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Greetings to All, 
 
The 2007/2008 academic year 
was successful yet bitter sweet.  
Our 50+ graduates placed well 
in a healthy job market gaining 
employment in a variety of 
promising positions in public 
accounting, industry and gov-
ernment.  An increasing num-
ber of students remain on cam-
pus for our revised Master of 
Accountancy degree.  Several 
of our seniors elected to enter 
our new integrated undergradu-
ate/graduate degree program to 
get an early start on their mas-
ters program.   
 
On a sad note, five of our ex-
perienced faculty members 
chose this past year as the time 
to retire.  Pouran Espahbodi, 
Tony Falgiani, Marcia Lucas, 
George Peek, and Lucia Peek 
have moved on to their next 
adventure in life, but promise 
to remain connected to the 
Department.  We sent them off 
with sincere “thanks” for their 
valuable contributions to our 
students and graduates and 
wishes for happiness in the 
future. 
 
We were able to find replace-
ments for four of our newest 
emeriti faculty.  The latest 
addition to our faculty show 
great promise for continuing 
the devoted service of those 

retiring.  Charles Pryor, Yuyun 
Sejati, and Kevin Diehl are 
coming to us from graduate 
school with fresh ideas and 
youthful enthusiasm. Susan 
Behling will bring to our De-
partment years of experience as 
a professor and a willingness to 
share her sage advice. 
 
Our alumni continue to succeed 
and enhance the image of 
Western Illinois University and 
the Department. Many give 
back both their time and treas-
ure to the Department.  This 
spring we were able to award 
over $25,000 in scholarships 
primarily funded by our alumni 
to deserving students.  Sam 
Oliva (class of 1977) estab-

lished an Endowed Professorship 
which will be very helpful as we 
search to fill the last position on 
the faculty. 
 
With momentum established by 
our past success, new faculty 
members and the support of our 
alumni and the profession, we are 
looking forward to assisting in 
the development of the account-
ants of the future. 
. 
 
 
 
Jack Elfrink, Chair 
Department of Accountancy 
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DEPARTMENT OF ACCOUNTANCY NEWS 

 

Aaron Becker, Outstanding Senior in the Department of Accoun-
tancy and the College of Business and Technology is recognized 
by Dr. Jack Elfrink at the 2008 Awards Banquet. 



Department of  Accountancy News 

What a year! In the spring of 
2008, Nick Jongerius, Presi-
dent of the WIU Zeta Beta 
Chapter of BAP, was selected 
by the National BAP Board of 
Directors to compete in the 
“Project Run With It” case 
competition at the national 
BAP meeting in Anaheim on 
August 7th and 8th. Nick was 
one of only 60 students from 
across the US to be chosen to 
compete in the case competi-
tion. Teams of four students 
were asked to develop solu-
tions to financial and techno-
logical problems of actual not-
for-profit agencies. The Case 
competition is sponsored by 
Mass-Adams, LLP. Nick was 
teamed with John Mazurek 
from Marquette University and 
Mary Kauffman from the Uni-
versity of Tennessee. Three 

NFP agencies presented the prob-
lems and challenges that they 
face. Each team was assigned an 
agency and was given one day to 
develop a solution. The next day 
each team presented their solution 
to the NFP agency and the judges. 
Nick’s team was one of three 
winning teams and was awarded a 
$1,000 prize for his chapter. Con-
gratulations to Nick and to faculty 
advisor Cheryl Westen. 

Other BAP activities during the 
2007/08 academic year included 
another successful “Meet-the-
Firms” career fair, attendance at 
the regional BAP meeting, and a 
long list of programs and presen-
tations on campus. It was no sur-
prise to anyone that the Zeta Beta 
Chapter of BAP received its 20th 
Superior Chapter Award at the 
Annual Meeting in Anaheim. 
Congratulations to all members of 

Zeta Beta Chapter of BAP. 
This spring marked the be-

ginning of some new events 
being sponsored by BAP.  Dr. 
Marcia Lucas, with the assis-
tance of BAP members, hosted 
the Accounting Challenge III 
on April 11th.  Approximately 
60 area high school students 
came to WIU for the day to 
compete for individual scholar-
ships and team trophies.   

Another first for BAP this 
spring, was the First Annual 
BAP Golf Outing held on 
April 25th at the WIU Harry 
Mussatto golf course. The 
event was designed to bring 
together WIU alumni, firm 
representatives, WIU Depart-
ment of Accountancy students, 
faculty and friends for a fun-
filled afternoon of golf.   

