COUNCIL ON CURRICULAR PROGRAMS AND INSTRUCTION

Thursday, 23 February 2017
Horrabin Hall 1 – 3:30 p.m.

M I N U T E S

MEMBERS PRESENT: M. Doh, J. Engel, D. Gravitt, A. Hardeman, J. Lin, P. McGinty, K. Myers, A. Valeva, M. Walsh
Ex-officio: N. Parsons, D. Williams

MEMBERS ABSENT: A. Hyde, E. Mannion

GUESTS: Katrina Daytner, Kyle Mayborn, Linda Prosise

I. Consideration of Minutes

A. 9 February 2017

MINUTES APPROVED AS DISTRIBUTED

II. Announcements – None

III. Old Business 

A. Continued Discussion of Comprehensive Majors and Definitions of Academic Terms

The Faculty Senate Executive Committee after the last CCPI meeting provided CCPI members with a working draft definition of a minor and a comparison showing the number of students who major and minor in the same discipline. 

CCPI was charged to conduct “a review of the existing definitions of academic terms.” Members discussed the current comprehensive major requirement for “at least 15 s.h. outside the major discipline.” Chairperson Hardeman asked if the 15 s.h. can be part of General Education hours or should be some sort of intensive study. Ms. Prosise stated that she took the 15 s.h. requirement as meaning outside the Gen Ed requirement. Dr. Lin agreed, pointing out that Gen Ed includes 100- to 200-level courses so would not provide the depth that seems to be sought in the 15 s.h. requirement. Associate Provost Parsons confirmed that the 15 s.h. originally was not intended to be Gen Ed but courses that are complementary to the major. Dr. McGinty asked why it is necessary to specify if the 15 s.h. should be inside of outside Gen Ed when majors are already very structured. Associate Provost Parsons replied that since comprehensive majors do not require minors, the 15 s.h. is required to give breadth. Chairperson Hardeman added that the 15 s.h. allows for a set of courses to conform to accreditation requirements without creating a separate program of study. Dr. McGinty stated, however, that if what is driving the major is outside forces, it would seem that 15 s.h. outside the major should not need to be specified; removing this specification would reduce the number of requirements on students and provide them with the opportunity to do other things while the curriculum would be driven by accreditation. Ms. Prosise pointed out that if the 15 s.h. outside the major discipline statement is removed, there would be nothing to prevent departments from requiring students to take all classes within the major. CCPI decided to leave the 15 s.h. requirement in the definition of a comprehensive major; change “Does not require completion of a Minor as part of the degree program” to “Cannot require…”; and change “Includes at least 48 semester hours and includes at least 15 s.h. outside the major discipline” to “Includes at least 48 semester hours which includes…”

In discussion of the definition of an option, CCPI considered the meaning of invariant courses; non-comprehensive majors require at least 9 s.h. of “unique, invariant required courses” and comprehensive majors must have at least 12 s.h. Chairperson Hardeman pointed out that this refers to the prohibition against having two or more classes separated by “or” in the core courses. CCPI recommended that this be more explicitly stated, perhaps in a definition of a core.

CCPI considered whether the emphasis – an “Approved subset of courses within the major” – has value since it is not transcripted. Dr. Lin stated the emphasis allows students to advertise their skills and focus their electives. Dr. McGinty stated that since it is not transcripted, the onus is on the student to market their skill set to the public and to the faculty writing recommendation letters for them. Dr. Lin remarked that an option requires approval of a feasibility study while an emphasis can be tracked, which can help departments to gather data in case they wish to develop it into an option at a later time.  

CCPI observed that they spent most of last fall hearing from departments with comprehensive majors and considering what makes them broad based and how they respond to requirements of accreditation or outside agencies. It was observed that most comprehensive majors still have students that choose to take a minor in another field even though it is not required. Chairperson Hardeman stated that she still believes that comprehensive majors are broad-based units of instruction and that they do not prevent students from getting breadth outside of the major. 

Associate Provost Parsons told CCPI that the Illinois Board of Higher Education (IBHE) is exploring the recommending upper division courses in minors even though minors do not go to IBHE for approval. She pointed out that 40 hours of upper division coursework is required to graduate. Chairperson Hardeman believes there should be some encouragement of upper division coursework in minors so that departments can be confident students have an in-depth command of the area. Dr. Engel pointed out that students minoring in an area outside of their majors may not have the prerequisites needed for upper division classes. College of Arts and Sciences Interim Associate Dean Kyle Mayborn observed that taking six lower division classes would not seem to provide much depth. CCPI will recommend that the definition of a minor include a statement indicating that upper division hours should be included. 

