
 

 

GENERAL HONORS COURSES – Spring 2019 
 

With the exception of the required one hour G H 299, the following General Honors courses may be used to fulfill requirements in the University’s General Education:  G H 101, 
201, and 301 in the GE area of the humanities; G H 102, 202, 302 in the GE area of the social sciences; G H 103, 203, 303 in the GE area of mathematics and the natural sciences; 

G H 104, 204 in the GE area of math and the natural sciences with lab.  

 
Note that G H 101 may be taken as Advanced Placement Credit for English 180 OR English 280, but not for both English 180 and 280.   

G H 101 may be repeated only if taken in a different department.  However, AP credit may only be earned once.  A student may NOT take G H 101 and earn AP credit 

for ENG 180 and then repeat the course to earn AP credit for ENG 280. 
 

 /46527 G H 101 Sec. Q11 MEANINGFL LIVES B. Porter  12:30-3   M        QC Complex 2206 QC 

 46256 G H 101 Sec. 29    AUTOBIOGRAPHIES S. Rahman 12:30-1:45 TTH Simpkins 214 MACOMB 

 46493 G H 101 Sec. 30    AUTOBIOGRAPHIES S. Rahman 9:30-10:45 TTH Simpkins 214 MACOMB 

 46528 G H 101 Sec. 34 FILM POP CULTUR R. Di Carmine 10-10:50  MW  Simpkins 220 MACOMB 

       Also meets    4-5:50 W Simpkins 220 MACOMB 

 49679 G H 101 Sec. 41 UTOPIA/DYSTOPIA W. Knox  2-3:15 TTH Simpkins 027 MACOMB 

 46257 G H 101 Sec. 92 SOC CLASS LIT  T. Helwig 11-11:50 MWF Simpkins 020 MACOMB 

 49481 G H 299 Sec. I58 LIV COR VALUES A. Geisler ONLINE    MACOMB & QC  

 %43654 G H 299 Sec. 03 COFAC HON SEM  W. Howard  8-8:50 W Garwood 13 MACOMB 

 43655 G H 299 Sec. 06  DEMYSTIFY GIS  Y. Deng  3-3:50 TH Tillman 401 MACOMB 

 +43653 G H 299 Sec. 91 INSD STATE GOV K. Boeckelman 3:30-4:20 T Morgan 207A MACOMB 

         ♦G H 299 Sec.  SCAND TODAY  J. Hancks           ARRANGED   MACOMB & QC 

 46598 G H 301 Sec. 87 FREEDOM & RESP G. Pettit  10-10:50 MWF Morgan 230 MACOMB            

 43659 G H 302 Sec. 67 ECON SUST FOOD T. Sadler  11-12:15 TTH Stipes 317 MACOMB 

 43660 G H 302 Sec. 79 DEMOCRACY GAMES E. Taylor  9:30-10:45 TTH Morgan 226 MACOMB 

 /43661 G H 333 Sec. 01 INDEP STUDY  R. Hardy   ARRANGED   MACOMB & QC 

 /43662 G H 444 Sec. 01 IND SR RESEARCH R. Hardy   ARRANGED   MACOMB & QC 

 &45849     COMM 241H Sec. 19 INTRO PUB SPKG S. Macchi 2-3:15     TTH Memorial 339 MACOMB 

 &44566      ECON 351H Sec. 01 GLOBAL POVERTY S. P. Ghimire     3-5:30 W Stipes 215 MACOMB 

 &44367 CS 114H Sec. 02 INTRO COMP SCI  J. Covert   11-11:50 MWF Stipes 210 MACOMB 

 &44062 ANTH/WS 395H Sec. 01  GENDER & ENVIR  H. McIlvaine-Newsad 2-3:15 TTH Morgan 322 MACOMB 

 &46610 REL 111H Sec. 02 WEST RELIGIONS A. Carr  9:30-10:45 TTH Morgan 228 MACOMB 
 

/Honors College permission required.  

%Honors College permission required, COFAC students only 

+Class meets second 8 weeks of the semester, and includes a field trip to Springfield. 
&Counts as G H course for satisfying graduation requirements for Honors Scholar status. 

 ♦Additional costs for required trip to Iceland. 

