
 

 

GENERAL HONORS COURSES – Spring 2018 

 
With the exception of the required one hour G H 299, the following General Honors courses may be used to fulfill requirements in the University’s General 

Education:  G H 101, 201, and 301 in the GE area of the humanities; G H 102, 202, 302 in the GE area of the social sciences; G H 103, 203, 303 in the GE area 

of mathematics and the natural sciences; G H 104, 204 in the GE area of math and the natural sciences with lab.  

 

Note that G H 101 may be taken as Advanced Placement Credit for English 180 OR English 280, but not for both English 180 and 280.   

G H 101 may be repeated only if taken in a different department.  However, AP credit may only be earned once.  A student may NOT take G H 101 

and earn AP credit for ENG 180 and then repeat the course to earn AP credit for ENG 280. 

 

 38194 G H 101 Sec. 33 FILM POP CULTUR R. Di Carmine 1-1:50  MW  Simpkins 220 MACOMB 

       Also meets    2-4:00 M Simpkins 220  

 38195 G H 101 Sec. 06    PAKISTANI LIT  S. Rahman 10-10:50 MWF Simpkins 027 MACOMB 

 41163 G H 101 Sec. 07    PAKISTANI LIT  S. Rahman 11-11:50 MWF Simpkins 027 MACOMB 

 38191 G H 101 Sec. 71 ASIAN-AMER LIT  M. Allison  1-1:50 MWF Simpkins 214 MACOMB 

 38192 G H 101 Sec. 96 KING ARTHUR  M. Sinex  9:30-10:45 TTH Simpkins 027 MACOMB 

 38193 G H 101 Sec. 97 KING ARTHUR  M. Sinex  2-3:15 TTH Simpkins 027 MACOMB 

 /38214 G H 101 Sec. Q11 MEANINGFL LIVES B. Porter  12:30-1:45   TH QCC 2404 QC 

 /41066 G H 299 Sec. Q08 SCIENCE & POL  J. Rabchuk 3:30-4:20  M QCC 1112 QC 

 %37881 G H 299 Sec. 03 COFAC HON SEM  S. House,  8-8:50 W Sallee 228 MACOMB 

          J. Wroblewski, J. Galioto    

 38204 G H 299 Sec. I19 CYBER BAGGAGE  J. Myers   ONLINE    MACOMB & QC  

 37942 G H 299 Sec. 06   DEMYSTIFY GIS  Y. Deng  11-11:50 T Tillman 307 MACOMB 

 +41069 G H 299 Sec. 21 INNOVATIVE IDEA F.E. Brooks  12-12:50 TTH Morgan 307 MACOMB 

 *42137 G H 299 Sec. 29 POL CARTOONING D. McArthur, 4-5:40 T Garwood 10 MACOMB 

          F.E. Brooks 

 ♦+41068 G H 299 Sec. 43 MASS RESIST  F.E. Brooks 4-4:50 MW Morgan 230 MACOMB  

 ♦41148 G H 299 Sec. V16 DEVELOP ANDES P. Bidegaray ARRANGED   MACOMB & QC 

 37879 G H 302 Sec. 33 POSTMOD THOUGHT D. Sandage 6:30-9:00 W Morgan  322 MACOMB 

 37876 G H 302 Sec. 67 ECON SUST FOOD K. Mitchell 12:30-1:45 TTH Stipes 215 MACOMB 

 41060 G H 302 Sec. 79 DEMOCRACY GAMES E. Taylor  9:30-10:45 TTH Morgan 316 MACOMB 

 /26328 G H 333 Sec. 01 INDEP STUDY  R. Hardy   ARRANGED   MACOMB & QC 

 /26329 G H 444 Sec. 01 IND SR RESEARCH R. Hardy   ARRANGED   MACOMB & QC 

 &35001 COMM 241H Sec. 25 INTRO PUB SPKG D. Zanolla  9:30-10:45    TTH Memorial 340 MACOMB 

 &36078 ECON 351H Sec. 01 GLOBAL POVERTY S. P. Ghimire     3-5:30 W Stipes 319 MACOMB 

 &34873 CS 114H Sec. 02 INTRO COMP SCI  J. Covert   11:00-11:50 MWF Stipes 210 MACOMB 

 &37896 ANTH/WS 395H Sec. 01  GENDER & ENVIR  H. McIlvaine-Newsad 3-5:30 W Morgan 322 MACOMB 

 
/Honors College permission required.  

