Pano noted the governor’s annual budget address had been delayed from February 19 to March 26. The legislature split along party lines in voting the delay, Democrats in favor, Republicans opposed. The delay puts the budget address after the March primary election. 


Pano noted two new developments in the Republican gubernatorial primary race. One was that Bruce Rauner had already spent $3 million on his campaign.  Another was that Dan Rutherford faced two potential scandals. In one he was accused of using staff resources from his current position as state treasurer for campaign purposes. In the other he faced a sexual harassment allegation. These developments, Pano said, have impacted the Republican primary race.


Pano also noted two Republicans are seeking the 94th senatorial district seat vacated by Jil Tracy, who is running for lieutenant governor on a ticket with Kirk Dillard. The two vying in the primary are Randy Frese and Marshall Shrader, both, like Dillard, WIU graduates.


Pano said the state SUAA executive director is forecasting that the SUAA lawsuit challenging the state’s recent pension reform will cost SUAA $500,000. He added that state Attorney General Lisa Madigan would like to see all lawsuits challenging the reform consolidated in Cook County. The suits have been filed in several counties around the state.
Membership Report: Jones said state SUAA had provided no information on chapter membership since December. She said WIU-SUAA’s membership then stood at 708.
Technology Report: No report.

Adjournment at about 11:35 a.m. Thompson/Jones

