
Spring 2016

In This Issue
The Office of Sponsored 
Visits Kibbe ............................ 1

FY17 University Research 
Council Grant Competition.. 3

OSP Workshop in QC........4

Cost Transfers ..................... 4

First Summer Grant Proposal 
Opportunity........................... 5

Seeking Peer Reviewers....... 5

Compliance Corner.............. 6

Website Coming ................... 9

IES Rolls out FY17 
Education Research 
Opportunities......................... 9

OSP Visits WIU Green 
House....................................... 10

Basketball Elementary Day...11

2017 - 2018 Fulbright 
Competition Now Open......12

Introduces Change................. 12

White House Launches New 

The Source 
Office of Sponsored Projects

Personnel
Shannon Sutton, Director of Sponsored Projects

Jill Marshall, Administrative Assistant (Pre-Award)

Jennifer Scott, Grants and Contracts Administrator I (Post Award) 

Meagan Kramer, Grants and Contracts Administrator I (Post Award) 
Belinda Adamson, Compliance Specialist

Tracy Meredith, Staff Clerk

Jonathan Counce, Graduate Assistant

Emily Bozard, Student Worker

Office of Sponsored Projects visits Kibbe Life Science Station

Dr. James Lamer, manager of Kibbe Life Science Station, WIU Biological 
Sciences Department, works closely with the Office of Sponsored Projects on 
grants from federal and state agencies. Jim has been conducting research at 
WIU for 9 years, and has brought in close to $700,000 in awards.  Some of 
Jim’s research projects have been funded by Illinois Department of Natural 
Resources, United States Geological Survey, University of Illinois, and 
Southern Illinois University-Carbondale. These sponsoring agencies have 
awarded Jim over $500,000 over the last two years. Some of Jim’s research 
projects include:

• Ecological studies on Asian carp to assess juvenile habitat use and
occurrence in predator stomachs

• Upper Mississippi River fish population monitoring and sport fish
assessment in west central Illinois/snapping turtle population

• Illinois River Asian carp molecular identification

• Asian carp removal and monitoring in the Upper Mississippi River

• An assessment of aquatic invasive plants in the Illinois River: water
hyacinth surveillance, mapping persistence, and potential seed dispersal

Jim’s research interests focus predominantly on aquatic systems including: 
aquatic invasive species,  the evolutionary consequences of hybridization in 
fishes, population genetics of native fishes, mollusks and herpetofauna, 
conservation genetics, native fish dynamics and demographics, stream/large 
river ecology and management, and long-term resource monitoring.  
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The Office of Sponsored Projects wanted to learn more about what Jim does on a typical day and see how he 
conducts research, so the staff loaded up and headed to Warsaw, Illinois to get a tour of Kibbe Life Science 
Station. Jim showed us the dormitory and class room space as well as the outdoor research areas.  We met a 
graduate student and learned about his research with squirrels and Jim told us some interesting facts about the 
turtles that live there.  After that, Jim got the boat out and the staff jumped aboard for a ride on the rough waters 
of the mighty Mississippi River. Jim was a great host and even made the Asian carp jump in the boat! Jim took 
the opportunity to tell us about the carp while he held it. Jim explained how they were tagging and following the 
Asian carp in hopes of being able to contain them within the river system to limit the damage they have been 
doing.   Following the carp adventure Jim docked the boat on the shoreline and gave us a quick lesson in the river 
ecosystem including zebra mussels which have been causing damage to the river system and boats. We were able 
to see first-hand the different types of research Jim does and how it all comes back to the external funding he 
obtains. 
To learn more about Jim’s research, visit http://jt-lamer.wix.com/lamerlabwiu.

Jim Lamer leads the group on a tour of Kibbe Life Science field station located in Warsaw, IL.  Pictured above right are turtles they have on hand for various studies.  A couple of 
turtles Jim discussed were the Chrysemys picta (painted turtle) and the Chelydra serpentina (common snapping turtle).  Pictured below is the Kibbe field station aluminum 
boat which was purchase with one of Jim's grants.  

Continued on page 3
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URC support is intended to promote research, or its scholarly 
equivalent, in appropriate fields by providing seed money for the 
initiation of new, one-year projects. Priority will be given to those 
proposals that are likely to result in external funding and publication in 
peer-refereed journals or exhibitions and performances.

