
POLICIES AND PROCEDURES
OF THE
COUNCIL FOR INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION 2023
 
1. Mission Statement:
 The Council for International Education (CIE) serves as Faculty Senate’s representative body at Western Illinois University, to assist undergraduate students, faculty, and administration in creating an international education environment that fosters the understanding, knowledge, and skills necessary to successfully function in a globally interdependent and culturally diverse world.
 
2. Council Aims and Objectives:
Western Illinois University graduates should leave the institution capable of competing for employment with international corporations, and similar other agencies, or admission to graduate school at national and international institutions. With this in mind, undergraduate majors, curricula, and courses have been established at Western Illinois University, as has an undergraduate Foreign Language-Global Issue (FL/GI) degree requirement.
 
 3. Membership. 
The council consists of twelve members including nine faculty from either campus (two from each college and one from the library) appointed by the Faculty Senate, two students (one study abroad student and one international student), and the Executive Director of the School of Global Education and Outreach, or the Executive Director’s designee, as a non-voting ex-officio member. Preference will be given to faculty and students with international education or experience. 
4. Duties. The Council is responsible to the Faculty Senate for:
· Recommending initial approval of all courses with Global Issues (GI) designation.
· Recommending approval of all significant changes in Global Issues courses.
· Conducting periodic reviews of all Global Issues courses to assure compliance with the goals and objectives of the Global Issues requirement.
· Maintaining a list of all current instructors of Global Issues courses Departments are responsible for providing a current list.
· Working with and through the School of Global Education and Outreach to promote Global Issues courses and relevant academic activities on campus foreign language courses.
· Serving as consultants to faculty and Faculty Senate on international education as needed.
· Monitoring course enrollment in Global Issues courses.
· The University Registrar will provide this information once per year to CIE, preferably at the end of April. 
· CIE (with the help of the Registrar) will collect enrollment for each individual GI and foreign language courses as well as the entire enrollment for GI and FL classes.
· The data will be used to better understand the strength and challenges of these courses, in addition to collecting enrollment as a whole to compare GI enrollment relative to the total enrollment of all students.
· The information must contain global issues course enrollments      for the current spring, previous fall, and previous summer semesters. 
· Supporting campus internationalization efforts, such as international student recruitment and retention, study abroad, and institutional collaborations.
· Educate and empower students, staff, and faculty to be social justice advocates.
· Assist in developing curricula, programs, training, resources, and environments that reflect and strengthen diversity and elevate cultural awareness and understanding.
· Performing other duties as designated by the Faculty Senate. 
5. Goals and Objectives of Global Issues Courses
The goals of a global issues course are:
· Understand that the world is a system of interconnected countries and cultures;
· Understand that our actions impact other regions of the world;
· Develop an appreciation of global diversity and a critically informed perspective of the points of view of others.
Courses in Global Issues will enable students to:
· Discover how different forces (political, geographical, and historical) have shaped the development of different  cultures.
· Compare and Contrast different countries/cultures/societies.
· Recognize the interdependence of countries/cultures/societies.
· Understand one’s self and one’s own culture through contact with ideas from other countries/cultures/societies.
· Gain new proficiencies and skills to navigate unfamiliar cultures and situations.
· Appreciate diversity within relationships, organizations, and societies
5. Process and Role in Regard to the Foreign Language-Global Issues Degree Requirement:
 
1. Full council approves courses for General Education-Global Issues credit.
2. Full council approves courses for Discipline Specific-Global Issues credit.
3. CIE Chair, in conjunction with Faculty Senate Office Manager, maintains an updated list of approved Global  Issues courses, other than or in addition to the USA, with the assistance of the Faculty Senate office. (See procedures for reviews of Global Issues courses below.)
4. CIE Chair, in conjunction with Faculty Senate Office Manager, maintains an updated list of approved department/program plans for meeting the FL/GI graduation requirement with the assistance of the Faculty Senate office. 
5. CIE Chair and one CIE member conducts periodic reviews of approved Global Issues courses to assure compliance with the goals and objectives established by Faculty Senate for these courses based on the following process: 
In addition to reviewing Global Issues (GI) course approval forms, CIE will also:
Conduct reviews of departmental/school GI offerings to assure compliance with the principles and practices of the Foreign Language/Global Issues (FLGI) graduation requirement.
Selected departments/schools to be reviewed each year based upon consideration of the date of last review, using the List of Approved GI Courses located on the CIE website, which is updated when new GI courses are added.
CIE members (the Chair and one additional member) will conduct each departmental review. The Chair will initiate the process by informing the department chair or director of the Council’s selections for review. 
The department or school faculty will submit electronic copies of the GI and FLGI courses selected for review, and the reviewers will evaluate those documents with regard to the GI and FLGI guidelines. Upon completion of the syllabus review, a meeting will be scheduled with the department chair/director, the faculty member(s), and the two CIE reviewers to discuss the department/school’s strategies concerning GI offerings and suggestions and recommendations concerning the continued fulfillment of the guidelines.
The CIE reviewers will complete a final report at the conclusion of the review process and distribute it to the department chair/director and GI and FLGI faculty. The final report will indicate whether a follow-up review is recommended in the event of non-compliance with standards.
6.  Candidates for a baccalaureate degree at Western Illinois University are required to complete the foreign language/global issues requirement established for their major program of study.  Students will complete at least one of the four options listed below, as determined by their academic department:
a. Successfully complete one of the following options:
· Complete three years of high school language study, in a single language, with an average grade of C or better.
· For students whose native language is English, pass an appropriate test offered by the WIU Department of Foreign Languages and Literatures. 
· Complete, with a grade of C or better, a university-level course that meets the goals and objectives of the foreign language requirement.
· For international students whose native language is not English and who have been admitted to WIU, satisfy WIU’s admission requirements for English language proficiency.
 	b. Earn credit for a General Education course that is designated “Global Issues”
c.      Earn credit for a 300-level or higher course in the major or another department designated as “Global Issues.” 
d.       Successfully completing a WIU study abroad program of sufficient length and breadth.	
Student Appeals: Global Issues courses with IAI equivalency are allowed to automatically transfer as Global Issues courses. An appeals process has been established for students who believe that transfer coursework without IAI equivalency should satisfy their FL/GI requirement at Western Illinois University.  
Students must contact their academic adviser for details.  At a minimum, a letter of appeal including the justification for the request, as well as a course syllabus from the class in question must be submitted to the chair of the Council for International Education for review by the full committee.   	
7.   Procedures for Approving New or Revised Undergraduate Courses   
The Council for International Education is an intermediate step in the university approval process for new or revised international education undergraduate courses or curricula. As such, the Council only considers matters that pertain to international education and FL/GI.
The Council for International Education does not replace the requirements of the Council on Curricular Programs and Instruction (CCPI) or the Council on General Education (CGE).
Any party requesting Global Issues designation for new or revised undergraduate courses must submit their documents to this Council. This Council will examine the documents ONLY to determine if the requirements for Global Issues designation are met. Requests should be emailed to the Faculty Senate Office Manager for distribution to CIE.
Several forms specific to FL/GI have been developed.  Links to each form can be found on the Faculty Senate’s website at:
· http://www.wiu.edu/faculty_senate/documents/index.php
· Discipline-Specific Global Issues Request Form
· Department Plan to Meet FLGI Requirement 
· General Education Global Issues Request Form
· Short-Term Study Abroad Global Issues Request Form
· List of Approved Global Issues Courses
· Approved Department/Program Plans for Meeting FLGI Requirements 
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