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Annual Report
Council on General Education
 Academic Year 2021-2022 (AY 21/22)

Meeting Schedule

The Council on General Education (CGE) convened ten meetings throughout the Fall and Spring semesters. CGE met every other Thursday afternoon during Fall/Spring semesters from September 23, 2021, through May 5, 2022.  CGE’s February 17, 2022 meeting was canceled due to the weather-related university closure.  

All meetings were conducted via Zoom.

Membership on the Council on General Education for the 2021-2022 academic year included:  

Andrea Alveshere, (Vice Chair, Social Sciences)
Katherine Broughton (Human Well Being)
Matt Gilchrist	
Robert Intrieri (Social Sciences)
Robert Kelly (Chair, At-large)
Wanmo Koo (At-large)
Barbara Lawhorn (Basic Skills/Writing)
Adam Lewis (Humanities/Fine Arts)
Sherry Lindquist (Secretary, Humanities/Fine Arts)
Tonya Little (Basic Skills/Public Speaking)
Lia Petracovici (Math/Natural Sciences)
Febe Pamonag (Multicultural)
Yong Tang (Humanities/Fine Arts)
Seyfi Turkelli (Math/Natural Sciences)

[bookmark: _Hlk111471523]Ex-officio members for the past academic year included: Mark Mossman (Office of the Provost), Michelle Yager (University Advising), James Schmidt (Dean’s Council), and Lori Baker-Sperry (Liberal Arts & Sci.). 

The Student Government Association representative position remained vacant throughout the 2021-22 academic year.

The Faculty Senate charge regarding the constituency of the CGE states “the Council shall consist of sixteen members, including one undergraduate student selected by the Student Government Associations.”  With fourteen elected members and four ex-officio members active throughout the year the CGE fulfilled its basic charge for membership during AY 21/22 with the notable exception of the persistent SGA vacancy.  

The Human Well-Being Position remained vacant throughout Fall of 2021 and was filled for Spring 2022 upon the appointment of Professor Broughton on January 25, 2022.

At its final meeting of the 2021-2022 academic year, CGE held elections for its officers and welcomed the following members appointed by Faculty Senate for 2022-2023 as follows:

Election of New Officers for 2022-2023 (May 5, 2022)

Chair:  Barry Birnbaum (At-large)
Vice Chair: Lia Petracovici (Math/Natural Sciences)
Secretary: Tonya Little (Basic Skills/Public Speaking)

Outgoing Members 2022/Appointment of New Members beginning 2022-2023

	Outgoing 2022 CGE Members
	Incoming CGE Members
	Incoming Member Representative Area

	Wanmo Koo (2022)
	Barry Birnbaum (2025)
	At-large

	Seyfi Turkelli (2022)
	Mari Aanenson (2025)
	Math/Natural Sciences

	Adam Lewis (2022)  
	Alisha White (2025)
	Humanities

	Andrea Alveshere, (2022)
	Elgin Mannion (2025)
	Social Sciences



Summary of Activities

As AY 21/22 began, Vice Chair Alveshere provided CGE members with a review/summary of CGE’s 2020-2021 Annual Report.

During AY 21/22 CGE reviewed four articulation requests, five requests for inclusion in general education, and three change requests related to general education courses or assessments. These core CGE activities are detailed separately below under their own headings with Tables 1, 2, and 3 providing additional relevant information related to each, respectively.   

Throughout AY 21/22 there was also continued discussion of CGE’s potential video project for the promotion of general education (Gen Ed) throughout the Fall of 2021. Two example student-generated videos (which had been received from last year’s call for videos) were discussed. Related to this discussion, CGE’s Gen Ed video, provided last year for the virtual Registration 101 course, was discussed and preliminary feedback indicated it seemed to be well received by incoming WIU students. There was ongoing discussion, over several meetings, regarding the potential for the Gen Ed Video Project including the types of contributions which would be desirable and the mechanism for receiving videos proposed for inclusion. Chair Kelly provided a sample proposal outreach draft which was discussed and UTV representative Phil Weiss was consulted and provided suggestions to CGE regarding how such a video may be made optimally successful towards CGE’s stated goal in promoting understanding regarding the need for and benefits of Gen Ed coursework. Also, during the fall, and throughout the year, volunteers were requested to serve on Student Assessment General Education Committee (SAGE). SAGE volunteers included Vice Chair Alveshere, Chair Kelly, and ex-officio member Lori Baker-Sperry. 