Eligible applicants include tenured or tenure-track faculty 
members who are not members of the URC at the time of 
application. An individual may not be an applicant or co-
applicant on more than one proposal per funding cycle.

Proposed projects may not be for dissertation research or 
used in any way to fulfill degree requirements. In addition, 
projects cannot be considered for textbook writing, curriculum 
development, or personal development.

Remember that this is the only competition for FY17. The URC 
holds one annual competition each year with project dates to 
coincide with the fiscal year of July 1 through June 30. All 
future funding cycles and deadline dates will follow a similar 
pattern with a deadline in early/mid-April for projects that 
begin on July 1.

Two URC Technical Assistance Workshop were held in 
March at the Malpass Library to assist those interested in 
submitting applications.  

Far Left is the Keokuk 
Power Plant.  In the 
middle Jim is pictured 
holding an Asian Carp that 
is considered an invasive 
species.  The fish literally 
jumped in the boat as we 
got close to the Keokuk 
Power Plant.  Right Jim 
tells the group about the 
problems the Asian Carp 
cause along with how 
quickly the species has 
spread.

Jim discusses with 
the group more of 
the river ecosystem 
and shows specific 
invasive mussels 
such as the zebra 
mussel along with 
freshwater native 
mussels. 

URC Internal Grants FY17 Competition Announced

The University Research Council (URC) has announced that the 
deadline for the FY17 Internal Grants Competition is 4:30 pm on 
Tuesday April 5, 2016.  This competition is for projects that will 
be conducted from July 1, 2016 through June 30, 2017.  

Application materials are avilable on the Office of Sponsored 
Projects website at wiu.edu/sponsored_projects/urc/
urc_guide_and_forms.php.

Continued from page 2

Please don't hesitate to contact  OSP at 309/298-1191 for further 
information.
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Post-Award 

What is a Cost Transfer?
A cost transfer to a restricted account occurs when an expense, 
originally charged to a different source of funds (a sponsored 
project or otherwise), is charged to a sponsored project.  It is 
very important to review expenditures upfront to ensure they are 
paid from the correct account.  While cost transfers are to be 
avoided, there are situations where they may be appropriate.  
For more information and forms, please visit: www.wiu.edu/
sponsored_projects/post-award/rf_cost_transfer.php.

Frequent and poorly documented cost transfers may indicate 
problems in the management of sponsored projects.  Auditors 
more closely scrutinize the allowability, allocability, and 
reasonableness of cost transfers.  Please contact your Grants & 
Contracts Administrator with any questions about cost transfers.

Cost transfers must be:
• In conformance with University and sponsor policies -

allowable, allocable, reasonable, and consistent
• Timely

o Cost transfers should be prepared and submitted as
soon as the need for a transfer is identified, but no
later than 90 days after the original charge date

o Cost transfers exceeding this time frame will require
           additional documentation as to why the transfer

request was not made on a timely basis

For more information and forms, please visit: www.wiu.edu/
sponsored_projects/post-award/rf_cost_transfer.php

• Fully documented - Cost transfers must contain a justification

that clearly shows:
o How the error occurred

o Allowability and allocability to the grant account

o The reason for any delay in the timely processing of
the transfer if it's been over 90 days since the original
charge date

o It was reviewed and approved by the Project Director

o Approval of the respective Department Chair or Dean

OSP Takes Workshop to the Quad Cities

On September 28, 2015, OSP staff traveled to the Quad Cities campus to present a Grants Management Workshop 
for faculty and staff involved in administering grant-funded projects. The half day session covered Pre-Award topics 
such as “How to prepare a Proposal” and “Proposal Budget Issues”; and Post-Award topics such as “Roles & 
Responsibilities”, “Time & Effort Reporting” as well as Business Office, Purchasing and Personnel issues.    

If you are interested in attending or hosting one of these the workshops in the future, please contact Tracy Meredith 
(298-1191 or tj-meredith@wiu.edu ).  

Cost Transfers
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First Summer Grant Proposal Planning Opportunity 

Remember to submit your complete electronic grant 

applications to OSP at least two working days prior 

to the funding agency’s deadline.
REMINDER

On May 23, 2016 the Office of Sponsored Projects will offer 
a one-day grant proposal planning session to all interested 
first year tenure-track faculty members.  This “First 
Summer” opportunity is a program offered to all new tenure-
track faculty members—there will be no competitive 
selection process.  All first year, tenure-track faculty 
members who can attend the  full-day session and who 
commit to submitting a grant proposal to an external agency 
over the course of the following year are eligible and 
encouraged to register as an attendee.  Registration materials 
will be sent to all eligible first year faculty members.