%Honors College permission required, COFAC students only 
+Class meets first eight weeks 

*Class meets second eight weeks 

♦Add’l Costs Required for Trip and special registration procedures for the course. 
&Counts as G H course for satisfying graduation requirements for Honors Scholar status. 

 

 

38194 G H 101 Sec. 33   FILM POP CULTUR R. Di Carmine   1-1:50   MW   MACOMB 

       Also meets      2-4:00  M   

Film and Popular Culture:  This course will survey the ways in which film changed popular culture throughout the world. As a visual medium, film was one of the first universal 
art forms, and a powerful force in shaping a world that was coming to understand itself as more than a collection of nation-states. Through film, the world of the twentieth century 

opened up, as, for instance, the films of Charlie Chaplin were screened and loved everywhere in the world in the 1920s. This course will investigate how the medium of film and 

the institutions of cinema created a new, shared language for the world. While that language was primarily visual, everywhere in the world people were also writing about film: 
philosophers, art historians, sociologists, scientists all had much to say. Just as revealing, too, are the ways in which film was written about and talked about by journalists and, 

most importantly, ordinary people, the fans. We will pay special attention to how people write about film. Film writing reveals changing technologies, social contexts and norms, 

and provides both scholars and ordinary fans a vehicle to assess, celebrate, and contest the emerging meanings of modernity.  Over the course of the semester, our goal is to 
understand how film played a pivotal role in creating a new and unprecedented popular culture, and we will enter into that culture as writers ourselves.  

 

38195 G H 101 Sec. 06  PAKISTANI LIT  S.  Rahman   10-10:50               MWF            MACOMB 

41163 G H 101 Sec. 07  PAKISTANI LIT  S.  Rahman   11-11:50               MWF            MACOMB 

Pakistani Literature:  This course will provide you with an overview of Pakistani literature written in Pakistan and in the diasporas of the U.K. and the U.S.  We will study texts 

that address the experiences of Partition, Civil War, and contemporary violence in Pakistan from a number of different perspectives.  We will also grapple with issues of 
nationalism, feminism and migration. 

 

38191 G H 101 Sec. 71  ASIAN-AMER LIT  M. Allison               1-1:50  MWF  MACOMB 

Asian-American Literature:  This course will examine Asian and Asian-American literature in order to better understand common conceptions and misconceptions of Asians and 

Asian-Americans.  Throughout history Europeans and their descendants have participated in the process of Orientalism; they have created an exotic other out of the “East”.  We 

will read literature of immigration and literature of displacement as we examine how and why the Asian-American experience may be different from that of other immigrants to 
America.  Through exploration of this literature and several films we will learn how different writers create new identities for themselves and their cultural groups.  Further, we 

will see how they conceptualize the American experience and the American dream.   

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

38192 G H 101 Sec. 96   KING ARTHUR  M. Sinex    9:30-10:45 TTH  MACOMB 

38193 G H 101 Sec. 97   KING ARTHUR  M. Sinex    2-3:15  TTH  MACOMB 

King Arthur:  “King Arthur in Our Time” has been designed for students seeking ENG 180 or 280 credit. This class will introduce you to some of the notable retellings and 

interpretations of Arthurian material drawn from literary works and the visual arts of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. Recognizing the importance of Malory’s Morte 
Darthur as an inspiration for nineteenth-century poets, we will read selections from it as we encounter the poetic treatments of Morris and Tennyson. The course will also provide 

you with opportunities to use film treatments and contemporary fiction in your written work since many students first encounter Arthurian themes and characters in films and in 

computer games. We will read works illustrating several genres (e.g. poetry, novel) and study book illustrations (Doré) and paintings of the Pre-Raphaelites. The works selected 
will illustrate the Arthurian Revival of the nineteenth century. 