 

/46527 G H 101 Sec. Q11   MEANINGFL LIVES B. Porter    12:30-3  M  QC  

Stranger Than Fiction:  Happiness, Hope, and Meaningful Lives:  This course will allow students to engage literature, film, and recent happiness research for the purpose of 

choosing habits of mind and life practices that will support them in their own pursuits of “happiness.”  The course will begin with an overview of the ways in which the study of 
literature can be transformative---“a lamp of knowledge, a symbol of enlightenment and a path to immeasurable freedom”  (Gikandi).  From there, students will engage in a study 

of happiness, how it is defined, how it is studied, how it is measured, and how people pursue it.  In this context, they will read Tolstoy’s Anna Karenina and discuss the choices 

made by the characters in their pursuits of happiness.  Students will next examine the distinction between a happy life and a meaningful life through reading and discussion of 
Frankl’s Man’s search for Meaning.  In the final third of the course students will read the short stories in Berry’s Fidelity and will consider the ideas of community and hope.  They 

will engage in a service learning project that will allow them opportunities for personal growth as they practice social responsibility and commitment to community./Course meets 

in the Quad-Cities. Honors College permission required. 

 

46256 G H 101 Sec. 29  AUTOBIOGRAPHIES S.  Rahman   12:30-1:45               TTH            MACOMB 

46493 G H 101 Sec. 30  AUTOBIOGRAPHIES S.  Rahman   9:30-10:45               TTH            MACOMB 

Autobiographies:  In this course, we will study autobiographies in which a range of authors male and female, Australian, American, Pakistani, and Canadian, write the story of 

their lives.  Since autobiographies are often accounts of self-discovery, we will ask what these writers learn about themselves.  How do they choose to represent their identities to 

us, the reading public?  Do they depict the fragmentation of their lives or do they insist on wholeness and integration?  In addition, since outside forces shape individual lives, we 
will explore the ways in which family, gender, nationality, sexuality, and politics shape each of the lives we read about.  We will also consider how the imagination and the life of 

the mind influences the life one leads.  We will begin this course with an autobiography that has been considered typical of the genre.  We will then critically read a series of 

contemporary autobiographies. Throughout this course, we will ask ourselves what we can learn from each of these representations of human life. 
 

46528 G H 101 Sec. 34   FILM POP CULTUR R. Di Carmine   10-10:50   MW   MACOMB 

       Also meets      4-5:50  W    

Film and Popular Culture:  This course will survey the ways in which film changed popular culture throughout the world. As a visual medium, film was one of the first universal 

art forms, and a powerful force in shaping a world that was coming to understand itself as more than a collection of nation-states. Through film, the world of the twentieth century 

opened up, as, for instance, the films of Charlie Chaplin were screened and loved everywhere in the world in the 1920s. This course will investigate how the medium of film and 
the institutions of cinema created a new, shared language for the world. While that language was primarily visual, everywhere in the world people were also writing about film: 

philosophers, art historians, sociologists, scientists all had much to say. Just as revealing, too, are the ways in which film was written about and talked about by journalists and, 

most importantly, ordinary people, the fans. We will pay special attention to how people write about film. Film writing reveals changing technologies, social contexts and norms, 
and provides both scholars and ordinary fans a vehicle to assess, celebrate, and contest the emerging meanings of modernity.  Over the course of the semester, our goal is to 

understand how film played a pivotal role in creating a new and unprecedented popular culture, and we will enter into that culture as writers ourselves.  

 

49679 G H 101   Sec. 41      UTOPIA/DYSTOPIA W. Knox          2-3:15  TTH  MACOMB 

Utopian/Dystopian Societies and Environments: Consistent with the University theme of Environmental Sustainability, this course will examine six novels with respect to the 

relationship between the societies and their environments, both natural and cultural as well as balanced and unbalanced, in which they their writers place them.  The settings will be 
studied as points of comparison and contrast for the societies which do and do not thrive in their midst.  Depending on the novel under study, the larger environmental setting, 

either rural or urban, will be viewed, generally, as a complement or point of ironic contrast to the social engineering created as the writer’s central focus.  Such points as physical 
and mental health of the characters, their sense of freedom, ability to associate with other characters, and encouragement to develop the political justice serve as points of departure 

for class discussion and written assignments.  The principal goals of the class are to have students see the potentially positive relationship between nature and social health and the 

ability of the human spirit to overcome sometimes profoundly dysfunctional environments. 
 



