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Ph.D., History, Ohio State University, 1995
M.A., History, Ohio State University, 1990
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Employment/Experience:  University Teaching
Department Chair and Professor, Department of History, Western Illinois University (WIU), January 2008 through June 2012
Professor of History, WIU, 2005-present
Associate Professor of History, WIU, 2000-2005
Assistant Professor of History, WIU, 1995-2000
Courses Taught at Western Illinois University:

History 105:  US History to 1877

History 106:  US History since 1877

History 201:  Historical Methods

History 301:  Research and Writing in History [now History 491]

History 317:  Women in American History

History 318:  Women in European History

History 418(G):  Emergence of Modern America, 1914-1945

History 419(G):  Recent America, 1945 to the Present

History 440(G):  Topics in Latin American History

History 491:  Capstone Seminar in History

History 510:  Graduate Research Seminar in U.S. History

History 511:  Graduate Readings Seminar in U.S. History
Graduate Instructor of History, Ohio State University, 1991-1995 [US History I & II]

Visiting Instructor of History, Ohio Wesleyan University, 1992 [American Women’s History]

Publications/Scholarly Activities
Refereed:

(Household Workers.(  The American Midwest: An Interpretive Encyclopedia.  Bloomington:  Indiana University Press, 2006.

(Girls, We Must Enlist!(  Chicago History 33 (Summer 2004):  26-49.

((Even in the remotest parts of the state(: Downstate (Woman(s Committee( Activities on the Illinois Home Front during World War I.(  Journal of the Illinois State Historical Society 96 (Winter 2004):  318-346.  Winner of the 2004 Pratt Award from the Illinois State Historical Society for most important article on Illinois history published in 2004.

((First in importance(: The Illinois Woman(s Committee during World War I.(  Journal of Illinois History 6 (Autumn 2003): 177-191.

(Jane Edna Hunter and Black Institution Building in Ohio.(  In Builders of Ohio: A Biographical History, ed. Warren Van Tine and Michael Pierce, 228-239.  Columbus:  Ohio State University Press, 2003.

Guest Editor.  (Women and Illinois History( issue.  Illinois History Teacher 10, no. 2 (2003).

((How I hate this hateful war!(: An Illinois Farm Woman during World War I.(  Journal of the Illinois State Historical Society 93 (Autumn 2000): 287-303.  Reprinted in Branching Out from St. Clair County, Illinois 29 (August 2002): 165-174 (published by the Marissa Historical & Genealogical Society).

(Challenging Racism among Women: Chicago YWCA Members( Racial Justice Activism, 1936-1945.(  Chicago History 29 (Summer 2000): 22-39.

(Contested Terrain: The Struggle Over Gender Norms for Black Working-Class Women in Cleveland(s Phillis Wheatley Association, 1920-1950.(  Ohio History 103 (Winter-Spring 1994): 5-22.

(Surviving Adversity: The Women(s International League for Peace and Freedom During World War II.(  Mid-America: An Historical Review 75 (January 1993): 67-83.

Non-Refereed:
Review of For the Freedom of Her Race:  Black Women and Electoral Politics in Illinois,  1877-1932, by Lisa G. Materson.  Annals of Iowa 70 (Winter 2011):  87-89.

Review of Christian Sisterhood, Race Relations, and the YWCA, 1906-46, by Nancy Marie Robertson.  Annals of Iowa 68 (Fall 2009):  472-73.
Review of Sisters: The Lives of America(s Suffragists, by Jean H. Baker.  Journal of Illinois History 10 (Spring 2007):  87-88.
Review of The Rise of the New Woman:  The Women(s Movement in America, 1875-1930, by Jean V. Matthews.  The Historian 67 (2005):  325-326.





Review of Buckeye Women: The History of Ohio(s Daughters, by Stephane Elise Booth.  Indiana Magazine of History 100 (September 2004):  260-261.


Review of Fithian: A Diary of a Small Town, by Richard Cannon.  Journal of the Illinois State Historical Society 96 (Autumn 2003): 309-310.