 

three other teams at the IMA 
Annual Meeting held in Tampa 
in June. In preparation for the 
Tampa com-
petition the 
team pre-
sented their 
case solution 
at the Illowa 
parent chap-
ter meeting 
in March. 
They were 
also invited 
to speak at 
the Mid-
America 
Council’s 
Leadership Training Session in 
April. The competition in 
Tampa was fierce.  All four 
teams made outstanding presen-
tations and our SCIMA team is 
proud to have tied for 2nd place.   

Eight SCIMA students at-
tended the IMA Student Confer-
ence in Louisville, KY.  Sean 

The 2007-2008 school year 
marked another award winning 
performance by the Student 
Chapter of the Institute of Man-
agement Accountants 
(SCIMA). For the third con-
secutive year, SCIMA was 
named an “Outstanding Stu-
dent Chapter” by the IMA.  
This award recognizes SCIMA 
as one of the top three student 
chapters in the nation.  In addi-
tion to the Gold Award of 
Excellence, SCIMA won the 
Best Practices Award for Best 
Newsletter in this year’s annual 
competition. Amy Ford is the 
SCIMA faculty advisor and Dr. 
George Peek the IMA Aca-
demic Mentor. 

Five SCIMA students were 
named national finalists in the 
IMA’s Student Video Case 
Competition.  Erin Austin, 
James Kveton, Sean Sutton, 
Greg Piotrowski, and Bernie 
Potkanowicz competed against 

Sutton, current president, and 
James Kveton, former president, 
represented WIU in the Best 

Practices pres-
entation. 
SCIMA had 
another  busy 
year with pro-
fessional, social, 
and community 
events. Field 
trips to Pella in 
Macomb and to 
HNI in Musca-
tine, IA, gave 
students oppor-
tunities to tour 
manufacturing 

facilities.  Social activities in-
cluded bowling and a pumpkin 
carving contest.  In the commu-
nity, SCIMA held two successful 
Salvation Army Food Drives, 
collecting more than 600 bags of 
food. 
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Z E TA B E TA C H A P T E R  O F  BAP 
20T H  S U P E R I O R  C H A P T E R A W A R D 

SCIMA ( S T U D E N T  C H A P T E R  O F  T H E  I M A )  

A N  A W A R D W I N N I N G  Y E A R 

“If  your actions inspire 
others to dream more, 

learn more, do more and 
become more, you are a 

leader .” 

 
John Quincy Adams 

Second Place Winners of the IMA Na-
tional Student Video Case Competition. 

Despite the thunderstorm 
warnings, eleven teams took 
to the greens and completed 
the 18-hole event before the 
rain moved in. The event 
would not have been possible 
without the financial assis-
tance and support of the fol-
lowing hole sponsors: 
Becker CPA Review 
Course, Clifton Gunderson, 
IH Mississippi Valley 
Credit Union, MidAmerica 
National Bank, OSF Me-
morial Medical Center, 
RSM McGladrey, Profes-
sors Nancy Smith, Marcia 
Lucas, Susanna Pender-
gast, and the WIU Depart-
ment of Accountancy. Also, 
CPA Excel generously do-
nated a half scholarship to 
their WIU CPA Excel review 
course. Mark your calendars 
now for next year’s 2nd An-
nual BAP Golf Outing to be 
held on April 24th, 2009.  
We hope to see everyone 
there! 



The Kappa Chi Chapter of 
Beta Alpha Psi  and the Soci-
ety of Accountancy continue 
to work together to provide 
Quad Cities students with lead-
ership opportunities and access 
to professional accountants.  
During the 2007/2008 aca-
demic year Mike Porschke 
from Crippen, Reid and Bowen 
made a presentation on the 
latest developments in the au-
diting profession; Roger 
Purnell, Director of Fraud & 
Abuse Operations for United 
Healthcare, discussed fraud 
investigation in the healthcare 
profession; Larry Roller, 
CPA, discussed accounting 
certifications; and Brandon 
Wilson, a local financial advi-
sor, introduced students to the 
variety of financial planning 
services that accountants may 
offer to their clients. 

BAP and the Society of 
Accountancy were also in-
volved in a number of service 

projects.  BAP worked on a 
financial literacy project that 
targets community college 
students who indicate an inter-
est in transferring to WIU in 
the Quad Cities.  BAP and 
Society of Accountancy mem-
ber participate in the IRS Vol-
unteer In-
come Tax 
Assistance 
(VITA) 
program and 
provide tax 
filing assis-
tance to over 
200 low 
income fami-
lies and indi-
viduals in 
the Quad 
Cities area. 
Tax returns 
are prepared 
and filed 
electronically with the IRS.  
This program has gained a 
reputation for excellence and 

outstanding service to the Quad 
Cities communities. 