 

46257 G H 101 Sec. 92  SOC CLASS LIT  T. Helwig               11-11:50  MWF  MACOMB 

Class Mobility in American Literature:  In 1782, American essayist J. Hector St. John de Crèvecoeur wrote, “The rich and the poor are not so far removed from each other as 

they are in Europe….We are the most perfect society now existing in the world.”  And thus, from the 18 th century to the present, a number of American authors, political theorists, 
and social commentators have helped to construct the image of America as a largely classless society, thereby frustrating our efforts to appreciate the importance of class to our 

everyday lives and even to perceive how class difference is represented in our national literature and culture. 

     This course, designed with our university’s large number of first-generation college students in mind, will investigate how a diverse set of American authors since the beginning 

of the industrial revolution in the 1830s responded to America’s volatile economic climate and began to construct class identities.  From Frederick Douglass’s heroic pursuit of 

freedom and the rights to his own labor, to Herman Melville’s prophetic depiction of mind-numbing office cubicles, to F. Scott Fitzgerald’s poignant portrait of American 

idealism, to Paul Auster’s dystopic figuration of the post-industrial age, American writers can help us to see the ways that class, along with the equally important social sites of 
race and gender, shapes the American experience.  

 

49481 G H 299 Sec. I58   LIV COR VALUES  A. Geisler     ONLINE  

Living Western’s Core Values:  Western Illinois University’s core values are: educational opportunity, social responsibility, personal growth and academic excellence. 

Educational opportunity focuses on taking advantage of the learning opportunities across campus (in the classroom or otherwise). Every person is a part of numerous communities.  

Being socially responsible involves being a positive and contributing member of those communities. Personal growth is about developing into and striving to become a well-
rounded, healthy individual. Academic excellence entails striving to become an active, analytical and life-long learner. This class will encourage students to live the core values 

through readings (based on the foundational principles of the core values), quizzes, discussions and real-world application. For each core value, students will create a project that 

showcases how they lived or implemented that that value. 

 

%43654 G H 299 Sec. 03   COFAC HON SEM  W. Howard   8-8:50  W  MACOMB 

COFAC Honors Seminar:   This will be a seminar that introduces students to the disciplines within Fine Arts and Communication:  Art, Broadcasting, Communication, 
Communication Sciences and Disorders, Music, and Theatre and Dance.  Focusing on an interdisciplinary theme or issue, students will learn to develop collaborative 

research/creative projects, drawing on perspectives from those disciplines.  %Honors College Permission Required. COFAC students only. 

 

43655 G H 299 Sec.  06   DEMYSTIFY GIS  Y. Deng    3-3:50  TH  MACOMB 

Demystifying GIS:  This course will demystify GIS for students of any background.  It will explain how GIS is composed of real-world modeling concepts, ideas, and tools with 
numerous simplifications and complications.  Students will also be motivated to examine why GIS has been used so widely and to develop a correct understanding that GIS, as a 

new and application-oriented science, is meant to deal primarily with the geographic space.  Its popularity lies in the importance of geographic space, together with associated 

theme, scale, and time, in numerous real-world problems.  Next, the course will examine how various components of GIS function as a whole, including principles, software, data, 
maps, people, etc.  It will also introduce a few sample applications of GIS, and students will be encouraged to identify GIS applications in their own field.  A few specialized 

(guest) lectures and hands-on exercises will be organized for students to understand how individual technologies in GIS work, such as remote sensing, GPS, map-making, etc. 

 

+43653 G H 299 Sec. 91   INSD STATE GOV   K. Boeckelman   3:30-4:20   T   MACOMB 

Inside State Government:  This course offers a unique perspective on Illinois state government.  Team taught, students will explore the ways that state government works.  The 

course will conclude with a two-day trip to Springfield. 

+Class meets the second 8 weeks of the semester (March 19 through April 30) and includes a field trip to Springfield.    

 

♦G H 299 Sec.   SCAND TODAY  J. Hancks   ARRANGED 

Scandinavia Today:  Scandinavia Today will examine the Scandinavian countries (Denmark, Sweden, Norway, Iceland, and Finland) in-depth, with special emphasis placed on 

the countries’ institutions and the lives and cultures of the Scandinavian peoples.  Scandinavian countries are often discussed collectively, but this course will focus on only one 

country at a time and explain what makes it unique and distinct.  Through instructor-led and guest lectures, discussing current events, reading recent literature, watching film, and 
other techniques, students will develop a more complete understanding of life and conditions in the examined country.  Students will be challenged to examine the topic country 

critically and make comparisons and contrasts between it and other countries, especially the United States..  ♦Additional costs req’d for trip.  