Review of Harry Truman and Civil Rights: Moral Courage and Political Risks, by Michael R. Gardner.  Journal of Illinois History (Winter 2002): 338-339.

Review of No Small Courage: A History of Women in the United States, ed. Nancy F. Cott.  The Historian 65 (2002):  164-166.

Review of A Century of Women:  The History of Women in Britain and the United States, by Sheila Rowbotham.  The Historian 62 (November 1999): 208-209.

Review of Midwestern Women:  Work, Community, and Leadership at the Crossroads, ed. Lucy Eldersveld Murphy and Wendy Hamand Venet.  Michigan Historical Review 24 (Fall 1998):  182.


Review of But for Birmingham:  The Local and National Movements in the Civil Rights Struggle, by Glenn T. Eskew.  North Carolina Historical Review 75 (October 1998): 483.

(Balancing Efficiency & Effectiveness in Writing-Intensive Courses.(  Teaching Writing at Western Illinois University:  A Manual for All WIU Faculty (August 1998):  22-23.

Review of Common Ground:  Feminist Collaboration in the Academy, ed. Elizabeth G. Peck and JoAnna Stephens Mink.  H-USA, H-Net Reviews, February 1998.

Review of Since You Went Away:  World War II Letters from American Women on the Home Front, ed. Judy Barrett Litoff and David C. Smith.  WHOM Newsletter:  Women Historians of the Midwest 25 (October 1996): 5-6.

Review of SEEDS 2:  Supporting Women(s Work Around the World, ed. Ann Leonard.  Journal of Developing Areas 30 (July 1996):  579-580.

Conference Presentations
Refereed:

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1"We Are the Government:  the Illinois Woman’s Committee during World War I."   SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Mid-America Conference on History, University of Oklahoma, October 2009.

Comments.  Session on “Educating America:  Problems of the Twentieth Century.”  Mid-America Conference on History, University of Oklahoma, October 2009
((Even in the remotest parts of the state(:  Downstate Illinois Women on the World War I Home Front.(  Illinois History Conference, Illinois Historic Preservation Agency, Springfield, Illinois, October 2004.

Comments.  Session on (Chicago War Exposition of 1918.(  Illinois History Conference, Illinois Historic Preservation Agency, Springfield, Illinois, Oct. 2004.  

(Educating Women in Wartime:  The Illinois Woman(s Committee during World War I.(  Illinois History Symposium, Illinois State Historical Society, Springfield, December 2003.

Comments.  Session on (Creating Community in Chicago.(  Conference on Illinois History, Illinois Historic Preservation Agency, Springfield, Illinois, October 2003.

Comments.  Session on (Women(s Roles in the Nineteenth Century.(  Illinois History Symposium, Illinois State Historical Society, Springfield, Illinois, December 2002.

Comments.  Session on (Defining (Woman( in Illinois.(  Illinois History Symposium, Illinois State Historical Society, Springfield, Illinois, December 2000.


(Answering the Call:  The Illinois Training Farm for Women during World War I.(  Rural Women(s Studies Association Conference, St. Paul, Minnesota, June 2000.

((First in importance(:  Illinois Women and the State Council of Defense during World War I.(  Northern Great Plains History Conf,, St. Cloud State University, Minn., Oct. 1999.

(The Power of Organized Womanhood:  Illinois Women and the Great War.(  Mid-America Conference on History, Southwest Missouri State University, September 1999.

Chair.  Session on (African-American Elites and Workers.(  Illinois History Symposium, Illinois State Historical Society, Springfield, Illinois, December 1996.

((Oh how I hate this hateful war!(:  An Illinois Farm Woman During World War I.(  Illinois History Symposium, Illinois State Historical Society, Springfield, December 1997.

(Sources and Styles of Grassroots Activism:  Black and White Women(s Efforts to End Racial Exclusion at the Chicago YWCA(s West Side Branch, 1936-1944.(  Illinois History Symposium, Ill. State Historical Society, Springfield, Illinois, December 1995.

(Surviving Adversity:  The U.S. Section of the Women(s International League for Peace and Freedom during World War II.(  Duquesne University History Forum, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, October 1990.