BAP and the Society of 
Accountancy also took part in a 
number of professional devel-
opment activities including a 
visit to the Chicago Board of 
Trade and the Federal Reserve, 

an eti-
quette 
dinner and 
reception, 
and par-
ticipation 
in the 
BAP re-
gional 
meeting in 
St. Louis. 
 
 
 
 

 

Holly Leuchtenberg, also in the 
master of accountancy program, 
placed third in the graduate com-
petition for her paper “A Study of 
the Many Roles an Internal Audi-
tor Takes with regard to Business 

Ethics.” Con-
gratulations to 
each of these 
students and to 
Dr. Lucia Peek 
who each year 
encourages 
students in her 
auditing classes 
to submit pa-
pers for the 
competition. 
 
Senior Ac-

counting major Aaron Becker 
was selected as the 2008 Out-

Institute of Internal Auditor 
Manuscript Contest Winners: 

 
Aaron Becker, an undergraduate 
accounting major, was awarded 
second place 
in the under-
graduate 
competition  
for his paper 
on the Sum-
beam fraud 
case.   
Alex Lip-
pert, a mas-
ter of accoun-
tancy student, 
received 2nd 
place for his 
paper entitled 
“Investor Confidence: A Review 
of the SEC and the PCAOB.”  
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QUA D  C I T I E S —A C C O U N T I N G  
ST U D E N T  O RG A N I Z A T I O N S  

Student Awards and Accomplishments 

“Time is neutral and 
does not change things.  

With courage and 
initiative, leaders change 

things.” 

 

Jesse Jackson 
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Robert Allen, Campus Ambassador for 
the Illinois CPA Society, with  Dr. Lucas. 

standing Senior  in the Col-
lege of Business and Technol-
ogy. Aaron has put his ac-
counting career on hold while 
he and members of his band 
pursue success in the world of 
pop music.  
 
Robert Allen, senior account-
ing major, was selected by the 
Illinois CPA Society to be the 
Campus Ambassador at 
WIU. He will be responsible 
for promoting careers in pub-
lic accounting and the CPA 
designation.  Robert also re-
ceived a $4,000 scholarship in 
recognition of his academic 
achievements. 
 

 

Doug Reiling makes a financial 
literacy presentation to accounting 
students at Black Hawk College.  



Department of  Accountancy News 

After a combined total of 
108 years of dedicated teaching 
and service to the WIU Depart-
ment of Accountancy Pouran 
Espahbodi, Tony Falgiani, 
Marcia Lucas, George Peek, 
and Lucia Peek retired during 
the past academic year. 

Pouran Espahbodi came to 
Western in August 2007 as the 
Amoco Professor.  Pouran 
taught financial accounting in 
both the graduate and under-
graduate accounting programs.  
An active researcher, Pouran’s 
works have appeared in such 
journals as the Accounting 
Review and the Journal of 
Business and Finance. Pouran 
also headed the internship pro-
gram and served as editor of 
many professional journals. 

When Tony Falgiani started 
teaching at WIU in the fall of 
1989 he was the first full-time 
faculty member to be assigned 
to teach accounting at the Quad 
Cities campus. With Tony’s 
dedicated teaching and enthusi-
asm, the accounting program in 
the Quad Cities flourished and 
we now have three full time 
faculty teaching there. Tony 
was advisor to the Society of 
Accountancy, and coordinated 
the VITA (Volunteer Income 
Tax Assistance) program which 
provided tax assistance each 
year to over 200 low-income 
taxpayers. Tony and his wife 
Dianne have retired to North 
Carolina where he hopes to 
continue to do some teaching 
and tax work. 

Marcia Lucas, who retired 
in May 2008, started her career 
as a student at WIU where she 
received both her bachelor and 
master’s degrees. After several 
years of professional experi-
ence she returned to the De-
partment of Accountancy in 
1982, taking leave in 1992 to 
work on her Ph.D. at St. Louis 
University. When she retired 

this past spring Marcia had 
been teaching in the Depart-
ment for 26 years and had 
served as interim chair for two 
years.  Marcia was well known 
for her rigorous approach to 
teaching intermediate account-
ing and worked closely with 
students as the Advisor to the 
Accounting Society and as 
Director of the Internship pro-
gram. Recently Marcia worked 
closely with the Illinois CPA 
Society in hosting the Account-
ing Challenge for area high 
school students. 

Lucia and George Peek 
were the third husband and 
wife team hired by the Depart-
ment of Accountancy. They 
came to WIU in 1997 and 
brought to the Department a 
wide array of skills and talents.  
George Peek is a technology 
buff. He helped ensure that the 
Department and the students 
were at the forefront of the 
technology curve. He taught 
accounting systems at the 
graduate and undergraduate 
levels and never tired of learn-
ing himself. He had four ac-
counting certifications (CPA, 
CMA, CFE, and CISA). He 
was instrumental in helping the 
Society of Accountancy be-
come the Student Chapter of 
the IMA (SCIMA) and was the 
faculty mentor of the group 
until he retired.  In June 
2008 he received the IMA 
Outstanding Faculty Men-
tor Award for his years of 
dedicated service to 
SCIMA and to the IMA.  