During the Spring Semester, Vice Chair Alveshere and Chair Kelly, both members of the Associate Provost’s Reading Group (APRG) discussed and summarized the APRG’s assessment of the book Becoming a Student Ready College. This discussion included university readiness for incoming students versus the more traditional view of student readiness for college-level study. Along with this discussion was the concept of viewing the university as an entire ecosystem dedicated to the purpose of student success. It was agreed CGE would be kept informed of relevant ideas from the APRG which may be relevant to CGE.

General Education Course Articulation Requests

Four articulations requests were reviewed during AY 21/22. One was accepted and three were rejected. Table 1 below indicates the approvals/denials and the basis for each. The number and ratio of course articulation requests received/accepted this past year was 4/1. During AY 20/21 the ratio was 6/5. The rationale for acceptance or rejection appears in the Comments section of the table.  

[bookmark: _Hlk111463724]Table 1 - AY 21/22 Summary of Review of Articulation Requests


	Request
	Recommendation
	Date
	Comments

	MacMurray College VCON 302: Value Conflicts in the Western Tradition: The Renaissance & Modern World
	Approval
	09/23/2021
	The course fulfills the objectives of our Gen Ed curriculum in the Humanities.

	Elgin Community College GDS 150: Service-Volunteer
	Rejection
	12/02/2022
	Only 500 words of writing required for the course; it is unclear how many credit hours the course has; & it does not meet Gen Ed
requirements for Elgin Comm. College.

	College of DuPage COLLG 1100 College Path QuickStart*
	Rejection
	08/15/2022
	This course is specific to College of DuPage registration/orientation and not translatable to WIU Gen Ed requirements.

	Illinois Eastern CC - GEN 1113 Phi Beta Lambda Student Business Organization*
	Rejection
	08/15/2022
	This course is specific to an IECC student organization and not translatable to WIU Gen Ed requirements.



*As is customary, during the summer months when faculty are on leave, the requests were evaluated and processed by the Chair.


Requests for Inclusion in General Education
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During AY21/22, the CGE reviewed five course Requests for Inclusion in General Education. Four requests were recommended for approval and revisions were requested from one of the four requests. Table 2 below provides a summary of the CGE reviews regarding requests for Gen Ed inclusion.

Table 2 - AY 21/22 Summary of CGE Reviews – Request for Inclusion in General Education

	Request
	Recommendation
	Date
	Category

	Review of EDS 202 – Multicultural and Social Foundations of Education.
	Approval
	03/24/2022
	Multicultural Studies

	RPTA 293 – Inclusive Rec. for Individuals with Disabilities
	Approval
	04/21/2022
	Multicultural Studies

	MUS 197 – American Country Music
	Approval
	04/21/2022
	Humanities

	CSEC 101 – Introduction to Cyber Security
	Revisions Requested
	04/21/2022
	(Pending Revisions)

	SPAN 320 – Spanish for Heritage Speakers
	Approval
	05/05/2022
	Multicultural Studies



Change Requests

During AY21/22, the CGE reviewed four change requests (course or Gen Ed assessment). All four requests were recommended for approval. Table 3 below provides a summary of the CGE reviews regarding requests for Gen Ed changes.

Table 3 - AY 21/22 Summary of CGE Reviews – Request for Change/Request for Change in Assessment

	Request
	Recommendation
	Date
	Comments

	ARTH 282 (& 284)
	Approval
	11/04/2021
	ARTH 284 was merged with 282 to create the new History of World Art: to 1400. Similarly, 283 was then changed to History of World Art: 1400 – 1900. This was done to reflect/promote greater inclusivity.

	ARTH 283
	Approval
	11/04/2021
	

	HIST 341 – History of Latin America
	Approval
	12/02/2022
	Changing the Division of HIST 341 to HIST 241 promotes greater consistency in global history offerings.

	Honors General Education Assessment Proposal
	Approval
	05/05/2022
	Request rationale: General Honors courses need an additional higher-level assessment goal. Instead of assessing on goals #2 and #3, Honors students should be assessed on goals normally assessed by the relevant department, plus Goal # 4 which states “the student will demonstrate an understanding of the methods by which people pursue knowledge.”




Respectfully submitted by Professor Robert F. Kelly, CGE Chair (outgoing) – AY 21/22, August 15, 2022.  Special thanks to CGE Secretary Sherry Lindquist for taking excellent meeting minutes which greatly facilitated the generation of this report. 
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