 

/38214 G H 101 Sec. Q11   MEANINGFL LIVES B. Porter    12:30-1:45  TTH   QC  

Stranger Than Fiction:  Happiness, Hope, and Meaningful Lives:  This course will allow students to engage literature, film, and recent happiness research for the purpose of 

choosing habits of mind and life practices that will support them in their own pursuits of “happiness.”  The course will begin with an overview of the ways in which the study of 

literature can be transformative---“a lamp of knowledge, a symbol of enlightenment and a path to immeasurable freedom”  (Gikandi).  From there, students will engage in a study 
of happiness, how it is defined, how it is studied, how it is measured, and how people pursue it.  In this context, they will read Tolstoy’s Anna Karenina and discuss the choices 

made by the characters in their pursuits of happiness.  Students will next examine the distinction between a happy life and a meaningful life through reading and discussion of 

Frankl’s Man’s search for Meaning.  In the final third of the course students will read the short stories in Berry’s Fidelity and will consider the ideas of community and hope.  They 
will engage in a service learning project that will allow them opportunities for personal growth as they practice social responsibility and commitment to community./Course meets 

in the Quad-Cities. Honors College permission required. 

       

/41066 G H 299 Sec. Q08   SCIENCE & POL  J. Rabchuk   3:30-4:20   M   QC 

Science and Public Policy:  This course is designed to explore the connection between science and public policy, as it pertains to a variety of issues that affect the environmental, 

social, and economic health of our nation.   The students will explore the issues of terrorism and risk, energy use and regulation, nuclear radiation and waste, space exploration and 
development, global warming and global economics, the future of food production, and the future of automation.   The students will have weekly readings, weekly journal entries, 

and a final project involving the creation of a public policy initiative that either promotes a certain kind of scientific research, or draws on scientific research for its justification and 

estimated impact. ./Course meets in the Quad-Cities. Honors College permission required. 

 

37881 G H 299 Sec. 03   COFAC HON SEM S. House, J. Wroblewski, J. Galioto 8-8:50  W  MACOMB 

COFAC Honors Seminar:   This will be a seminar that introduces students to the disciplines within Fine Arts and Communication:  Art, Broadcasting, Communication, 

Communication Sciences and Disorders, Music, and Theatre and Dance.  Focusing on an interdisciplinary theme or issue, students will learn to develop collaborative 

research/creative projects, drawing on perspectives from those disciplines.  %Honors College Permission Required. COFAC students only. 

 

38204 G H 299 Sec. I19   CYBER BAGGAGE  J. Myers    ONLINE   MACOMB & QC 

Cyberspace Baggage: Privacy and Problems Besieging Online Information:  This online course will examine recent case law and court ordered mandates concerning the legal 
and ethical issues related to information privacy in a technologically savvy society.  This course will address an individual’s legal right to control the collection, use, or distribution 

of information about oneself held by others. Specifically, the course will review online accessibility issues, advantages and disadvantages of maintaining online identities and 

individual branding, and risk assessment and management through legal opinions and ongoing litigation.  
     This course explores the legal impact and effects of the Internet on all aspects of our lives as global citizens.  The course is designed to make the student aware of some of the 

existing and emerging legal and policy issues affecting privacy that arise online. Discussions and debates will be based upon legal readings, research, and videos drawn from court 

cases and legal scholars. The class is designed to encourage students to develop and express their own evidenced-based ideas and to cultivate a technological literacy with which to 
analyze and critique surveillance policies and technologies as social entities from the emerging legal perspective.  

