
WESTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY
FACULTY SENATE
Regular Meeting, 5 November 2013, 4:00 p.m.
Capitol Rooms - University Union

A C T I O N   M I N U T E S

SENATORS PRESENT: J. Baylor, S. Bennett, L. Brice, G. Cabedo-Timmons, M. Carncross, J. Choi, S. Cordes, :45etary. and councils, and to the SEnate  for their work this year, to the chairs of SEnate hat she feels as appropriate for tA. Hyde, G. Jorgensen, I. Lauer, M. Maskarinec, B. McCrary, K. Myers, J. Rabchuk, S. Rock, M. Siddiqi, A. Silberer, R. Thurman, T. Westerhold
Ex-officio: Ken Hawkinson, Provost; Tej Kaul, Parliamentarian

SENATORS ABSENT: J. Myers, B. Polley, S. Romano, M. Singh

GUESTS: Simon Cordery, Clay Diez, Peter Jorgensen, B.J. Lampere, Angela Lynn, Caleb Markey, Bree McEwan, Russ Morgan, Nancy Parsons, Bridget Welch, Ron Williams

I. Consideration of Minutes

A. 22 October 2013

MINUTES APPROVED AS DISTRIBUTED

II. Approvals from the Provost

A. Request for Change of Minor

1. Gerontology

B. Request for Short-Term Study Abroad	

1. NURS 379, International Health Care Systems, 3 s.h.

III. Announcements

A. Provost’s Report 

Provost Hawkinson reported that the state currently owes the University $27 million, which is similar to last year in terms of reimbursement. WIU received about two million dollars approximately one month ago. The Provost hopes that the University will see another payment before the end of this semester because the $27 million owed is contributing to Western’s cash flow problems, particularly since tuition dollars tend to become exhausted by the end of the semester. 

Provost Hawkinson stated that the open meeting with the President to discuss budget issues, formerly scheduled for October 29, will be rescheduled for later in the semester. He thanked the leadership of University Professionals of Illinois (UPI) for their willingness to discuss the University’s budgetary concerns and for reaching, with the WIU Administration, an “agreement in principle” that will help WIU through the current difficult financial situation. He added that the UPI President will share details of the agreement with their members.

Deans from the Colleges of Arts and Sciences and of Education and Human Services are undergoing review. Senator Thurman will chair the Education and Human Services committee, and Senator Brice will chair the committee in Arts and Sciences. Provost Hawkinson hopes to obtain the full cooperation of the faculty and staff members in these colleges for the review process and looks forward to meeting with the committees at an appropriate time.

Senator Brice read an emailed question from a constituent: “In the time that has passed since the Provost’s office began signing articulation agreements with community colleges, the General Education SCH production in the College of Arts and Sciences has declined significantly along with the number of Humanities majors. Given that many majors across the College are gained via Gen Ed classes, it would seem that the articulation agreements are negatively affecting both the SCH production and the generation of majors. Do you believe that this is, in fact, the case? If not, why? If so, what do you propose to do about it?”

Provost Hawkinson responded that the agreements with community colleges are part of a much larger agenda than only SCH production. He explained that these agreements are part of the Illinois Public Agenda and Performance-Based Funding mandates, and the state expects WIU to develop these agreements to ensure the success of community college graduates that go on to Western. Provost Hawkinson was among those who met with the head of the Illinois Board of Higher Education and his staff on Friday as part of a yearly meeting to discuss issues such as these. He stated that articulation agreements tend to increase overall enrollment by drawing community college students to Western and added that if the other 11 public universities have articulation agreements with community colleges and WIU does not, community college graduates would not choose to go to WIU. He believes that articulation agreements help WIU enrollment overall if not helping SCH production in General Education and pointed out that WIU must accept certain community college courses as transferrable as part of the Illinois Articulation Agreement. Provost Hawkinson related that Western has had articulation agreements and 2+2 programs for many years, going back to the Illinois Compact, and it has increasingly become a reality of education in the state of Illinois and the country that many students do begin their college careers at community colleges. 

B. Student Government Association (SGA) Report – None 
(B.J. Lampere, SGA student representative)

Mr. Lampere distributed to senators a bill which was passed unanimously at the most recent SGA meeting urging Illinois Governor Pat Quinn to release the funds for the Center for the Performing Arts at WIU. Copies of the resolution will be delivered to Governor Quinn, local legislators, the WIU Board of Trustees, and WIU President Jack Thomas. Provost Hawkinson expressed the thanks of WIU’s administration to SGA for going forward with this resolution. He believes the Governor and legislators want to listen to students, and he is grateful that SGA went to this effort and that so many people signed off on the document as contributing authors and sponsors.

C. Other Announcements – None

IV. Reports of Committees and Councils

A. Council on Curricular Programs and Instruction (CCPI)
(Bridget Welch, Chair)

1. Curricular Requests from the Department of Communication 

a) Request for New Course

(1) COMM 445, Advanced Computer-Mediated Communication, 3 s.h.

NEW COURSE APPROVED

b) Request for New Minor

(1) Computer-Mediated Communication

NEW MINOR APPROVED

2. Curricular Requests from the Department of History 

a) Request for New Course

(1) HIST 483, Topics in the History of Science and Technology, 3 s.h.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Senator Rabchuk asked about the range of topics to be covered in the course. History Chair Simon Cordery replied that the range of topics will be determined by the expertise of the History faculty teaching the course and could include such topics as flight or railroad technology. Parliamentarian Kaul asked if this course will be offered for multiple titles so that the course topics could be transcripted; Dr. Cordery replied that it will not be a multiple titles course. Dr. Welch added that History typically does not utilize multiple titles for their topics courses.

NEW COURSE APPROVED

3. Curricular Requests from the Department of Engineering Technology 

a) Request for New Course

(1) GCOM 423, Advanced Graphic Illustration, 3 s.h.

NEW COURSE APPROVED

V. Old Business – None

V. New Business – None

Motion: To adjourn (Brice)

The Faculty Senate adjourned at 4:11 p.m.  

					Jim Rabchuk, Senate Secretary

					Annette Hamm, Faculty Senate Recording Secretary
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