Like all the other retir-
ees Lucia Peek leaves a 
big void in the Depart-
ment. Not only an out-
standing teacher and re-
searcher, Lucia was one of 
those caring individuals who 
was always available to help a 
student or fellow colleague and 
to mentor new faculty.  She 
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Faculty Retirements 

“A teacher affects 
eternity, he can never tell 

where his influence 
stops.” 

Henry B. Adams 

 

received several awards for her 
creative approaches to teaching and 
was well know for helping prepare 
students to sit for the auditing sec-
tion of the CPA exam.  She has a 
knack for predicting what would be 
tested on the CPA exam. 

If you wish to contact any of the 
above faculty, you can send an e-
mail to one of  the following ad-
dresses: 
Espahbodi: p-espahbodi@wiu.edu  
Falgiani: aa-falgiani@wiu.edu 
Lucas: mj-lucas@wiu.edu 
Peek, G: g-peek@wiu.edu 
Peek, L: l-peek@wiu.edu 



Department of  Accountancy News 

Professor Peek, who 
joined the Department of 
Accountancy faculty in 
1987, was nominated for the 
Academic Mentor of the 
Year Award by SCIMA 
advisor and accountancy 
instructor Amy Ford, who 
was once Professor Peek's 
student. SCIMA President 
Sean Sutton and former 
President James Kveton 
joined Amy Ford and Diana 
McCabe, the first SCIMA 
faculty advisor, in nominat-
ing George for this award. 

“George's support has 
been the backbone for the 
success  WIU has achieved 
in the past 15 years with 

IMA. One pervasive theme 
is that George is always 
there for our students”. Ford 
added “I am proud to call 
Dr. Peek our IMA academic 
mentor.” 

Professor Peek was rec-
ognized at the IMA Na-
tional Conference in Tampa 
in June. For those of you 
who might wish to con-
gratulate Dr. Peek his e-mail 
address is g-peek@wiu.edu. 
 
 
 

Dr. George Peek, Professor 
of Accountancy and Student 
Chapter of the Institute of 
Management Accountants 
(SCIMA) Academic Men-
tor, has been named the 
Institute of Management 
Accountants (IMA) Aca-
demic Mentor of the Year.  

The award recognizes 
George’s commitment to 
promoting the profession 
and supporting students. He 
has worked with WIU's 
SCIMA chapter throughout 
the years, including serving 
as advisor for the student 
video case competition, 
which Western won in 1993 
and 1998 and was a national 

finalist in 1997, 2000, 2002, 
2005, 2006, and 2008. Dur-
ing his tenure as advisor, 
SCIMA has been awarded 
the Silver Award from the 
IMA in 2002-2003 and 
Gold Awards for five con-
secutive academic years 
(2003-2008). The chapter 
has also been named an 
Outstanding Student Chap-
ter for three consecutive 
academic years (2005-
2007), and won the student 
manuscript competitions in 
2004 and 2008. 

 

Susanna Pendergast, Graduate 
Advisor and Instructor in the De-
partment of Accountancy, received 
the Beta Gamma Sigma Professor 
of Year Award at the spring 2008 
Awards Banquet.  The award is 
given each year to an outstanding 
faculty member in the College of 
Business and Technology.  The 
recipient is selected by members of 
BGS for teaching excellence and 
service to students.  Beta Gamma 
Sigma is the honor society serving 
business programs accredited by 
AACSB International - The Asso-
ciation to Advance Collegiate 
Schools of Business. Membership 
in Beta Gamma Sigma is the high-
est recognition a business student 
anywhere in the world can receive.  

Susanna has taught in the De-
partment of Accountancy since 
1994 and was the faculty advisor to 
Beta Alpha Psi from 1994-2006.  
For those of you who might wish to 
congratulation Susanna, her e-mail 
address is:  
sd-pendergast@wiu.edu. 
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Faculty Accomplishments 

“Share your knowledge.  
It is a way to achieve 

immortality“ 

The Dalai Lama 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. George Peek is congratulated by SCIMA Faculty Ad-
visor  Amy Ford, at the IMA National Conference in 

 

Susanna Pendergast receives the 
BGS Professor of the Year Award 
from Dr. Elfrink. 