As First Summer participants, those who complete the 
training and fulfill the requirement of the program by 
submitting an eligible proposal to an external agency before 
the end of fiscal year 2017 (June 30, 2017)  will have access 
to $1,000 to be used for their research needs.  Funds may be 
used towards the purchase of a laptop computer, travel for 
research collaboration or presentation, supplies needed in 
the laboratory, student help, or some other line item to 
further scholarly pursuits.

During the First Summer session faculty members will learn 
more about searching for external grant support, responding to 
requests for proposals, basics of grant writing, developing a 
budget, the proposal review process, and about how the grant 
administration process works at WIU.  They will also benefit 
from an interactive session with a panel of WIU colleagues who 
have been successful in their grant pursuits.

Questions about the program can be directed to the Office of 
Sponsored Projects at 298-1191 or via e-mail to Shannon Sutton 
at SM-Sutton@wiu.edu .

Seeking Peer Reviewers!

Looking for professional development experience in 2016 or interested in learning more about the 
Department of Education’s Office of Postsecondary Education and its programs?  OPE seeks to create a 
pool of specialists to serve as “peer reviewers” to read and evaluate its grant competitions!  
Participation requires up to two weeks with modest compensation.  To learn more and/or apply please 
visit Peer Reviewers Information page on OPE’s website at http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ope/
peer-reviewers/index.html
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Compliance Corner
Welcome to another edition of “Compliance Corner.” For this edition, I would like to briefly review the different areas that fall 
under the oversight of the Compliance Specialist.

Continued on page 7

Institutional Review Board (IRB) - 
Human Subject Research

The mission of the IRB is to protect the rights and welfare of 
human subjects participating in research.  The IRB is 
responsible for reviewing and monitoring all research that 
involves the participation of human subjects to ensure that 
research investigators are supporting the institution’s mission 
to engage in ethical conduct of scientific inquiry.

There will be changes to the Review and Monitoring form.  
This form currently has multiple sections to report 
information to the IRB.  The form will be separated into 2 
documents 1- Renewal or Closure Form and 2- Research 
Modification-Revision Form.  The major change will be that 
the “Renewal or Closure Form” will be sent to Principal 
Investigator (PI) a month prior to the expiration of the study.  
The demographic section of the form will be completed by 
the IRB office prior to being sent.  This way the PI will 
know exactly which study (by title and IRB#) they are being 
asked to renew or close.

National News:
Since the Common Rule was proposed as a law, the volume 
and landscape of research involving human subjects have 
changed considerably. Research with human subjects has 
grown and become more diverse. Examples of developments 
include: An increase in the number and type of clinical trials, 
as well as observational studies and cohort studies; an 
increase in the variety of the types of social and behavioral 
research being used in human subjects research; increased 
use of sophisticated analytic techniques for use with human 
biospecimens; and the growing use of electronic health data 
and other digital records to enable very large data sets to be 
analyzed and combined in novel ways.  In 2011 the Office 
for Human Research Protection (OHRP) sent out a notice 
that they were considering revising the Common Rule (45 
CFR 46 subpart A).   Comments were solicited for issues 
that OHRP was considering.  September 2015, OHRP 
announced a proposal to improve the rules for protecting 
human research subjects.  A comment period from the 
research community closed in January 2016.  Over 2,000 
comments were received by the OHRP.  Those comments 
are now being considered by OHRP and 15 federal agencies 
that signed off on the Common Rule.

Here is the link to the Proposed Rule change:  https://
www.federalregister.gov/articles/2015/09/08/2015-21756/
federal-policy-for-the-protection-of-human-subjects