 

46598 G H 301 Sec. 87   FREEDOM & RESP G. Pettit    10-10:50  MWF  MACOMB 

Freedom and Responsibility:  The course explores philosophical questions related to free will and responsibility.  Since many honors students may have had little or no 

background in philosophy, the course includes a broad  introduction  to the methods and tools of philosophy.  We then apply those tools to the topics of free will, determinism, and 
responsibility.  The course primarily focusses on an investigation of the reasons why free will is important, arguments against the possibility of free will, and how free will may be 

possible.  We will examine various concepts of free will and concerns related to determinism and indeterminism.  We will also investigate how either determinism or 

indeterminism my cause one to question the existence of free will, and some arguments that free will of the kind many people think exists is not even possible.  Toward the end of 
the course, we consider how free will is related to responsibility.  Of primary concern are the metaphysically necessary features that must exist in order for one to be morally 

responsible for their actions.  We will investigate how potential epistemic and metaphysical limitations on a person may limit their moral responsibility, and also consider briefly 

the ramifications for legal responsibility. 

 

43659 G H 302 Sec. 67   ECON SUST FOOD  T. Sadler    11-12:15  TTH  MACOMB 

Sustainable Food:  Most people in our society do not have the time or the inclination to understand the process of food production.  By examining the current state of industrial 

agriculture in this country, its historical context, the economic model in which it persists, and the alternative model of sustainable, local food production, this course makes the 

process clear.  Today, in the United States, industrial agriculture provides the majority of the meat and produce that we consume.  Incredibly, we as a society are separated from 
and, for the most part, uninterested in this industrial process that gives us sustenance.  Many pernicious outcomes, or “negative externalities,” result from this reality.  Soil fertility 

diminishes.  Without the use of chemical applications, the plants we consume are vulnerable to pests and disease.  Obesity inhibits advances in health.  Multi-billion dollar 

agricultural subsidies prop up an inferior economic system of monoculture.  The system relies on imported energy, which contributes to global warming.  Alternatively, 
sustainable, local food production, which is growing as a share of total food production, addresses each of these problems.  It also leads to many positive outcomes, including local 

employment and healthier food. Most importantly, however, sustainable agriculture, such as local, organic farming, leads to greater knowledge of the crucial connection between 

food production and consumption and thereby addresses what Wendell Berry calls “the great destructiveness of the industrial age…a division, a sort of divorce, in our economy.” 
 

 

43660 G H 302 Sec. 79   DEMOCRACY GAMES E. Taylor    9:30-10:45 TTH  MACOMB  

The Democracy Games:  This course will use Reacting to the Past simulations to explore the difficulties, dangers, possibilities and promises of democracy through a deep 
engagement with two pivotal moments in the development of democracy.  In the first half of the course, students will be transported to Paris in 1791, during the middle phase of 

the French Revolution, where they will struggle to build a new Constitution for France.  Informed by the work of thinkers such as Jean-Jacques Rousseau and Edmund Burke, 

students will confront issues such as the role of the church in government, freedom of speech, the relationship between property and citizenship, and the legitimacy of violence as a 
tool for revolution.  In the second half of the course, students will leap forward to 1993, to the World Trade Center in Kempton Park, to serve as delegates in the Multiparty 

Negotiating Process charged with building a new constitution  for post-Apartheid South Africa.  Here, they will encounter a how familiar task—constitution building—in an 

entirely novel set of circumstances that will build on their previous experience while also introducing new questions regarding the role of diversity and national identities, the 
importance of consensus building, and th establishment of a process for truth and reconciliation.  Finally, the course will conclude by asking students to identify and reflect on the 

themes explored during the simulations.  These themes will include the nature of and constraints on political power, the relationship between individuals, national and ethnic 

groups and the community, and the meaning of justice and social equality. 
 

 
 

 

 
 



 
 
 

 

/43661 G H 333 Sec. 01   INDEP STUDY  R. Hardy     ARRANGED  MACOMB & QC 

Intensive study and writing on interdisciplinary topics to be approved by the Honors College director and faculty supervisors.  Students must have upper-division status.  See the 

Honors Director for more details.  /Permission of Honors College required. 