Sam Oliva has been a gen-
erous and consistent con-
tributor to WIU and the 
Department of Accoun-
tancy. In 2000 he estab-
lished the Samuel N. Oliva 
Endowment: the income 
from this fund supports an-
nual scholarships for West-
ern’s Department of Ac-
countancy. Sam recently 
contributed an additional 
$300,000 to WIU’s Higher 
Values in Higher Education 
campaign by increasing the 
Endowment to $500,000.  

In addition to continuing 
to fund scholarships for 
accounting majors, this fund 
will provide resources to 
assist the Department of 
Accountancy in hiring a 
new faculty member to 
teach auditing. The demand 
for new auditing faculty 
greatly exceeds the supply. 
Sam generous endowment 
will enable the Department 
of Accountancy to offer 
applicants a competitive 
salary. Sam hopes that his 
leadership will inspire other 
alumni to support the De-
partment’s programs. 

The outstanding accom-
plishments of Samuel 
Nicholas Oliva were recog-
nized Saturday, May 10, 
2008, when he was pre-
sented the Western Illinois 
University Distinguished 
Alumnus Award at the 
Spring 2008 Commence-
ment Exercises.  Sam is a 
1977 graduate from the 
WIU accountancy program.  
In 1989 he received the 
WIU Alumni Achievement 
Award and in 2003 the WIU 

College of Business and 
Technology Distinguished 
Alumnus Award.  

 Sam is a Certified Public 
Accountant (CPA) and man-
aging partner at ECS Finan-
cial Services, Inc. He is also 
the founder and CEO of 
Beacon Funding Corpora-
tion, a Northbrook IL equip-
ment leasing company. Sam 
joined ECS Financial in 
1978 and has served as the 
CEO of Beacon since 1990. 
He has also served as a 
managing broker for Cor-
nerstone Realty in North-
brook for 30 years and is the 
president of Liventus De-
sign, an e-commerce web-
site development and con-
sulting firm.  

Sam, who is also a Certi-
fied Management Account-
ant (CMA) and licensed real 
estate broker, is a member 
of the American Institute of 
Certified Public Account-
ants (AICPA), the Illinois 
CPA Society (ICPAS), the 
Institute of Management 
Accountants (IMA), the 
National Association of 
Realtors, and the Illinois 

Realtors Association.  Sam 
has served as chair of the 
WIU Department of Accoun-
tancy Advisory Council and 
as a member of the University 
of Chicago’s Executive MBA 
Board. Sam received his 
MBA from the University of 
Chicago in 1989 and in 2002 
was named Financial Execu-
tive of the Year by the IMA. 
In 1988 Sam received the 
Department of Accountancy 
Outstanding Alumni Award. 
He was named to the Chicago 
Entrepreneurship Hall of 
Fame in 2007. 

While at WIU, Sam 
founded and served as the 
first president of the WIU 
Accounting Society. He is a 
charter member of the Presi-
dent’s National Advisory 
Board at Western and a mem-
ber of the WIU College of 
Business and Technology 
Advisory Board.  

Sam, his wife Marianne, 
and their two children Jacque-
line and Nicholas, came to 
Macomb in May to receive 
the Award and visit old 
friends in the Accountancy 
Department and at Western. 
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AL U M N U S SA M U E L OL I VA  
EN D OW S P RO F E S S O R S H I P 

“Only I have left to say. 
More is thy due than all 

can pay.” 

William Shakespeare 
(Macbeth, Act I) 
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The Oliva family visits with accounting faculty after Sam received 
the Distinguished Alumnus Award on May 10, 2008.  



Department of  Accountancy News 

Four new scholarships were 
established in 2007/2008.  
 
Michael (Mike) Cochrane 
(Class of 1977) and recipi-
ent of the 2007 Outstanding 
Accountancy Alumnus 
Award, funded a scholar-
ship to be awarded annually 
to an accounting major in 
recognition of classroom 
performance and participa-
tion in accounting student 
organizations.  Mike is the 
owner of Michael Cochrane 
and Associates in  Schaum-
burg, Illinois.  His firm spe-
cializes in common interest 
realty associations. The first 
Michael Cochrane Schol-
arship was awarded in the 
Spring of 2008 to Matthew 
Barr. 
 
Stephen Penn (Class of 
1991), who currently chairs 
the Department of Accoun-
tancy Advisory Council, 
recently set up a scholarship 
for a deserving accounting 
major.  Steve is currently a 
partner in the Kansas City 
office of KPMG. The first 

Stephen Penn Scholarship 
was award in the spring of 
2008 to Christina Mealiff. 
 