A summary of some of the changes being proposed obtained from 
the OHRP website:
(1) Improve informed consent by increasing transparency and by 
imposing stricter new requirements regarding the information that must 
be given to prospective subjects, and the manner in which it is given to 
them, to better assure that subjects are appropriately informed before 
they decide to enroll in a research study.
(2) Generally require informed consent for the use of stored 
biospecimens in secondary research (for example, part of a blood 
sample that is left over after being drawn for clinical purposes), even if 
the investigator is not being given information that would enable him 
or her to identify whose biospecimen it is. That consent would 
generally be obtained by means of broad consent (i.e., consent for 
future, unspecified research studies) to the storage and eventual 
research use of biospecimens.
(3) Exclude from coverage under the Common Rule certain categories 
of activities that should be deemed not to be research, are inherently 
low risk, or where protections similar to those usually provided by IRB 
review are separately mandated.
(4) Add additional categories of exempt research to accommodate 
changes in the scientific landscape and to better calibrate the level of 
review to the level of risk involved in the research. A new process 
would allow studies to be determined to be exempt without requiring 
any administrative or IRB review. Certain exempt and all non-exempt 
research would be required to provide privacy safeguards for 
biospecimens and identifiable private information. 

New categories include:
a. certain research involving benign interventions with adult subjects;
b. research involving educational tests, surveys, interviews or
observations of public behavior when sensitive information may be 
collected, provided that data security and information privacy 
protections policies are followed;
c. secondary research use of identifiable private information originally
collected as part of a non-research activity, where notice of such 
possible use was given;
d. storing or maintaining biospecimens and identifiable private
information for future, unspecified secondary research studies, or 
conducting such studies, when a broad consent template to be 
promulgated by the Secretary of HHS is used, information and 
biospecimen privacy safeguards are followed, and limited IRB 
approval of the consent process used is obtained.
(5) Change the conditions and requirements for waiver or alteration of 
consent such that waiver of consent for research involving 
biospecimens (regardless of identifiability) will occur only in very rare 
circumstances.
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Continued from page 6

(6) Mandate that U.S. institutions engaged in cooperative research rely on a single IRB for that portion of the research that takes place 
within the United States, with certain exceptions. To encourage the use of IRBs that are otherwise not affiliated with or operated by an 
assurance-holding institution ("unaffiliated IRBs"), this NPRM also includes a proposal that would hold such IRBs directly responsible 
for compliance with the Common Rule.
(7) Eliminate the continuing review requirement for studies that undergo expedited review and for studies that have completed study 
interventions and are merely analyzing data or involve only observational follow-up in conjunction with standard clinical care.
(8) Extend the scope of the policy to cover all clinical trials, regardless of funding source, conducted at a U.S. institution that receives 
federal funding for non-exempt human subjects research.

            February 22, 2016 no later than  2/09/2016
            March 28, 2016 no later than  3/11/2016
            April 26, 2016 no later than  4/08/2016
            Summer Months On an as need basis

IRB Meeting Dates Material to be submitted for review

Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC) - Animal Subjects in Research
The mission of the Department of Laboratory Animal Care is to provide the highest level of animal care possible with the resources 
available. The Department strives to provide healthy animals in support of education and research at the University. 

A “Researcher Handbook” has been finalized to assist researchers and students to understand what they need to follow while using 
animals in their research or class work.  This will be shortly sent to all researcher and faculty members who use animals. 

Documents for IACUC review are due to Dr. Sandy McFadden no later than 1 week prior to the meeting date. Research with Animals 
Protocol Review Form is available on the Compliance website.  

IACUC Meeting Dates Material to be submitted for review
February 1, 2016                no later than  1/22/2016
March 7, 2016                no later than  2/26/2016
April 4, 2016 no later than  3/25/2016
May 2, 2016 no later than  4/22/2016

Institutional Biosafety Committee (IBC)
The responsibility of the IBC is to oversee the NIH Guidelines for Research Involving Recombinant and Synthetic Nucleic 
Acid Molecules since WIU receives funding from the NIH.  NIH Guidelines detail safety practices and containment 
procedures for basic and clinical research involving recombinant or synthetic nucleic acid molecules, including the creation 
and use of organisms and viruses containing recombinant or synthetic nucleic acid molecules.   The research may also be 
subject to local ordinances, federal or state regulations or agency guidelines that require compliance with the NIH Guidelines.  
Recombinant and Synthetic Nucleic Acid Molecules- “In the context of the NIH Guidelines, recombinant and synthetic 
nucleic acid are defined as: (i) molecules that a) are constructed by joining nucleic acid molecules and b) that can replicate in a 
living cell, i.e., recombinant nucleic acids; (ii) nucleic acid molecules that are chemically or by other means synthesized or 
amplified, including those that are chemically or otherwise modified but can base pair with naturally occurring nucleic acid 
molecules, i.e., synthetic nucleic acids, or (iii) molecules that result from the replication of those described in (i) or (ii) 
above.” (Section I-B of the NIH Guidelines)

Documents for IBC review are to be submitted to Dr. Catherine Miller-Hunt, IBC Chair.  IBC meetings are scheduled on an 
as need basis.   