Non-Refereed Academic Conference Presentations to Secondary School History Teachers:

“Working with WASPS: Using World War II Oral Histories in the Classroom.”  Thirty-fifth Annual History Conference, Western Illinois University (WIU) Department of History, March 2011.
“Personal and Political: Black Women in Illinois Party Politics, 1890-1932.”  Thirty-fourth Annual History Conference, Western Illinois University (WIU) Department of History, May 2010.
(Ballads and Breadlines:  The Music of the Great Depression.(  Thirty-third Annual History Conference, Western Illinois University (WIU) Department of History, April 2008.
(Firebrands and Freedom-Seekers: African-American Women in the Abolitionist Movement.(  Thirty-second Annual History Conference, WIU Department of History, April 2007.

(Frances Perkins, Female Reformers, and FDR(s New Deal.(  Thirty-first Annual History Conference, WIU Department of History, April 2006.

(The Ladies of Lowell and Lynn:  American Women in the Early Industrial Revolution, 1830-1860.(  Thirtieth Annual History Conference, WIU Department of History, April 2005.


(Eleanor Roosevelt:  Public Life, Private Strife.(  Twenty-ninth Annual History Conference, WIU Department of History, April 2004.


(Suffrage, Slavery, and Sisterhood:  The Origins of American Women(s Struggle for the Vote, 1831-1869.(  Twenty-eighth Annual History Conference, WIU Department of History, April 2003.



(Revisiting Rosie:  Racial/Ethnic Dimensions of U.S. Women(s Employment During World War II.(  Twenty-sixth Annual History Conference, WIU Department of History, March 2001.


(Worker, Soldier, Volunteer:  American Women and the Great War.(  Twenty-fifth Annual History Conference, WIU Department of History, April 2000.



(Pillars of the Temple:  Women and the Civil Rights Movement, 1945-1965.(  Twenty-fourth Annual History Conference, WIU Department of History, April 1999.


(More Than a Mystery:  Amelia Earhart and the (New Woman( in the Interwar Years.(  Twenty-third Annual History Conference, WIU Department of History, April 1998.

(Flappers, Fords, and Feminists:  Women and the Sexual Revolution of the 1920s.(  Twenty-second Annual History Conference, WIU Department of History, April 1997.
(Sex, Suffrage, and Sisterhood:  Female Activists in Progressive-Era America, 1890-1920.(  Twenty-first Annual History Conference, WIU Department of History, April 1996.

Profession and Academic Service
Regional Service to Secondary School History Teachers:
(Brother, Can You Spare a Dime: America during the Great Depression.(  Davenport, Iowa Annual Teachers( Institute, January 2007.

(Rum-Runners, Bootleggers, and Speakeasies:  Organized Crime during Prohibition, 1920-1933.(  Regional High School History Teachers( Symposium, WIU, March 2005.


(Not Just Monkeying Around:  Using the 1925 Scopes Trial in the Classroom.(  DuPage Valley Social Studies Conference, Naperville, Illinois, March 2005.


(The Whole World was Watching:  Chicago, the Convention, 1968.(  Regional High School History Teachers( Summer Symposium, WIU Department of History, June 2004.


( New Perspectives on the Scopes (Monkey( Trial.(  Regional High School History Teachers( Symposium, WIU Department of History, March 2004.

(Liberty Ships & Riveting Rosies:  U.S. Economic Mobilization during World War II.(  DuPage Valley Social Studies Conference, Naperville, February 2004.

(The Twenties:  (Flappers and the Emergency of Modern America.(  Regional High School History Teachers( Summer Symposium, WIU Department of History, June 2003.

(Nature and Impact of US Economic Mobilization during World War II.(  Regional High School History Teachers( Summer Symposium, WIU Department of History, June 2003.

(The Underside of the Great Depression.(  DuPage Valley Social Studies Conference, Naperville, Illinois, February 2003.




(Goals and Legacies of the New Deal:  Relief, Reform, and Recovery.(  Regional High School History Teachers( Institute, WIU Department of History, November 2002.

