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THE PROGRAM
This program is designed to address prevention, policy, and the 
state of safety in schools in the event of an active shooter incident. 
Experts in several areas of the WIU School of Law Enforcement 
and Justice Administration program will present information on 
policies and practices in the event of a violent incident. Presenters 
will include vital information on red flag behaviors and information 
on protocols during a school emergency. This program provides 
an opportunity for educational policymakers as well as law
enforcement officials to discuss and learn about how to create safer 
schools and communities.

ABOUT THE SCHOOL OF LAW ENFORCEMENT 
AND JUSTICE ADMINISTRATION

The School of Law Enforcement and Justice Administration at
Western Illinois University is the largest criminal justice program 
in the state and one of the largest in the United States. The school 
has been identified as a signature program at WIU.

Faculty members within the school come from a wide array of 
criminal justice and public safety occupations and professions. Many 
faculty are active in law enforcement and knowledgeable on current 
issues and practice. 

The school has a 42-year history of offering students Baccalaureate 
and Master’s degrees. In addition to the major, the school currently 
offers six minors at the undergraduate level: Law Enforcement and 
Justice Administration, Fire Science, Fire Administration, Homeland 
Security, Private Security Administration, and Legal Studies.

 

 

THE PRESENTERS
Keynote Presentation

The Russia Story: What Happened There. What 
We Don’t Want to Happen Here: Law Enforcement 
Responses to Terrorism and Violence at Schools

Dr. Vladimir Sergevnin
Shortly after the attacks of 9/11, law enforcement and homeland 
security experts identified schools as one of our nation’s most 
vulnerable areas for terrorist attacks. In the past decade, there 
have been multiple high profile incidents involving violence in 
schools, including the recent shooting rampages at Virginia Tech, 
Northern Illinois University, and Sandy Hook. In 2004, the U.S. 
Department of Education issued an advisory warning to schools 
with recommendations for strengthening security and emergency 
preparedness in the wake of the terrorist attack on a school in 
Beslan, Russia. 

Although many schools have created safety plans, they have not 
conducted drills to determine the viability of these plans, nor 
have they effectively engaged all necessary school personnel, local 
law enforcement, and other community partners, or parents and 
students in the development and implementation of these plans. 
In short, most communities have not initiated a comprehensive, 
systematic effort to reduce the likelihood and impact of a critical 
incident in their schools. In this presentation, Dr. Sergevnin will 
touch on the events in Beslan, Russia, and the impact they have had 
on issues of safety and security.

Dr. Sergevin earned a Ph.D. in History from the Moscow Institute 
of National Economy. He is the Director of the Center for Applied 
Criminal Justice at WIU, and the Editor of both the Law Enforcement 
Executive Forum journal and the Western Journal of Criminal Justice.

A History of Public Policy on School Shootings

Dr. Todd Lough
School shootings in the United States have become increasingly 
common and deadly in recent decades. In his presentation, Dr. 
Lough will present a short history of school shootings in America 
and the political and public policy debates that inevitably follow 
such events. In particular, Dr. Lough focuses on what lessons have 
been learned from past school shootings and the local, state, and 
federal government policy responses to this ongoing threat to the 
safety of America’s children.

Dr. Lough is an assistant professor in the School of Law Enforcement 
and Justice Administration. He earned his Bachelor’s degree from 
Concordia College in 1986, where he majored in Political Science. 
He subsequently attended Loyola University Chicago, earning both 
an M.A. (1990) and Ph.D. (1998) in American Politics. In the fall 
of 1998, Dr. Lough graduated from the Chicago Police Academy 
and worked for nine years as a Chicago Police Officer. His research 
interests include policing issues, private and public security 
concerns, and multijurisdictional responses to terrorism.

Identifying and Preventing School Violence

Dr. John R. Schafer
This presentation will explore the warning signs associated with 
violent acts. In several cases, perpetrators have posted information 
online or inferred to close friends or family that there will be an 
impending event. Dr. Schafer will discuss the types of activities and 
the telltale signs which educators and law enforcement should look 
for in order to prevent acts of violence. 

Dr. Schafer is a retired FBI Special Agent, currently employed as an 
assistant professor at WIU. He served as a behavioral analyst assigned 
to the FBI’s National Security Behavioral Analysis Program. He has 
published numerous articles on a wide range of topics, including 
the psychopathology of hate, ethics in law enforcement, detecting 
deception, and the universal principles of criminal behavior. Dr. 
Schafer earned a Ph.D. in Psychology from Fielding Graduate 
University in Santa Barbara, California. He owns his own consulting 
company, and he lectures and consults in the U.S. and abroad. 