Visit the IBC section on the Compliance website at http://www.wiu.edu/sponsored_projects/compliance/   for the IBC form to 
complete and sent to the IBC Chair.   The IBC policy is accessible from this site.

continued on page 8
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continued from page 7

Conflict of Interest (COI)
Federal regulations require that the University manage, reduce, or eliminate any actual or potential conflicts of interest that may be 
presented by a financial interest of an investigator (i.e., principal investigator, project director, and other persons responsible for the 
design, conduct, or reporting of a sponsored project).  Accordingly, the University must require that investigators disclose any 
significant financial interest that may present an actual or potential conflict of interest in relationship with a sponsored project. 

The regulations also require that such disclosure occur prior to the submission of a sponsored project proposal. The investigators are 
required to disclose significant financial interest to the University if a significant financial interest develops after proposal submission 
or issuance of award, as soon as the interest comes into existence. Additionally, projects funded by the National Science Foundation 
(NSF) or a Public Health Service (PHS) agency will be required to disclose at least annually during the period covered by the grant. 

Investigators are also required to comply with any conditions or restrictions imposed on the conduct of the project in a management 
plan, as determined by the University, including the retention of documentation to demonstrate compliance with the plan.

Visit the COI section on the Compliance website at http://www.wiu.edu/sponsored_projects/compliance/ to determine what is 
required to be disclosed and the procedure on how to provide this disclosure.  Also in the COI section is the form to be completed 
and training instruction on COI provided by The Collaborative Institutional Training Initiative (CITI).

Responsible Conduct of Research

Education and awareness of the responsible conduct of research (RCR) at WIU is part of the educational and compliance activities 
of the Office of Sponsored Projects.

The National Science Foundation (NSF) and National Institutes of Health (NIH) requires that the University have a process in 
place for training all researchers, including undergraduate and graduate students, who will participate in the funded research 
project. The Collaborative Institutional Training Initiative (CITI) is the preferred RCR training program for all researchers, 
including undergraduate students and graduate students, who will participate in the proposed research project.

Remember to check out the Grants Resource Center (GRC) for the latest news on grant
announcements, upcoming grant deadlines, federal agency updates, and much more.
Go to aascu.org/grc and enter the username “WIU” and the password “grants.”
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A New NIH Grants and Funding Website Is Coming Soon! 
Posted on February 29, 2016 by NIH Staff 

Get ready! NIH is in the process of transforming grants.nih.gov, 
NIH’s central resource for grants and funding information, to help you 
find the information you need more easily. Using input from user 
surveys, usability reviews, and discussions with people like you, we 
are reducing clutter, providing more context, and dramatically 
simplifying our pages.

NIH didn’t have time before their March 25, 2016 release date to 
revamp the content on all of their pages, but you will find that NIH 
has reworked the home page, as well as information on how to apply, 
the forms page, the landing pages for the tabs, and more. NIH will 
continue to work on additional pages in the months after launch, so 
your feedback on how they are doing will be critical to make sure that 
the changes are improving your experience.

IES Rolls Out FY17 Education Research Opportunities

by Thompson, Erika

The Institute of Education Sciences (IES) recently rolled out its FY 17 grant opportunities on Grants.gov.  The deadline for 
the opportunities, which cover a broad range of education and special education research, is August 4, 2016. IES is the major 
research component of the U.S. Department of Education and offers millions in grant awards each year through its National 
Center for Education Research (NCER) and National Center for Special Education Research (NCSER).

At the February GRC Funding Competitiveness Conference, Elizabeth Albro, NCES Associate Commissioner and Jacquelyn 
Buckley, NCSER Senior Staff Officer noted that IES' peer review process is similar to that of the National Institutes of 
Health and that a list of reviewers is readily available on the IES website at https://ies.ed.gov/director/sro/peer_review/
application_review.asp. 