(Women in the Twenties:  Images and Realities.(  Jacksonville High School Teachers( Annual In-Service Institute, Jacksonville, Illinois, May 2002.


((Brother, Can You Spare a Dime?  The Underside of the Great Depression.(  Regional High School History Teachers( Institute, WIU Department of History, March 2002.

University/College of Arts & Sciences Service:
Director(s Level Recognition, WIU Foundation Fellows Society, Fall 2007-present

Member, WIU Foundation(s Morgan Society, 2005-present

Humanities Representative, University Council on General Education, 2010-13

Secretary, University Council on General Education, 2010-12

University Chairs’ Council Representative, Vice President for Student Services Search Committee, 2010-11

College Chairs’ Council Representative, Associate Dean Search Committee, 2010
Member, College Dean Search Committee, 2008-09
WIU Representative, Illinois Articulation Initiative (IAI) History Major Panel, 2001-2009
Senator, WIU Faculty Senate, 1999-2002, 2006-2009

University Chairs’ Council Representative, Associate Provost Search Committee, Spring/Summer 2008

History Representative, College Office Space Committee, 2006-2008

Panelist, (Women and the Constitution,(  WIU National Constitution Week celebration, Fall 2007
Member, Provost(s Awards of Excellence Committee on Excellence in University/Community Service, Fall 2007

Member, Faculty Senate Committee on Presidential and Provost Review, 2006-2007

Member, College Outstanding Faculty Awards Committee, Spring 2007

Co-Chair, American Democracy Project, WIU, 2006-2007

Outstanding Service Award Recipient, WIU College of Arts & Sciences, 2006

Member, WIU Foundation(s Sherman Society, 1996-2005

Chair, Faculty Council, WIU College of Arts & Sciences, 2004-2005

Vice Chair, University Council on General Education, 2004-2005 

Humanities Representative, University Council on General Education, 1996-1999, 2002-05
Co-Organizer, (Democratic Education and the American Dream,( WIU College of Arts & Sciences Campus/Community Dialogue Panel Discussion, Macomb City Hall, April 2005

Keynote Speaker.  "Seven Who Changed America:  Women's Successful Civic Engagement in the Twentieth Century," 2005 Women's History Month Keynote Address, WIU Women's Center, March 2005
WIU Faculty Representative, Association of American Colleges and Universities Annual Meeting, San Francisco, January 2005

Member, Faculty Senate Task Force on Assessment of General Education, 2004-2005

Member, Faculty Senate Committee on Global Perspectives/Foreign Languages, 2004-2005

Chair, Curriculum Committee, WIU College of Arts & Sciences, 2003-2004

Humanities Representative, College Curriculum Committee, 1998-1999, 2002-2004

Senior Pod Leader, College New Faculty Orientation Program, 2003-2004

Faculty Presenter, New Student Orientation, 1999-2003

Faculty Presenter, Summer Orientation for Parents of New Students, 2000-2003

Invited Panelist, (The U.S. After 9/11/01:  Four Perspectives( Panel Discussion, WIU College of Arts & Sciences, Fall 2002



Organizer and Panel Member, (Environmental Spirit:  The Life and Contributions of Jane Goodall( Panel Discussion, WIU College of Arts & Sciences, Spring 2002


Invited Panelist, (Women and Politics( Panel Discussion, Women(s Studies 455 (The Personal is Political, 2002" Conference, WIU College of Arts & Sciences, Spring 2002.

Treasurer, Western Organization for Women, 2000-2002

Panel Member, (Sure Thing( New Student General Education Orientation, 1999-2002

Faculty Judge, Women(s History Month Residence Hall Bulletin Board Contest, 2000-2002

(Confronting Gender, Race, and Class:  The Illinois Woman(s Committee During World War I,(  (Women as Researchers( Series, WIU Women's Center, March 2001

Invited Panelist, (Evaluating the Clinton Presidency( Panel Discussion, WIU College of Arts & Sciences, Fall 2000