Cyber Aggression and Schools

Jill Joline Myers
Internet usage is essential for student success and is often a 
requirement and a necessary tool for researching and gathering 
resources for completion of school assignments. Although the 
technology has brought advantages in communication, information, 
and entertainment from the world to students’ fingertips, it has 
also brought with it certain disadvantages. Online activities expose 
children to aggression, violence, and predators in a new venue 
without the benefit of family and community protective supervision. 
Because of these dangers, it is now vital that school personnel 
step forward and assist youth in navigating technology highways. 
Enforcing cyber bullying policies cannot come at the expense of 
Constitutional free speech rights. The challenge is in knowing 



the difference and applying the appropriate response within the 
schoolyard gates. To that end, this session will offer suggestions for 
identifying, understanding, addressing, avoiding, and preventing 
cyber aggressive behavior in school settings.

Jill Joline Myers is an associate professor and the Assistant Director 
of the School of Law Enforcement and Justice Administration 
at Western Illinois University. Prior to coming to WIU, she 
earned her Juris Doctorate degree and served as a prosecutor 
in Baltimore, Maryland, for over 20 years. As a state and special 
assistant U.S. prosecutor, she served as the division chief of the 
Special Investigations Division which focused on employing wire, 
electronic, and oral surveillance techniques to investigate major 
criminal organizations, drug traffickers, and terrorist activities. 
She regularly teaches and acts as a consultant to state and federal 
law enforcement agencies, educational institutions, and legislative 
bodies and provides expertise regarding 1st, 4th, 5th, 6th, and 
14th Amendment issues; surveillance technologies and applications 
under the USA PATRIOT Act; and various state and federal statutes. 
She has served as a script consultant for the Home Box Office, Inc.’s 
production of The Wire and Taxi Cab Confessions. Her research agenda 
includes constitutional law and human rights issues, the collection of 
information and data through technology and its impact on privacy 
rights, civil liability of state agents, violence reduction strategies, 
witness intimidation and identification legislation and policy, and 
cyber bullying. 

Protocols During an Active Shooter Event

Captain Robert Elliot & Danny Leezer
This session will address law enforcement responses during an active 
shooter incident. Participants will familiarize themselves with safety 
protocols and the appropriate law enforcement responses. Danny 
Leezer will discuss rapid deployment responses and training as well 
as changes in responses since Columbine. Captain Robert Elliot will 
discuss responses from the National Incident Management System 
(NIMS), the role of NIMS at a critical incident, and its part in threat 
resolution.

Captain Elliot and Mr. Leezer provide instruction to police officers, 
schools, and businesses in the event of an active shooter. Captain 
Elliott has been a LEJA adjunct instructor at WIU since 2001. He 
serves as a state police district commander with 24 years of service 
and assignments in Research and Development, Academy Training,  
and Tactical Response Team. As an Illinois Professional Emergency 
Manager, he has deployed to disasters and critical incidents
throughout Illinois as well as out of state. 

Mr. Leezer is a 19-year veteran with the Illinois State Police and is an 
adjunct professor at WIU. He is Advanced Law Enforcement Rapid 
Response Team (ALERRT) certified to teach active shooter training 
to police officers and has co-authored training for police officers, 
schools, and businesses to deal with active shooter incidents. The 
training for police officers is certified through the Illinois Law 
Enforcement Training and Standards Board. 

Captain Elliot and Mr. Leezer both hold Bachelor’s and Master’s 
degrees in LEJA from WIU and both have been members of the 
Illinois State Police SWAT Team.

 

Panel Discussion
 Schools and Law Enforcement Working Together

Dr. Barry McCrary
Moderated by Dr. Barry McCrary, this panel discussion will address 
methods that schools, law enforcement, and other partners can 
work together to prepare an action plan in the event of a critical 
incident. Members of the day’s conference will take part in this 
discussion, bringing together various viewpoints which will address 
the resources available to partners to create an action plan and the 
legal ramifications of not having an action plan in place.

Dr. McCrary is currently an assistant professor at Western Illinois 
University and has over 20 years of experience as a trainer and 
professor. He has held numerous positions in the field of juvenile 
justice. He has worked for the Allegheny County Juvenile Court as 
well as the Community Intensive Supervision Program in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, where he was responsible for counseling, designing, 
implementing, and monitoring a progressive treatment program. 
In addition to his work for the juvenile courts, Dr. McCrary has 
worked as a counselor, consultant, therapist, and crisis intervention 
specialist for various organizations. He has extensive experience in 
the field of social science, administration of justice, and educational 
leadership.

