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SHA Blood Drive a Huge Success!:  Honors student Emily Banigan did a su-

per job organizing the SHA Blood Drive on September 30.  At the end of the 

day, 53 units of blood were donated to the Mississippi Valley Regional 

Blood Center.  Way to go SHA! 

“PSA” by Karissa Graves (excerpt from a Univ100 blog) 

This fall, 18 first year honors students are participating in a “Living Learning Community” pilot program through 

the Honors College. These 18 students are all in two linked honors courses (Patrick McGinty’s Soc 100Yand 

Stacey Macchi’s Univ 100). Stacey Macchi’s students are all blogging about their experiences as new honors 

students at WIU, and she will be sharing some of these blog posts with the E-Letter as the semester progresses. 

This week’s installment is from Karissa Graves below:  
 

I just wanted to make a general blog to let everyone know that I am here for you. If you are having a bad day 

or just need to talk, I will be glad to listen and talk to you. I may not give very good advice, but I am a good 

listener and will give you my personal opinion. My door is usually always open when I am there or we could 

meet up somewhere. I know what it is like to bottle up your feelings and have no one to talk to. So, I would like 

to be that listening ear for someone. Hope everything is going well!  

Last Day to Withdraw is October 30 

The last day to withdraw from a regularly sched-

uled 16 week class this fall is October 30.  If you 

withdraw from a class between now and Octo-

ber 30, you will still be charged for it and it will 

show up on your transcript with a “W” grade. 

Spring Travel Course to Ecuador Focuses on Development and Sustainability 

The Honors College is offering a course next spring that will travel to Ecuador over spring break.  The course is 

called “Making a Difference:  Development and Sustainability in Ecuador” and will be taught by Dr. Pedro 

Bidegaray, the Director of Study Abroad at WIU.  The course will be a GH 302 which will count for three credits 

of social sciences in the general education curriculum.  Students in the class will interact with local communi-

ties in the Andes and consider strategies to address poverty.  There will be special registration procedures for 

the course, and an extra cost for the travel portion (current estimate is $3600).  If you are interested in this 

course, contact your honors advisor, or Dr. Bidegaray for more information at (PE-Bidegaray@wiu.edu), or go 

to the Study Abroad website at:  http://www.wiu.edu/sao/study_abroad/programs/

faculty_led/2017facultyprograms/2017developmentandsustainability/index.php . 

Study Abroad Mini Fairs Next Week 

The WIU Office of Study Abroad will hold two 

“Mini Fairs” next week to spread the word about 

study abroad opportunities for WIU students.  

The first fair will be held in Stipes Hall on Tuesday, 

October 11 from 2pm to 4:30pm.  The second 

fair will be held in Morgan Hall on Wednesday, 

October 12 from 10am to 2pm.  Stop by one of 

these fairs to learn more about Study Abroad! 

“Spring for Books” Applications Due December 1 

The Council of Academic Advisors is sponsoring a $200 book scholarship this year.  Applications are available 

through your academic advisor (including your honors advisor).  Applications are due to the Scholarship Of-

fice (308 Sherman Hall) by December 1, 2016. 



Register on Time for Spring Semester.  See Your Academic Advisor NOW! 

Registration for spring semester begins in early November.  Remember that before you register for classes, you 

MUST meet with your major academic advisor.  You can find a complete list of academic advisors on the uni-

versity web site here:  http://www.wiu.edu/advising/support/Advisor_List_2016-2017.pdf .  Some advisors get 

booked up with appointments weeks in advance, so don’t wait, make your appointment now!  This message 

is brought to you by the Council of Academic Advisors at WIU.   

Experience Western Buddy Program (by Michael Payne) 

We are looking for student volunteers to serve as Experience Western Buddies for the Spring of 2017 semester. Expe-

rience Western is an overnight visit for prospective students to stay on campus, eat in the dining center, and attend 

classes with a current student. Each program is on a Sunday - Monday so Buddies will meet their students on Sun-

day night/eat dinner with them (1.5 hours and dinner is provided) and then take them to breakfast, lunch, and 

classes on the following Monday. Anyone who is interested can fill out the form on PurplePost:https://

orgsync.com/136640/forms/204339, call our office at (309)298-3157, or email al-jensen2@wiu.edu or mr-

payne2@wiu.edu.* Buddies are also required to attend three 1/2 hour training sessions throughout the Fall semes-

ter beginning in October. 

Scenes from the GH 299 COFAC Trip to Springfield, Saturday October 1 

Honors Students Visit Lincoln Museum:  Stacey Macchi’s GH 299 visited the Lincoln Museum in 

Springfield on Saturday, October 1 (photos courtesy of Stacey Macchi).   

Jessica Runquist and Jessica Negley 

Makyra Hewitson and Ellen Ponder with 

Mary Todd Lincoln. 

TEKsystems Open House on October 10 in Downers Grove 

TEKsystems is an international IT staffing firm with offices in the Chicago area.  Former WIU honors student 

Brooke Pappas works as a recruiter at the Downers Grove office and she has told me that TEKsystems is now 

hiring, and that there will be an open house at the Downers Grove office on Monday, October 10 from 5:30 to 

7:30pm.  If you can’t make it to the open house, but have questions about TEKsystems, be sure to contact 

Brooke by email at bpappas@teksystems.com or by phone at (630) 795-3326.  Read more about TEKsystems 

here:  https://www.teksystems.com/en . 
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New Puzzle 

Old Puzzle 

Ya’s Sudoku: 

Two E-Letter readers knew where I saw the lute shown in last week’s 

mystery photo (below and left).   Jennifer 

McNabb and Kim Sedgwick both knew 

that I found the lute in the Archives on the 

6th Floor of the Malpass Library.  Kim also 

knew that the lute originally belonged to 

actor and folksinger Burl Ives.  According to 

Kathy Nichols, who works in the Archives, 

Burl Ives had a brother who lived in nearby 

Colchester, so he spent a lot of time in the area and developed a 

friendship with Western Illinois University.   

Mystery Photo of the Week 

Movies Movies Movies  

This week’s mystery photo>>>: Where on the Macomb campus did I see the Rocky Dog on the 

right? 

The movies currently playing at the Rialto are:  “Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children,”  “Deepwater 

Horizon,”  “Masterminds,”  “Middle School:  Worst Years of My Life,”  “Storks,”  and “The Magnificent Seven.”    

For showtimes, go to http://www.earlann.net/rialtocinemas.html  or call (309) 833-2900.   
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Rocky’s Resources is a One Stop Tutoring Shop for WIU Students 

WIU students have lots of different tutoring options available to them.  There are tutoring sessions at the library, 

in the residence halls, and at the University Advising and Academic Services office in the basement of Memo-

rial Hall.  “Rocky’s Resources” at WIU gathers information about all of these tutoring options and puts them on 

one website here:  http://www.wiu.edu/advising/tutoring/ .  Rocky’s Resources also provides study skills work-

shops throughout the semester.  If you need help with a class, go to Rocky’s Resources! 

SHA Decked the Campus: SHA decorated this window outside the Honors 

College as part of “Deck the Campus” last weekend. 