The funding rate for IES proposals is between 9 percent and 12 percent, depending on topic area, and most proposals have 
more than one principal investigator. Therefore, it is always a good idea for interested stakeholders to develop collaborations 
before going after an IES grant. It is also a good idea to submit drafts early as IES program officers are willing to provide 
feedback if a draft is received a month or two prior to the deadline. 
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Sponsored Projects Visits WIU Green House and Farm
In December our office traveled to the north end of campus 
to tour the School of Agriculture’s new greenhouses and 
farm.  Dr. Winthrop Phippen picked us up and was our tour 
guide.  Win first started at WIU in August 2000.  He is a 
professor in Agriculture and is a leading researcher in 
Alternative Crops.  According to the website, when Win 
began at WIU he created The Alternative Crops Research 
Program at Western Illinois University to investigate new 
crops for the Midwest and help revitalize the local 
economies. The goal of the program is to provide 
alternative crops that can fit into the corn and soybean 
rotations already in place to assist with pest problems and 
to increase crop diversity. Initial studies evaluated the 
available germplasm for desired characteristics and 
developed production guidelines for the Midwest region. 
Long-term studies focus on improving yields and adapting 
crops to the current corn and soybean rotations.  Dr. 
Phippen at Western Illinois University and researchers at  
the USDA-National Center for Agricultural Utilization 
Research (NCAUR) in Peoria, have identified the potential 
new crop, field pennycress (Thlaspi arvense L.), that can 
grow slowly over the winter and spring months with 
harvest in late May to early June. With pennycress's early 
harvest date, a full season soybean can be grown on the 
same acreage immediately following harvest.  Since 
arriving at WIU, Dr. Phippen has received 16 research 
awards totaling over $1.8 million.  A few grants  were for 
pennycress research, while others have been for research 
on cuphea or milkweed.  Win even had a grant that looked 
at capacity building in Southern Mexico.  Dr. Phippen, as a 
plant breeder and geneticist, is currently working on 
creating a stronger, more viable version of pennycress to 
harvest in Illinois fields.  He is working with a venture 
capital company from St Louis in hopes of turning 
pennycress crops into a biodiesel fuel.  Pennycress is also 
being grown as an ornamental flower in floral 
arrangements in Europe.   

During our tour we learned that the new greenhouses are secured 
remotely and anyone who wants access has to have a keycard.  This 
logs who is entering the greenhouse and when.  This allows for 
enhanced student access when they are checking on their projects.  
There are two bays in the greenhouse, one for teaching and one for 
faculty and student research.  These are state of the art greenhouses and 
will further the plant breeding program at WIU.  Dr. Phippen hopes to 
add more greenhouses in the very near future.  We learned about the 
different varieties of pennycress and how Win and his research partners 
at the University of Minnesota and Illinois State University are 
mutating them to create new traits in pennycress.  For example, one 
variety has taller stems but then the stems were not strong enough to 
support the seeds, so back to the drawing board on that one.  

We also toured the farm, which is located north of the greenhouses.  
We could see the pennycress and other alternative crops in the fields.  
Dr. Phippen mentioned that other Agriculture professors have activities 
on the farm too and sometimes it is difficult as one professor is 
studying weeds in a plot next to another trying to keep weeds from 
growing in their crops.  The end result though is a better understanding 
of weeds, weed control and crop production.  The farm is a great 
opportunity for Ag professors to conduct research and students to get 
hands on experience.  It’s a win-win situation.

We want to thank Dr. Phippen for his time and knowledge.  Each of us 
in the office has worked with Win in the past and it was great to see for 
ourselves the results of his research and to better understand what he is 
working on.  

continued on page 9

Pictured left is the entrance to the WIU 
Greenhouse.  Pictured above OSP listen to Dr. 
Phippen's discussion of different projects and 
plants students are growing, and about the 
daily operations of the greenhouse and how it 
is controlled. 
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continued from page 8

Pictured far left, Dr. 
Phippen shows 
Sponsored Projects the 
different settings and 
controls in place for 
the greenhouse, as well 
as a picture of the 
misting booth for 
cuttings.

Pictured above, Dr. Phippen showcases the many different varieties of pennycress he has been working on and mutating to come up with the most optimal variety of pennycress.  