Craig R. Neader (Class of 
1975) is providing funding 
for two scholarships to be 
awarded each year to ac-
counting majors who have 
been accepted into the new 
Integrated Accounting Pro-
gram (IAP).  The successful 
candidates must also be 
active in Beta Alpha Psi. 
Craig is the owner of the 
Neader Financial Group in 
Geneva, Illinois and will be 
returning to campus in the 
fall of 2008 to make a pres-
entation to members of BAP 
and SCIMA. The first Craig 
R. Neader Scholarship was 
awarded to David Quinn. 
 
In the spring of 2008, Dr. 
Steven C. Hunt and his 
wife, Wendy, established a 
scholarship to be awarded 
annually  to an accounting 
major in the Quad Cities 
program.  The Harriet 
Hunt Memorial Scholar-
ship was established to 

honor Steve’s mother. The 
recipient of the scholarship 
will be selected on the basis 
of academic excellence and 
active participation in ac-
counting organizations.  The 
2008 recipient of this scholar-
ship was Ben McKnight. 
 

taught Principles of Ac-
counting to hundreds of 
sophomore accounting and 
business majors. Jean re-
tired in 1977. Her husband, 
Robert Clow, taught in the 
Physical Education Depart-
ment at WIU and died in 
1979.  

Mrs. Jean L. Clow, instruc-
tor in the Department of 
Accountancy at WIU from 
1962 to 1967 and from 1969 
to 1977 passed away on 
Sunday August 3, 2008, at 
her home in Oviedo, Flor-
ida. Many of you will re-
member Jean for her enthu-
siasm and energy as she 
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NE W SC H O L A R S H I P S 

I N  ME M O R I U M:  E M E R I T U S  
I N S T U C T O R JE AN L.  C L OW 

“You must learn day by 
day, year by year, to 

broaden your horizon.  
The more things you love, 
the more you are interested 
in, the more you enjoy, the 
more you are indignant 

about, the more you have 
left when anything 

happens.” 
 

Ethel Barrymore 

Ben McKnight  receives the Harriet Hunt 
Memorial Scholarship from Wendy Hunt. 



WIU Department of  Accountancy Scholarships 
Awarded at the 2008 Awards Banquet 

 

 

Recipient Source Fund Amount 

Mandeep Mishra BAP Macomb—KPMG Scholarship $500 

Douglas Reiling BAP Quad Cities—CPAexcel Scholarship $1,350 

Eric Trower Department of Accountancy Graduate Scholarship $500 

Erin Austin 
Rachel Kallenbach 

Student Chapter of IMA Scholarships (SCIMA) $350 
$350 

Lance Russell Colonel  Marinda Coultas Wood Endowed Scholarship $1,500 

Erin Austin 
Kamryn Bitting 

J. David Smith Endowed Scholarship $1,000 
$1,000 

Kayla Sharpe 
Devin Bushwell 
Magdalen Kozicka 

Samuel Oliva Endowed Scholarships $2,000 
$1,500 
$1,500 

Gregory Piotrowski George Krull Jr. Scholarship $500 

Rachel Kallenbach Thomas Nardi Endowed Scholarship $500 

Jonathan Myers Penelope J. Yunker Endowed Scholarship $750 

Jason Delong 
Nichole Segura 

Deere & Company Scholarships $1,000 
$1,000 

Robert Allen Bruce Kruse Scholarship $500 

Patricia Lake 
Gretchen Schlund 

IB McGladrey Scholarships $500 
$500 

Ronald Rasmussen Society of Accountancy Scholarship $350 

Broke Gronewold 
Erin Reno 

Thomas Rauman  Endowed Scholarships $500 
$500 

David Quinn Craig R. Neader Scholarship $1,000 

Matthew Barr Michael Cochrane Scholarship $1,000 

Christina Mealiff Steve Penn Scholarship $500 

Ben McKnight Harriet Hunt Memorial Scholarship $500 



CONTRIBUTIONS ESSENTIAL TO THE DEPARTMENT 
OF ACCOUNTANCY’S EXCELLENCE 

   
We are most appreciative of your 
generous support. 
 
Recognition categories include 
the following: 
 
Preferred Partners: 
$1000 and above 
Preferred Leaders: 
$500 to $999 
Supporting Members: 
$250 to $499 
Regular Members: 
$25 to $249 
General Donation: 
To $24 
 
Preferred Partners 
Michael Cochrane 
Jack Elfrink 
George Krull 
KPMG/Peat Marwick  
         Main Foundation 
RSM McGladrey Inc. 
Craig Neader 
Stephen Penn 
Michael Spoden 
 
Preferred Leaders 
William Kirkpatrick 
Stephen McCann 
Gerald Sullivan 
Steve Carter 
BRZ & Associates Inc. 
Peter Jacobus 
William McAlpine 
 
Supporting Members 
William Kenney 
Penny Yunker 
Ray Allen 
Richard Thomas 
Robert Gerecke 
 
 