President, Western Organization for Women, 1999-2000






Co-Leader, WIU Freshman Experience/General Education Workshop, Summer 2000

Invited Panelist, "Sure Thing" Humanities Presentation to WIU Faculty, WIU College of Arts & Sciences, Spring 2000
College Representative, Alverno College (Wisconsin) Seminar on General Education, 2000

Panel Member, College Freshman Experience/General Education Workshop, 2000

Invited Panelist, "A Century of Excellence in Women's History at Western and in Macomb," WIU Women's Center, Spring 2000, Spring 1999
Keynote Speaker, "The Legacy of Seneca Falls," Annual Meeting, Western Organization for Women, WIU, September 1998


Member, Steering Committee to Redesign Teacher Education, College of Education, 1997-1998

Member, College Faculty Awards Committee, 1997

Moderator, "Local Women's History:  Past, Present, Future Perspectives of Women's Leadership and Organization" Panel Discussion, WIU Women's Center and Western Organization for Women, March 1997

Member, Faculty Senate Ad-hoc Committee on University Writing Requirements, 1996-1997

Evaluator, University Writing Exam, 1995-1997

Member, Provost(s Humanities Assessment Research Team, 1995-1997

Invited Panelist, "Classroom Assessment Techniques in the Humanities, Forum on the Humanities, WIU College of Arts & Sciences, April 1996
Invited Panelist, "African-American and Hispanic Women in Recent American History," Women(s History Month Panel, WIU Department of History, March 1996
Invited Panelist, (Dialogue: Women(s Rights as Universal Rights,( WIU College of Arts & Sciences, October 1995
History Department Service:
History Representative, University Teacher Education Committee, 2000-present

History Representative, WIU Secondary Education Discussion Group, 2000-present

Chair, History Department, January 2008-present
Webmaster, Department of History, May 2008-present
Member, Western Illinois Historical Review Editorial Board, 2009-present
Faculty Coordinator, Department of History Search Committees, 2002-03, 2005-06, 2006-07, 2007-2008

Member, Department of History Search Committees, 1997-1998, 1998-1999, 2002-2003, 2005-2006, 2006-2007, 2007-2008

Chair, Department Personnel Committee, Department of History, 2004-2007

Member, Department Personnel Committee, 2000-2007

Member, Undergraduate Program Committee, Department of History, 1995-1999, 2002-2007

Chair, History Department Chair(s Review Committee, Fall 2006

Chair, Undergraduate Program Committee, Department of History, 2002-2006

Chair, Grade Appeals Committee, Department of History, Spring 2006

Department Representative, History Graduate Student Exchange Program with Bilkent University (Ankara, Turkey), 2005
History Representative, Faculty Council, College of Arts & Sciences, 1998-1999, 2002-2005
Invited Panelist, History Passing Score Review Panel, Illinois State Board of Education, Summer 2004

Faculty Advisor, Associated Students of History, 1995-2003

Member, Department Graduate Committee, 1999-2002

Member, History Department(s (Teaching American History( U.S. Dept. of Education Grant-Writing Team, 2001
Community Service:

Featured Speaker, (Martha Treadway(s World War I Experience in Illinois,(  Henderson County Historical Association, Raritan Opera House, July 2001.

Featured Speaker, (What Do You Know About Women(s History?(  Illinois Women School Administrators, Macomb Branch, Annual Spring Meeting, Macomb, Illinois, March 2001.



Grants and Awards
Principal Investigator, Teaching American History Grant, U.S. Department of Education, 2008-2012  ($129,585)
Outstanding Faculty Award for Service, College of Arts and Sciences, WIU, 2006
Honoring Our Professors’ Excellence (HOPE) Award, Student Services Division, Western Illinois University, 2006
Pratt Award for Outstanding Scholarship, Illinois State Historical Society, 2004
Presidential Fellowship, Ohio State University, 1994-95
University Fellowship, Ohio State University, 1989-90
Professional Memberships & Affiliations
American Historical Association
Organization of American Historians

Coordinating Council for Women in History

National Council for History Education

National Council on Public History

Women and Gender Historians of the Midwest

Illinois State Historical Society

WIU Foundation Fellows Society
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