PROGRAM SCHEDULE
School Safety: Active Shooter Threats  

to Schools and Their Communities

Thursday, May 2
7:00 pm Conference Reception
 WIU Alumni House
 Open to All Conference Registrants

Friday, May 3
8:00 am Registration 
 University Union Grand Ballroom

9:00 am Welcome

9:15 am A History of Public Policy on School Shootings
 Dr. Todd Lough

10:30 am Identifying and Preventing School Violence
 Dr. John R. Schafer

11:45 am Lunch
 Keynote
 The Russia Story
 Dr. Vladimir Sergevnin 

1:00 pm  Cyber Aggression and Schools
 Jill Joline Myers

2:00 pm Protocols During an Active Shooter Event 
 Captain Robert Elliot & Danny Leezer 

3:00 pm Panel Discussion: Schools and Law 
Enforcement Working Together

 Dr. Barry McCrary

4:00 pm Program Conclusion



GENERAL INFORMATION
REGISTRATION

The professional registration fee is $95. This fee includes the 
conference reception, lunch, learning materials, attendance, and 
applicable continuing education units. 

Registration closes on April 29, 2013. Please complete the
Registration Form below and return it with credit card information 
or a check made payable to Western Illinois University. A map 
is included with your registration confirmation.

ACCOMMODATIONS
For those seeking overnight accommodations, on-campus hotel 
arrangements may be made by contacting the University Union 
(309-298-1941). Off-campus accommodations may be made at the 
Hampton Inn (309-837-6000), Best Western Plus (309-836-6700), 
and the Comfort Inn (309-837-2220).

CONTINUING EDUCATION UNITS
Continuing Professional Development Units: If you are an Illinois public 
school teacher, you are eligible to receive six Continuing Professional 
Development Units (CPDUs) for participating in the program.Y ou must 
indicate your interest in receiving CPDUs by checking the appropriate 
box on the Registration Form below. You must also complete the 
required evaluation form at the conclusion of the conference.

WIU CEUs: Western Illinois University awards certificates of
Continuing Education Units (CEUs) to all participants who request 
them and who provide their social security number to the Office of 
Non-Credit Programs. This program carries .5 CEUs.

Other CEUs: The WIU Department of Social Work is an approved 
provider of continuing education for social workers, license no. 

 

 

159.000188. Social workers are eligible to receive six contact 
hours for participating in the program. Please contact Non-Credit 
Programs in regard to documentation.

Only registrants attending the full program day are eligible for 
CPDUs, CEUs granted by WIU, or documentation of social worker 
contact hours.

ADA COMPLIANCE
Western Illinois University is in compliance with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act of 1990. Please let us know how we can accommodate 
any special needs you have at least two weeks prior to the conference 
date. Please call the Non-Credit Programs office at (309) 298-1911.

REFUND POLICY
WIU reserves the right to withdraw a program because of unforeseen 
circumstances or insufficient enrollment. If a program is canceled, 
registrants are notified and all fees are refunded. A $20 cancellation 
fee is charged to participants who cancel after April 29. There are no 
refunds on or after the conference date.

WHO SHOULD ATTEND
School administrators, law enforcement officials, counselors, school 
psychologists, social workers, and members of the juvenile justice 
community would find this program beneficial.

FURTHER INFORMATION 
For further information, call the Non-Credit Programs office toll 
free at (866) 933-8964 or at (309) 298-1911. You can also visit us on 
the Web at wiu.edu/noncredit.

REGISTRATION FORM 
Western Illinois University 

School Safety: Active Shooter Threats  
to Schools and Their Communities

______________________________________________________________
Name

______________________________________________________________
Professional Title and Affiliation

______________________________________________________________
Home Address

______________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip Code 

______________________________________________________________
Business Phone (include area code) Home Phone (include area code)

______________________________________________________________
E-Mail Address Source Code (see back panel)

❑ I will be attending the conference reception on the evening of May 2 at 7:00 pm. 
 All registrants are invited to attend a reception at the WIU Alumni House sponsored by the 

School of Law Enforcement and Justice Administration.

Please indicate what type of documentation you prefer:
❑ Continuing Professional Development Units (CPDUs)
❑ WIU Continuing Education Units (CEUs)
❑ Social Worker Contact Hours
❑ No documentation needed

Registration Fee
❑ Professional registration: $95

Three Ways to Pay
❑ Check, payable to Western Illinois University, enclosed.
❑ Credit card (information provided below)
❑ Fax registration form and credit card information to (309) 298-2226.

Charge to ❑ Visa ❑ MasterCard ❑ Discover

________________________________________________________
Card Number

________________________________________________________
Expiration Date  CV Code

________________________________________________________
Billing Address (if different than home address)

________________________________________________________
Authorized Signature

Mail completed form to Non-Credit Programs, Horrabin Hall 6, WIU, 1 University Circle, 
Macomb, IL 61455-1390. Registration closes April 29, 2013. Duplicate this form for 
additional registrations.

Western Illinois University complies with all federal and state nondiscrimination 
laws, orders, and regulations. Western Illinois University is an Affirmative Action/
Equal Opportunity institution and affirms its commitment in all programs and 
activities to nondiscrimination on the basis of sex, race, color, sexual orientation, 
gender identity and gender expression, religion, age, marital status, national 
origin, disability, and veteran status.
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