
Timetable for Applying to Graduate School 

Below is a sample timeline for applying to Graduate School.  You are advised to adjust this 
sample schedule to the application timelines of the institutions to which you are applying. 

During your Junior Year: 
 Think about where you’d like to apply. 
 Request catalogs, browse websites, talk with career counselors to help you develop 

a course of action for graduate school. 
 Prepare for standardized tests, as appropriate. 
 Schedule date to take standardized tests, as appropriate. 

 
During your Senior Year: 
Summer through September 

 Write a draft statement of personal goals. 
 Start browsing through guides to graduate programs, websites, and graduate 

catalogs. 
 Prepare a resume or CV, as appropriate. 
 Take the necessary standardized tests, as appropriate. 
 Consider who you will ask to write letters of recommendation (faculty, employers, 

volunteer organizations, etc.). 
 Visit schools in which you would like to apply, if feasible. 

 
October through December 

 Determine to which graduate schools you will apply. 
 Finalize your statement of personal goals, adjusting it to meet each application’s 

specific needs. 
 Research sources of financial aid (loans, assistantships, scholarships). 
 Confirm with individuals who will provide letters of recommendation. 
 Submit applications, application fees and other required documentation for each 

school by its published deadline. 
 Request official transcripts to be sent directly to the schools to which you apply. 

 
January through February 

 Notify the graduate programs of your interest in assistantship positions. 
 Fill out the Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) application, if needed. 
 Verify that you have completed all admission requirements by given deadlines. 

 
March through April 

 Visit schools to which you have been accepted.  
 Consider admission offers and notify schools of which programs you are accepting 

or declining. 
 Send thank you notes to recommenders informing them of your decision. 

 
May 

 Send final degree transcript to programs that require them.   



Graduate School Quick Links 
 
 

Researching Graduate Schools: 
 
 gradschools.com 
 petersons.com 
 princetonreview.com/graduate-school.aspx 
 

 
Admission Exams: 
 
  GRE  ets.org/gre 
  GMAT gmac.com/gmat 
  MAT  pearsonassessments.com/postsecondaryeducation/graduate_admissions/mat.html 

 
 

Writing Admission Essays: 
 
 owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/642/01 
 gradschool.about.com/od/essaywriting 
 
 
GRE Search Service: 
 
 ets.org/gre 
 
 
GRE Information and Registration Bulletin: 
 
 ets.org/s/gre/pdf/gre_info_reg_bulletin.pdf 
 

 
 