Regular Members 
Doryon Stanfield 
George Peek 
Jay Turney 
Paul Gilles 
Gary Paice 
Kerry Azbell 
David Cassini 
Dr. Rita Hull 
Dennis/Loretta Dick 
Dennis Armstrong 
George Carlis 
Gary Heaton 
Brett Hoerr 
Glenda Postin 
Jerome Wittkoff 
Dennis Rowan 
Mark Grimmenga 
Dr. Thomas Hines 
Todd Sergeant 
Katherine Williams 
Dell Ann Janney 
Chin Shi 
Richard Uddin 
Terry Hinton 
Donald Haisch 
Vicki Millard 
Mari Spars 
Thomas Looman 
Mari K Rath 
Nancy Moore 
Robert Ruff 
James Bergeron 
Angela Reuschel 
Hardidas Shah 
Julie Warner 
Mark/Sue Walford 
Jay Adkisson 
Jean Anderson 
Kathy Schaefer 
Warren Winkler 
James Schlepphorst 
Terri Allen 
 

Thomas Carroll 
Michale Provenzano 
Kathryn Golter 
Mary Ellen Pfeifer 
Sterling Sims 
Joan Brenner 
Gary Weiler 
Johnnie Barker 
Chad Passley 
Max Comstock 
Clay Dixon 
Hayes Concrete Toppings 
Diana Hetherington 
Kenneth Karman 
Norman Kinnamon 
Richard Altman 
Dawn Fuller 
Kathleen DeBoeuf 
Michael DeMarco 
Raymond Emry 
Dawn Fuller 
Alex Ingels 
Leslie Welbourn 
Judith Baker 
Leslie Girolami 
Mark Godsil 
Brian Tollakson 
Amy Roe 
Dapeng Duan 
Davis Littwin 
Lori Martens 
Viola Biggers 
Kimberly Wendling 
Adam Kestner 
Crystal Kinder 
Alberta Mesey 
Larry Sidwell 
Kathy Reinhardt 
Ray Harrison 
Danny Holmes 
Rhonda Vogel 
Sharon Kauzlarich 
Kimberly Brosnahan 
 



Karen Stumpe 
Vivan Trijillo 
Community Foundation of  
    Centra 
Denise Kimblern 
Gregory Bublitz 
Thomas McCarthy 
Thaddeus Rzeszuto 
Sarah Stenger 
Senjie Sun 
Steven Molburg 
Howard Williams 
Callie Connor 
Jimmie Davis 
Daniel Dubsky 
Kimberly Dunscombe 
Alice Peterson 
Joseph Smith 
Lora Wright 
Weston Courier 
Michael Dick 
Walter Lynn 
Jeffery Walsh 
James Riffice 
Shirley Rockel 
Crystal Jolin 
Richard David 
Duane Winters 
Paul Waldorf 
Jenni McNaughton 
Wayne Wright 
T.J. McCormick-Blindt 
Caterpillar Inc 
Janet Smolinski 
Dennis Copenhaver 
Cheryl McKittrick 
Timothy Turek 
Burlington Northern  
    Santa Fe Foundation 
James Hepner 
CNA Surety 
BHP Minerals International, Inc 
Michael Parr 
Ameren Corporation 
Chicago Mercantile  
    Exchange Foundation 

Thomas Korte 
Bryan Janssen 
Jason Schroeder 
Teresa Smith 
Accenture Foundation, Inc 
Fleetboston Financial Group 
 
 
General Donations 
Christopher Pauli 
Sandra Knobloch 
Susan Tomosovic 
Daniel Houlf 
Tamera Ruff 
Wendy White 
Susan Washabaugh 
Christina Pogue 
Kristin Rodgers 
Karen Butler 
Anna Kyer 
Kenneth Bollin 
Lisa Quick 
Michael Eberhardt 
Catherine Boultinghouse 
Richard McGowan 
Kathryn Stambaugh 
Jason Thomas 
Caroline Kang 
Kelly Weiss 
 
 
Penelope J. Yunker 
Scholarship Fund 
Thomas & Karleen Strayer 
MBIA Insurance Corp 
Holly Deem 
Rosemary Polarine 
Johnnie Barker 
Cathy Dwyer 
Joanne Doerner 
Timothy Moore 
Justin Novotney 
David Holbek 
 
 
 

J. David Smith 
Memorial Fund 
Thomas & Karleen Strayer 
MBIA Insurance Corp 
Rebecca Phillips 
Sijoon Noe 
Karen Fowler 
Twila Moore 
Robert Tuider 
George Breitsameter 
Michael Arzich 
Stephen Banach 
Warren Reinhardt 
Gregory Bublitz 
Northrup Brumman Foundation 



 
 
 
 