OSP Volunteers at WIU Women's Basketball Elementary School Day
The Office of Sponsored 
Projects assisted with the 
elementary school day 
event held on November 
24, 2015 for the Western 
Illinois Women’s 
basketball vs. Southeast 
Missouri State.  Pictured 
left to right backrow: Jill 
Marshall, Belinda 
Adamson, Meagan 
Kramer and Jennifer 
Scott; Front row: Emily 
Bozard, Tracy Meredith, 
Rocky, and Shannon 
Sutton.
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2017-2018 Fulbright U.S. Scholar Program Core Competition is Now Open

The Fulbright Scholar Program offers teaching, research or a combination of teaching/research awards in over 125 countries for the 
2017-2018 academic year: http://www.cies.org/article/2017-2018-core-fulbright-us-scholar-program-competition-opens

Opportunities are available for college and university faculty and administrators as well as for professionals, artists, journalists, 
scientists, lawyers, independent scholars and many others.

Interested faculty and professionals are encouraged to learn more about these opportunities, and hundreds of others, by visiting the 
Catalog of Awards at http://catalog.cies.org/.

The application deadline for most awards is August 1, 2016. U.S. citizenship is required. For other eligibility requirements and 
detailed award descriptions visit our website at http://www.cies.org/program/core-fulbright-us-scholar-program or contact us at 
scholars@iie.org.

Illinois Humanities Council Introduces Changes to Community Grants Program

The Illinois Humanities Council (IHC) is proud to announce a new face to their long-established Community Grants 
program. These changes continue IHC’s mission of promoting the public humanities, supporting Illinois nonprofits, and sparking 
community conversations across the state. Look out for the next deadline - May 15, 2016.

Some of the new grants categories, like the Vision Grants, the Action Grants, and the Multiplier Grants, build upon and 
focus the grantmaking that IHC has already been doing. However, other changes represent exciting new directions. In particular, 
IHC has worked hard to streamline the grants process, making applications more straightforward and user friendly. They are also 
excited to announce their new Illinois Speaks micro-grants, which are meant to spark conversation in communities across the state.
Here is more information on the new grants categories:

Vision Grants are intended to help smaller Illinois nonprofit organizations carry out planning projects related to their 
work in the humanities. These grants are meant to help groups experiment with more interactive public humanities programming 
and target new audiences. These planning grants might help an organization develop a program series, explore collaborations, or 
improve their use of digital technology.

Action Grants are meant to provide support to groups that want to try out innovative approaches to public humanities 
programming. These grants are meant to spark more risk-taking, experimental, and engaging public humanities work on the part of 
Illinois nonprofits. Media projects such as oral history, filmmaking, journalism, and other story telling are very much a part of this 
portfolio. Action Grants projects might explore the digital humanities, strengthen audience engagement, and build diverse 
audiences.

Multiplier Grants are meant to support collaborative projects in the public humanities that can help build up the capacity 
of organizations to better serve the needs of their audiences. Examples of Multiplier Grants might include a number of groups 
coming together in a given city or town to form a working group trying to attract young families, the development of a citywide 
plan for nurturing the humanities, or a group of libraries or historical societies working collectively to bolster their public 
engagement in creative ways.

Illinois Speaks micro grants are small ($250) grants to individuals and organizations to host public discussions around 
contemporary issues. These grants allow more people to act as trained facilitators or moderators of public discussions across the 
state of Illinois. The money is meant for things like securing a venue, refreshments, and outreach. Illinois Speaks applicants can also 
check a box to request an additional $100 to provide accessibility services (ASL translation, e.g.).
For more information and to apply, please visit the Community Grants website at
https://www.ilhumanities.org/program/community-grants/. You can also reach out to Mark Hallett (mark.hallett@ilhumanities.org; 
(312) 374-1555) to learn more.
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White House Launches New Computer Science Education Initiative
GrantWeek - February 01, 2016

By Wellons, Richard N.

President Obama unveiled a new initiative to give all students across the country the chance to learn computer science (CS) in 
school. Citing the emergence of CS as a new basic skill necessary for economic opportunity and social mobility combined with a 
dearth of quality K-12 CS instruction in many states, the White House plans to work through federal agencies and collaborate 
with states, local governments, school districts, philanthropists, and the private sector to train and support a wave of new CS 
teachers. In his forthcoming budget, President Obama calls for $4 billion in funding to states and $100 million in competitive 
grants that would go directly to school districts to increase access to K-12 CS by training teachers, expanding access to high-
quality instructional materials, and building effective regional partnerships. A number of federal agencies will fund programs in 
support of the initiative, including the Department of Education (ED), the National Science Foundation (NSF), the Corporation 
for National and Community Service (CNCS), the Department of Defense (DOD) and the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
(PTO):