 

37942 G H 299 Sec.  006   DEMYSTIFY GIS  Y. Deng    11-11:50  T  MACOMB 

Demystifying GIS:  This course will demystify GIS for students of any background.  It will explain how GIS is composed of real-world modeling concepts, ideas, and tools with 

numerous simplifications and complications.  Students will also be motivated to examine why GIS has been used so widely and to develop a correct understanding that GIS, as a 

new and application-oriented science, is meant to deal primarily with the geographic space.  Its popularity lies in the importance of geographic space, together with associated 
theme, scale, and time, in numerous real-world problems.  Next, the course will examine how various components of GIS function as a whole, including principles, software, data, 

maps, people, etc.  It will also introduce a few sample applications of GIS, and students will be encouraged to identify GIS applications in their own field.  A few specialized 

(guest) lectures and hands-on exercises will be organized for students to understand how individual technologies in GIS work, such as remote sensing, GPS, map-making, etc. 
 

+41069 G H 299 Sec.  21   INNOVATIVE IDEA F.E. Brooks    12-12:50  TTH  MACOMB 

100 Innovative Ideas That Changed The World:  Many people believe when people collaborate and harness brain power great ideas are birthed. Others believe the greatest ideas 
occurs when a singular brilliant mind focuses a vision and pursues it to perfection.  In both instances, great ideas are a valuable currency of our knowledge economy and a 

necessity in the advancement of the world.  This course will survey several of the world’s greatest breakthroughs, inventions, concepts, and theories that have advanced the world. 

This course will examine political, religious, scientific, technological ideas, and other movements that have improved society. +Class meets 1st 8 weeks 

 

*42137 G H 299 Sec.  29   POL CARTOONING  D. McArthur, F.E. Brooks  4-5:40  T  MACOMB 

Political Cartooning:  This course is an introduction to political cartoons.  Students will learn about the historical relevance and common elements of significant political cartoons 
while surveying and analyzing political cartoons that span the modern period.  Student activities will involve group discussions, lectures, and readings.  Contemporary political 

cartoons that address current political issues will also be examined.  Students will also learn about the elements and skills necessary to create their own original political cartoons.  

Students will have the opportunity to generate and draw their own political cartoons and will be expected to submit their favorite cartoons to one or more professional cartoonist 
for feedback.  No prior drawing or art experience is necessary. *Class meets 2nd 8 weeks 

 

♦+41068 G H 299   Sec. 43     MASS RESIST    F.E. Brooks   4-4:50  MW  MACOMB 

Massive Resistance and Civil Rights in the Changing World:  This course will discuss the American civil rights movement and other social movements and theories associated 

with them. The course will also examine problems with organizing, how people participate in social movements, and how scholars translate outcomes of these movements. There 

will be discussion devoted to how organizations and individuals who participated in the civil rights movement; mobilized community resources, resisted opposition, and gained 
concessions from the local, state, and federal governments. The first part (7 weeks) on the course will be face to face class sessions and the second part (1 week) will be a tour of 

historic civil rights sites in the cities of Memphis, Tennessee, Birmingham, Alabama, Montgomery, Alabama, and Selma, Alabama. Sites to be visited are: Lorraine Motel, 

Birmingham Civil Rights Museum, Kelly Ingram Park, 16th Street Baptist Church, Rosa Parks Museum, Dexter King Memorial Avenue Baptist Church Parsonage, Edmund Pettus 
Bridge, Selma Interpretive Center, Lowndes Interpretive Center, Southern Poverty Law Center, and Alabama State University. ♦Add’l Costs Required for Trip and special 

registration procedures for the course. +Class meets 1st 8 weeks.   

 

♦41148 G H 299   Sec. 16     DEVELOP ANDES    P. Bidegaray   ARRANGED  MACOMB & QC 

Making a Difference: Development and Sustainability in Ecuador: This course will combine classroom sessions with field experiences in the mountains of Ecuador. During 

that time, students will learn about the role of social and economic development at the global level. Class discussions will consider different approaches and development strategies 
implemented internationally with particular reference to sustainability. Later these discussions will be followed by a two-week trip to Ecuador working in close interaction with 

families and communities located in the city of Quito and surrounding communities. During those exchanges, students will get an opportunity to experience the social and 
economic challenges and consider the options to problems faced by local settlers. The course is open to students from different disciplines wanting to learn from testing theoretical 

concepts with real life events. Additionally, this experience will expose participants to the culture of the original settlers of the Americas. With that idea in mind, we will visit 

archaeological sites, museums and attend local cultural events. ♦Add’l Costs Required for Trip and special registration procedures for the course.    

