
Centennial Honors College 
Western Illinois University 

Undergraduate Research Day 2012 
 

Poster Presentation 

Death in the Desert: Media Portrayal of Murder to Sway Public Opinion 

Nicholas Ulbert 

Faculty Mentor:  Pearlie Strother-Adams 
English and Journalism 

 

Prominent Arizona rancher Robert Krentz was found dead on March 27, 2010, at his 
home less than twenty miles from the U.S-Mexico border. Authorities gathered what 
little evidence they could, which included a phone conversation between Krentz and his 
brother the morning of the murder, and a trail of footprints leading back into Mexico.  
Authorities speculated with what little they had, that Krentz’s killer was an illegal 
immigrant of Mexico.  Nothing was taken from Krentz during the killing.  To this day, the 
murder remains unsolved. 

Around the time of the murder, Arizona legislature was reviewing a bill called SB 1070, 
which later gained the national spotlight for featuring some of the strictest anti-
immigration provisions ever seen. Many across the nation, including many citizens of 
Arizona, said the bill was unjust regarding racial profiling. With the signing of the bill, 
police could theoretically question any person suspected of being illegal. The bill also 
made being illegal a criminal offense. This bill was signed into law April 23, 2010, but 
later blocked after a federal judge filed a preliminary injunction. 

This study, which uses a qualitative semeiotic analysis and quantitative content 
analysis, examines how the murder of Krentz, in relation to the SB 1070 bill, was 
portrayed in the media, primarily looking at platforms that supported the bill. This study 
is important because it shows just how influential the media can be in setting and 
supporting certain political agendas. This murder was far from being solved, yet much of 
the media portrayed assumptions and conclusions that were unsupported by the 
evidence. This type of coverage is irresponsible and unethical. 

The murder is still unsolved. 

 

 