• NSF will commit $120 million and CNCS will provide $17 million (both drawing from existing funds) over the course of
five years to support and train CS teachers;
• ED's Office of Career, Technical, and Adult Education and NSF will participate in a joint effort to expand the field of CS
educators in Career and Technical Education programs;
• ED will release a Dear Colleague Letter this year with guidance on funding opportunities for STEM and CS, and a report
entitled "STEM 2025" in the spring;
• PTO will launch a national network of teacher training institutes, open to districts across all 50 states, to upgrade existing CS
professional development with new robotics programming and intellectual property modules that can animate the interests of 
all students, including young girls and students of color; and
• DOD and NSF are collaborating with the National Math and Science Initiative (NMSI) to implement the new AP CS
Principles course within the NMSI College Readiness Program for Military Families, providing teacher and student support 
interventions at 200 DOD-related NMSI sites across the country.

Read more about these initiatives as well as related efforts from state and local governments, and the nonprofit and private 
sectors (including Google, Microsoft, Qualcomm, and Salesforce.org) in the White House press release at https://
www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2016/01/30/fact-sheet-president-obama-announces-computer-science-all-initiative-0

DoD Announces Next University Research Instrumentation Competition

by Wellons, Richard N.

The U.S. Department of Defense (DoD) recently announced details on the next round of its Defense University Research 
Instrumentation Awards and shared a list of awardees from its previous competition. The awards support the acquisition of research 
equipment or instrumentation in order to conduct research and educate scientists and engineers in areas important to national 
defense. For those interested in applying in the next round, the application deadline is August 26, 2016. Approximately $47 million 
will be available for awards ranging from $50,000 to $1.5 million. To get a sense of the types of equipment purchases that have been 
funded by DoD, take a look at this list of the latest awardees, (http://www.defense.gov/News-Article-View/Article/684740/pentagon-
announces-research-equipment-awards?source) which includes researchers from GRC member institutions California State 
University Fullerton and San Jose State University.
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What Is OSP?

The mission of the Office of Sponsored Projects at Western 
Illinois University is to provide comprehensive support services 
to the University community for the successful administration 
of externally sponsored projects. 

OSP is committed to providing a full range of administrative 
services to the faculty, staff, and administrative units at Western. 

The goal of the OSP staff is to deliver our support services in an 
efficient and professional manner, which is in full compliance 
with external sponsoring agency guidelines.

Who to Contact

Shannon Sutton, Director – Contact Shannon for 
matters related to the review and approval of 
proposals to ensure compliance with University 
and agency policies and procedures, authorized 
organizational representative approval (official 
University signature for proposals in addition to 
certification, assurances, and representation), 
and administration of University Research 
Council (URC) selection and awards.

Jennifer Scott, Grants and Contracts  
Administrator I – Contact Jennifer for services 
involving the administration of 5-2xxxx 
awards, including the receipt and negotiation 
of all award documents; account establishment; 
review and processing of all requests for 
modifications, extensions, and amendments 
of sponsored projects; processing of payroll 
forms; and all financial invoicing and reporting. 

Belinda Adamson, Compliance Specialist – 
Contact Belinda for federal compliance issues, 
including questions about human and animal 
subjects in research and Institutional Review 
Board policies and procedures.

Jill Marshall, Pre-Award Services – Contact Jill for 
assistance with funding searches, procurement 
of grant application materials, development of 
proposals and budgets, electronic submission 
of proposals, and requests for internal approval 
forms.

Meagan Kramer, Grants and Contracts  
Administrator I – Contact Meagan for services 
involving the administration of 5-1xxxx 
awards, including the receipt and negotiation of 
all award documents; account establishment; 
review and processing of all requests for 
modifications, extensions, and amendments 
of sponsored projects; processing of payroll 
forms; and all financial invoicing and reporting. 

Tracy Meredith, Staff Clerk – Tracy’s respon-
sibilities include the copying, mailing, and 
tracking of all proposals; maintaining the 
database of proposals and awards; making 
arrangements for workshops and seminars; 
administering URC awards; and performing 
all those other assignments that keep the 
office running efficiently.

Office of Sponsored Projects
Sherman	Hall	320	•	1	University	Circle	•	Macomb,	IL	61455-1390

(309)	298-1191	•	Fax:	(309)	298-2091
wiu.edu/SponsoredProjects
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