 



 
 

 37879 G H 302 Sec. 33   POSTMOD THOUGHT D. Sandage   6:30-9  W  MACOMB 

Postmodern Thought:  Using sociological analysis, this course examines postmodernism.  It will focus on how postmodernism is both the continuation of modernism and its 
transcendence.  The course will specifically explore the roots of postmodernism, postmodern theory, the effects of language and power systems on ideas and beliefs, the complex 

process of constructing reality, how different societies create different values and beliefs, and how humans relate to their symbolic environment.  An emphasis will be placed on 

the following dimensions of the postmodern world; self-concept, moral and ethical discourse, art and culture, and globalization.  The complexities of postmodern thought, 

including constructivism, deconstruction, irony, pluralism, and multiculturalism will be analyzed.  The numerous criticisms of postmodern theory and postmodern thought will also 

be evaluated. 

 

37876 G H 302 Sec. 67   ECON SUST FOOD  K. Mitchell   12:30-1:45 TTH  MACOMB 

Sustainable Food:  Most people in our society do not have the time or the inclination to understand the process of food production.  By examining the current state of industrial 
agriculture in this country, its historical context, the economic model in which it persists, and the alternative model of sustainable, local food production, this course makes the 

process clear.  Today, in the United States, industrial agriculture provides the majority of the meat and produce that we consume.  Incredibly, we as a society are separated from 

and, for the most part, uninterested in this industrial process that gives us sustenance.  Many pernicious outcomes, or “negative externalities,” result from this reality.  Soil fertility 
diminishes.  Without the use of chemical applications, the plants we consume are vulnerable to pests and disease.  Obesity inhibits advances in health.  Multi-billion dollar 

agricultural subsidies prop up an inferior economic system of monoculture.  The system relies on imported energy, which contributes to global warming.  Alternatively, 

sustainable, local food production, which is growing as a share of total food production, addresses each of these problems.  It also leads to many positive outcomes, including local 
employment and healthier food. Most importantly, however, sustainable agriculture, such as local, organic farming, leads to greater knowledge of the crucial connection between 

food production and consumption and thereby addresses what Wendell Berry calls “the great destructiveness of the industrial age…a division, a sort of divorce, in our economy.” 

 

41060 G H 302 Sec. 79   DEMOCRACY GAMES E. Taylor    9:30-10:45 TTH  MACOMB  

The Democracy Games:  This course will use Reacting to the Past simulations to explore the difficulties, dangers, possibilities and promises of democracy through a deep 
engagement with two pivotal moments in the development of democracy.  In the first half of the course, students will be transported to Paris in 1791, during the middle phase of 

the French Revolution, where they will struggle to build a new Constitution for France.  Informed by the work of thinkers such as Jean-Jacques Rousseau and Edmund Burke, 

students will confront issues such as the role of the church in government, freedom of speech, the relationship between property and citizenship, and the legitimacy of violence as a 

tool for revolution.  In the second half of the course, students will leap forward to 1993, to the World Trade Center in Kempton Park, to serve as delegates in the Multiparty 

Negotiating Process charged with building a new constitution  for post-Apartheid South Africa.  Here, they will encounter a how familiar task—constitution building—in an 
entirely novel set of circumstances that will build on their previous experience while also introducing new questions regarding the role of diversity and national identities, the 

importance of consensus building, and th establishment of a process for truth and reconciliation.  Finally, the course will conclude by asking students to identify and reflect on the 

themes explored during the simulations.  These themes will include the nature of and constraints on political power, the relationship between individuals, national and ethnic 
groups and the community, and the meaning of justice and social equality. 