 

/43662 G H 444 Sec. 01   IND SR RESEARCH R. Hardy     ARRANGED  MACOMB & QC 

Intensive research and preparation of an interdisciplinary senior honors thesis or project report.  Topics to be approved by the Honors College director and faculty supervisor.  See 
the Honors Director for more details.  (Note: students working on senior theses should use course numbers available in their major departments.  GH 444 can be used if no 

departmental course number exists.)  /Permission of Honors College required. 

 

&45849 COMM 241H Sec. 19  INTRO PUB SPKG  S. Macchi    2-3:15         TTH  MACOMB 

Introduction to Public Speaking:  Students in this honors class will receive the same amount of speaking experience and practical instruction as in other sections but will engage 
in a more intensive development of those speeches.  Each student will give three major speeches.  The first will be an informative visual presentation, the second will be an 

argumentative presentation, and the third major speech will be a persuasive presentation.  Students will also deliver some minor, upgraded speeches.   

      The course has two objectives.  The first is to have the students master the practicalities of public speaking.  They will learn and put into play the canonical principles of 
invention, organization, style, memory and delivery, and will do so in both informative and persuasive situations.  The second objective is to introduce students to the richness of 

rhetorical theory.  The section will be conducted in such a way as to promote both goals simultaneously. 

      Speeches will be critiqued by the instructor and the class according to the principles outlined in the texts and discussed in class.  With the exception of the days devoted to 
giving speech assignments, class will be conducted as a seminar and workshop.  Students will be expected to have read the material assigned and be prepared to raise issues about 

the readings.  Discussion will follow the students' reactions.   

&Counts as GH course for satisfying graduation requirements for Honors Scholar status. 

 

&44566 ECON 351H Sec. 01   GLOBAL POVERTY S. Ghimire        3-5:30  W  MACOMB 

Global Economic Poverty Issues: (General Education/Multicultural Studies) (Global Issues) This course on global economic poverty utilizes economic principles to define, 
examine and analyze the scope and breadth of underlying poverty-related policy issues in developing and developed countries. Students in this course will learn to not only define 

and evaluate international measures of economic poverty but also gain greater appreciation for the underlying causes of global poverty and the intricate interconnections between 
different cultures and countries across the globe. The tools learned in this class and subsequent discussions will help our students better navigate and understand the often-

unfamiliar world around them.  This course provides writing opportunities with revision possibilities to better develop students’ critical thinking skills.  &Counts as GH course 

for satisfying graduation requirements for Honors Scholar status.  
   

&44367    CS 114H  Sec. 02       INTRO COMP SCI       J. Covert       11-11:50  MWF                     MACOMB  
(General Education/Mathematics and Natural Sciences) This course is an introduction to computer algorithms, problem specification, correctness, computer structure, sets, truth 

tables, functions, and iteration. Presentation of basic principles of a current programming language is also included.  Credit cannot be given for CS 114H after or in the same 

semester as credit is given for CS 214. Credit cannot be given for CS 114H and CS 211 or CS 212 or CS 201.  &Counts as GH course for satisfying graduation requirements for Honors 

Scholar status.  

 

&44062   ANTH/WS 395H  Sec. 01      GENDER & ENVIR      H. McIlvaine-Newsad    2-3:15  TTH                 MACOMB 

Gender, Race & Environment: (General Education/Multicultural Studies)  Students in this course will explore research, scholarship, and fictional works on the relationship 

among gender, race, and the environment from an ecofeminist perspective. The first part of the course will examine the various schools of ecofeminism. The main part of the 
course will explore the relationship between women in the developing world and their environment.  The course will conclude with consideration of the impact of women, 

feminists, and ecofeminist writings on the local and global environmental movements.  &Counts as GH course for satisfying graduation requirements for Honors Scholar 

status. 

 

&46610   REL 111H  Sec. 02      WEST RELIGIONS      A. Carr     9:30-10:45 TTH                 MACOMB 

Western Religions: (General Education/Humanities or Multicultural Studies) (Global Issues) A comparative introduction to the “religions of Abraham” –Judaism, Christianity, 

and Islam—with attention to historical development, scriptures, beliefs, practices, and diverse cultural expressions.   &Counts as GH course for satisfying graduation 

requirements for Honors Scholar status. 

 
 