Associate Provost Parsons stated that it is important to keep in mind who the minor is focused on or who the target audience is, whether the minor is only intended for students within a certain area or is more generalized and provides breadth for other areas. Dr. Mayborn believes it is important to keep in mind what a broadly educated person looks like; although General Education courses are supposed to provide some of that breadth, the University thought that students should go a little deeper in their minors and pursue something in which they are interested. He observed that combining of departments makes some of this more complicated; for instance, until recently Geology and Geography were in separate departments, but it is still beneficial to Geology students to take GIS, which is a complementary minor within Geography. 

The Registrar provided CCPI with examples of minors from other state universities. CCPI members really liked the definition used by the University of Illinois-Springfield and decided to model their proposal after it. CCPI discussed whether a minor should be 18 s.h. rather than 16 s.h. but decided after discussion to remain with the 16 s.h. requirement. 

CCPI discussed how “discipline” should be defined and whether it is different than “field of study.” Associate Provost Parsons remarked that years ago discipline meant the major in a department, and discipline and department were oftentimes used interchangeably. She noted, however, that department is considered an administrative term rather than an academic term. Dr. Gravitt suggested that the term “academic specialization” refer to a discipline; it can be used for both the major and the minor, and is already used in WIU’s definition of a non-comprehensive major. Dr. Lin observed that prefixes seem to indicate different disciplines, so perhaps the method used to convince the Provost’s office that a new prefix is needed can be applied to disciplines. Ms. Prosise, however, replied that these are determined on a case-by-case basis with no set protocol for their adoption. Dr. Mayborn observed that if CCPI leaves the definition of discipline too nebulous, it will change depending on the composition of the council. Dr. Gravitt stated that the definition of discipline in the Oxford English Dictionary is “a branch of learning or scholarly instruction typically studied in higher education.” 

Chairperson Hardeman proposed that rather than define discipline CCPI provide an understanding of what the term means and how departments or academic units can demonstrate that they meet the conditions of a discipline. She suggested that a statement could be made that “Students should not have a major and minor in the same discipline. Since discipline is a changing and fluid concept, we are not going to provide a definition of what it is but instead provide some ways by which a discipline might identify itself.” Chairperson Hardeman suggested these could include recognition by an accrediting or professional body; a consistent set of faculty qualifications and backgrounds; or research or scholarly output in an established course of study. Associate Provost Parsons suggested that a discipline could also be identified if there is a Classification of Instruction Programs (CIP) code assigned to it. CCPI suggested that a statement be included that a discipline is not intended to equate with a department and that a department is defined as an administrative unit that may or may not have a relationship with a discipline.  

CCPI discussed whether two-track minors, which have one minor for students in the major and another track for students outside the major, should continue to be allowed. CCPI members decided that they should not; minors should all be the same course of study, whether the students taking them are majors or non-majors. 

CCPI discussed the problem of overlap between majors and minors. Ms. Williams pointed out that only one class of up to 5 s.h. can overlap between the major and the minor. Dr. McGinty observed that if the definition of a discipline is such that majors and minors are radically different enough to constitute different disciplines, then there will not be overlap. Dr. Mayborn pointed out that if students are not allowed to double count, they will have to take one extra class with the extra cost associated with that. Chairperson Hardeman agreed that it seems punitive to not allow students to double count. She believes there must be some overlap between majors and minors so that students can obtain knowledge about the major through the replication of existing major courses. She thinks the amount of discrete credit hours needs to remain fixed. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Chairperson Hardeman will take CCPI’s comments and draft a report for the Council to consider at its next meeting. Once approved, the report will go to the Executive Committee, to Faculty Senate, and to the President for final approval of any changes to academic terms.

IV. New Business – None

V.	Provost’s Report – None

Motion: To adjourn (Gravitt)

The Council adjourned at 5:30 p.m.  

					Patrick McGinty, CCPI Secretary

					Annette Hamm, Faculty Senate Office Manager and Recording Secretary
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