 

/26328 G H 333 Sec. 01   INDEP STUDY  R. Hardy     ARRANGED  MACOMB & QC 

Intensive study and writing on interdisciplinary topics to be approved by the Honors College director and faculty supervisors.  Students must have upper-division status.  See the 

Honors Director for more details.  /Permission of Honors College required. 

 

/26329 G H 444 Sec. 01   IND SR RESEARCH R. Hardy     ARRANGED  MACOMB & QC 

Intensive research and preparation of an interdisciplinary senior honors thesis or project report.  Topics to be approved by the Honors College director and faculty supervisor.  See 

the Honors Director for more details.  (Note: students working on senior theses should use course numbers available in their major departments.  GH 444 can be used if no 

departmental course number exists.)  /Permission of Honors College required. 

 

&35001 COMM 241H Sec. 25  INTRO PUB SPKG  D. Zanolla     9:30-10:45         TTH  MACOMB 

Introduction to Public Speaking:  Students in this honors class will receive the same amount of speaking experience and practical instruction as in other sections but will engage 

in a more intensive development of those speeches.  Each student will give three major speeches.  The first will be an informative visual presentation, the second will be an 

argumentative presentation, and the third major speech will be a persuasive presentation.  Students will also deliver some minor, upgraded speeches.   

      The course has two objectives.  The first is to have the students master the practicalities of public speaking.  They will learn and put into play the canonical principles of 

invention, organization, style, memory and delivery, and will do so in both informative and persuasive situations.  The second objective is to introduce students to the richness of 

rhetorical theory.  The section will be conducted in such a way as to promote both goals simultaneously. 
      Speeches will be critiqued by the instructor and the class according to the principles outlined in the texts and discussed in class.  With the exception of the days devoted to 

giving speech assignments, class will be conducted as a seminar and workshop.  Students will be expected to have read the material assigned and be prepared to raise issues about 

the readings.  Discussion will follow the students' reactions.   

&Counts as GH course for satisfying graduation requirements for Honors Scholar status. 

 

&36078 ECON 351H Sec. 01   GLOBAL POVERTY S. Ghimire        3-5:30  W  MACOMB 

Global Economic Poverty Issues:  This course on global economic poverty utilizes economic principles to define, examine and analyze the scope and breadth of underlying 

poverty-related policy issues in developing and developed countries. Students in this course will learn to not only define and evaluate international measures of economic poverty 

but also gain greater appreciation for the underlying causes of global poverty and the intricate interconnections between different cultures and countries across the globe. The tools 
learned in this class and subsequent discussions will help our students better navigate and understand the often-unfamiliar world around them.  This course provides writing 

opportunities with revision possibilities to better develop students’ critical thinking skills.  &Counts as GH course for satisfying graduation requirements for Honors Scholar 

status.  
   

&34873    CS 114H  Sec. 02       INTRO COMP SCI       J. Covert       11-11:50  MWF                     MACOMB  
This course is an introduction to computer algorithms, problem specification, correctness, computer structure, sets, truth tables, functions, and iteration. Presentation of basic 

principles of a current programming language is also included.  Credit cannot be given for CS 114H after or in the same semester as credit is given for CS 214. Credit cannot be 

given for CS 114H and CS 211 or CS 212 or CS 201.  &Counts as GH course for satisfying graduation requirements for Honors Scholar status.  

 

&37896   ANTH/WS 395H  Sec. 01      GENDER & ENVIR      H. McIlvaine-Newsad    3-5:30  W                  MACOMB 

Gender, Race & Environment:  Students in this course will explore research, scholarship, and fictional works on the relationship among gender, race, and the environment from 
an ecofeminist perspective. The first part of the course will examine the various schools of ecofeminism. The main part of the course will explore the relationship between women 

in the developing world and their environment.  The course will conclude with consideration of the impact of women, feminists, and ecofeminist writings on the local and global 

environmental movements.  &Counts as GH course for satisfying graduation requirements for Honors Scholar status. 

 


