
WESTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY 

WISE Spain 
 

16 hrs Spanish credit 
January  31 -April 30, 2009 

Sponsored by the Center for International Studies and the Department of Foreign Languages and Literatures 

The Western Illinois Spanish Experience-Spain (WISE Spain) program is a semester-long immersion in Spanish 

language and culture while also providing on-site guidance and mentoring by a Department of Foreign Languages 

faculty member.  In addition, participants take part in several excursions and tours of outstanding historical and cultural 

treasures of Spain led by Spanish-speaking professional guides.  Homestay lodging gives students a greater 

understanding of Spanish culture and improves their Spanish proficiency.   

 

The program is conducted in cooperation with the Colegio de España in 

Salamanca and Alicante and University Jaume I in Castellon.  February 

and March are spent in Salamanca, site of the first university founded in 

Spain and a city that is traditionally college student-oriented.  In April, the 

group moves to Castellon on the Mediterranean coast of Spain to 

experience a modern campus, one of the most technologically and 

academically advanced in Spain.  Both locations and universities give 

students a wide perspective of the cultural variety of Spain and university 

life there.   

Program Overview: 

Course Enrollment and Prerequisites: 

Students will be enrolled in Spanish courses taught and graded by the staff at the Colegio de Espana and University 

Jaume I.  WIU course equivalencies will vary depending on each individual’s proficiency level but all courses will be 

upper-division credit.  Placement in Spanish courses will be dependent upon courses previously taken and will be 

determined by the Department of Foreign Languages.  They will also be enrolled in SPAN 361, taught by Dr. Guada 

Cabedo-Timmons.  Students are required to attend pre-departure class sessions in the Fall (a minimum of three sessions 

will be held, dates to be announced).  Students are also required to attend a pre-departure orientation session conducted 

by the Center for International Studies. 

 

Daily participation is required.  Students must attend and participate in their Spanish courses, interact appropriately with 

their host families, other group members, and other students at the foreign institutions, and participate in all scheduled 

group activities.  As part of the SPAN 361 course, students are required to keep a journal during their time in Spain.  

This journal will be collected and reviewed weekly by Dr. Cabedo-Timmons. 

 

All majors are welcome!  In addition to the Study Abroad eligibility requirements (see reverse), all 

students must have completed at least one 200-level Spanish course prior to departure and receive 

clearance from the Department of Foreign Languages.  Total enrollment for the program is limited to 30 

participants. 



WIU health and accident insurance is MANDATORY for all participants.  Students are required to have WIU student health 

insurance for the month(s) they will be participating in an international short-term program.  Insurance coverage will be verified with 

the Student Health Insurance Office prior to departure.   

WIU Health Insurance: 

Entry Requirements: 
A passport is required.  Passport applications are processed in Macomb at the McDonough County Courthouse (Circuit Clerk’s 

office, first floor, east end, Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m) and at the Macomb Post Office (205 S. Randolph, must call for an 

appointment 833-5593).  Application requirements are found on the State Department website at http://www.travel.state.gov/

passport/get/first/first_830.html.  The cost for standard processing is $100.  Standard processing time is 6-8 weeks.  Expedited 

service is available for an additional charge.  Students are responsible for assuring their passport will arrive prior to January 1, 

2009.  Failure to obtain a passport by this date will result in removal from the program and forfeiture of all program costs.   

 

U.S. citizens do not need a visa for this program.  Citizens of other countries must check the website of the Spanish consulate in 

Chicago to determine if they need a visa.  Costs for a visa, if required, are not included in the program costs listed above.   

Application process: 

Program applications may be obtained from Kim McDaniel, 202 Seal Hall (East) or from the Foreign Languages department, 332 

Morgan Hall and are due by October 6, 2008.  Participants will be notified of their status on October 15, 2008 by Foreign 

Languages.  Those accepted to the program will be required to complete additional forms.  All forms are collected by Study Abroad.    

Study Abroad Eligibility Requirements (at time of application): 

Program Cost: 
Estimated Program Cost (based on 18 participants): $9,435. 
Included items:  Round-trip airfare from Chicago, double room homestay lodgings, tuition and fees at Spanish institutions, airport 

transfers in Spain, transportation to/from scheduled excursions, all entry fees to scheduled sites, meals in Spain, and books, laundry, 

and Spanish health insurance.   

 

Not included in program cost: WIU student health insurance (required), passport (required), transportation to/from Chicago, and 

personal expenses.  All participants should be aware of fluctuations in the U.S. dollar/Euro conversion rate and budget accordingly.  

Students who wish to buy souvenirs should budget additional funds. 

Contact Information: 
For current information on this program, please visit www/wiu/edu/international.  For specific questions, please contact: 

Academic Information     Study Abroad 

Dr. Guada Cabedo-Timmons   Kim McDaniel 

332F Morgan Hall     202 Seal Hall (East wing) 

Phone:  298-1615     Phone:  298-2504 

E-Mail: GM-Cabedo@wiu.edu   E-Mail: KD-McDaniel@wiu.edu 

WIU reserves the right to cancel this short-term program due to insufficient enrollment or  

circumstances beyond the Universityôs control, and to adjust the total cost of the program. 

Payments may be made by cash, check, or credit card (Visa, MasterCard, or Discover).  A non-refundable deposit of $1,500 is due 

by November 3, 2008.  The final payment amount of approximately $7,935 is due by January 12, 2009.  All payments are 

collected by Kim McDaniel, Study Abroad Advisor for Group Programs, Center for International Studies, 202 Seal Hall (East).  

Payments will not be accepted until eligibility requirements are verified.  Deposits will not be accepted without a valid 

passport or proof of passport application. 

Payments: 

Undergraduates 
1.  Minimum of 12 semester hours completed 

2.  Minimum cumulative GPA of 2.5 

3.  Clearance of Student Judicial Programs 