 

 
 

ALUMNI UPDATE 
Please help us to update our files so that we may keep you informed of the activities of the stu-
dents and faculty of the Department of Accountancy. We would also like to know of your ac-
complishments and successes. You may print this page and mail it to us or simply e-mail this 
information to the Department of Accountancy at rk-hall2@wiu.edu  
 
Name: ___________________________ E-mail:  _________________________ 
Home address:   ______________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________ 
Home Telephone Number:   ____________________________________________ 
 
Employer:   _________________________   Business e-mail:   ________________ 
Business Address:  ___________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________ 
Business Telephone Number:   _________________________________________ 
 
Information you would like to share with us:   ______________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________ 

Laura Janus 
Outstanding  

Accounting Alumni 
************************ 
Laura Janus, CFA, managing 
partner and CIO-Fixed Income 
of Holland Capital Manage-
ment in Chicago, was awarded 
the Department of Accoun-
tancy Outstanding Alumni 
Award at the Spring 2008 

Awards Banquet.  Laura was 
also the College of Business 
and Technology Executive in 
Residency in September of 
2007. Laura received her 
Bachelor in Accountancy at 

Western and is a Chartered Fi-
nancial Analyst (CFA). Laura is 
a founding partner of Holland 
Capital and serves as the Chief 
Investment Officer of Fixed 
Income and as the Fixed In-
come Portfolio Manager. Laura 
has primary responsibility for 
fixed income research and trad-
ing for the firm. She has over 
37 years of experience manag-
ing taxable fixed income assets.  

Prior to forming the firm in 
1991, Laura joined the invest-
ment department of Mutual 
Trust Life Insurance Company 
and was responsible for credit 
research and management of a 
$200 million fixed income port-
folio. In 1980 she was elected 
Treasurer, which added respon-
sibilities in the areas of banking 
relationships, cash flow man-
agement, and budgets.  Laura 
currently serves on the Advi-
sory Board of the WIU College 
of Business and Technology.   

 

Alumni News Bites 
 
************************ 
Don Berecz (class of 1978) 
joined the faculty at Georgia 
Southern University where he 
is the Director of the Univer-
sity’s Center for Fraud and 
Forensic Studies. Don retired 
from the FBI in 2007 after 23 
years of service. He is a li-
censed polygraph examiner. 
 
Janet Stevens (class of 2001 
and 2002), CPA, was pro-
moted to senior manager of 
Clifton Gunderson's Financial 
Institutions Team. She is a 
member of the WIU Depart-
ment of Accountancy Advi-
sory Council. 
 
Gerald Sullivan (class of 
1973) was appointed leader of 
Multistate Tax Services Group 
for Deloitte Tax LLP. 
 



Department of Accountancy 
Stipes Hall 418 
Western Illinois University 
Macomb, Illinois 61455 
 
Phone: 309 298-1152 
Fax: 309 298-2952 
E-mail: rk-hall2@wiu.edu 

GIFT AGREEMENT FORM 
Department of Accountancy 
Western Illinois University 

 
 To make a gift to the Department of Accountancy, please fill out the form below or to 
give online visit the WIU web site at https://www.wiu.com/giving/  
 
 Name: _______________________________________________________________ 
 
 Address: _____________________________________________________________ 
 
 City:  ___________________________ State: __________ Zip Code: _____________ 
 
 Phone: __________________ E-mail: ______________________________________ 
 

 Apply my contribution as follows: 

□   Use my gift as deemed appropriate by the Department of Accountancy. 
□   Direct my gift to the J. David Smith Memorial Scholarship. 
□   Direct my gift to the Penelope J. Yunker Endowment Fund Scholarship. 
 

 I pledge $____________  Please bill me on ______________________________(date) 
 
 Matching Gifts:  Company Name _________________________________________ 
□ My spouse’s/partner’s company will match  Spouse/Partner____________ 
 

 Payment Form: 

□ Enclosed is my check for $ ________________ 
□ Please bill me on _______________ (date) 
Charge my contribution to: □ VISA    □ MasterCard  □ Discover  □ American Express 
  
Card Number: __________________________________  Expiration Date: ________ 
 
 Signature: ______________________________________ 

 

 Please make checks payable to the “WIU Foundation - Department of  

Accountancy”. 

Contributions to the WIU Department of Accountancy are tax deductible as provided by law. 
Thank you for making a commitment to the Department of Accountancy at Western Illi-
nois University. Your support is greatly appreciated. Please return this form and your con-
tribution to: Department of Accountancy, 418 Stipes, Western Illinois University, 
Macomb, IL 61455. 

We’re on the Web! 
www.wiu.edu/Accountancy/ 

https://www.wiu.com/giving/�
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