
Political Science 315                                                                Dr. Keith Boeckelman 

Illinois Government and Politics                                             420 Morgan Hall 

Spring 2020                                                                             298-1055 

                                                                                                 KA-Boeckelman@wiu.edu 

Office Hours: 

M, T, Th, 2-3:30, and by appointment  

 

                                                        COURSE OVERVIEW 

 

This course is designed to help students understand the politics, government, and policy 

of Illinois.  A major theme of the course will be to evaluate Illinois’ success in 

responding to its citizens’ demands in developing effective public policies. 

 

Required Text: The following book is required for the course, and is available at the 

bookstore. 
 

   Royko, Boss 

 

The Handbook of Illinois Government  will be provided to students in class, and contains 

relevant reference information, including information on legislators and the state 

constitution.  Several other readings are assigned on WesternOnline.  In addition, it is 

recommended that you keep up with relevant Illinois news, especially concerning the 

legislative session, by reading a daily newspaper, such as the Chicago or Springfield 

papers.  The blog www.capitolfax.com is also an excellent source for up-to-date news on 

Illinois politics and government, as is the radio program “State Week in Review” 

https://www.nprillinois.org/programs/state-week#stream/0 and the Illinois Policy 

Review’s blog https://www.illinoispolicy.org/policy-center/   

 

                                                  COURSE OUTLINE 

 

The course is divided into three basic sections, as discussed below. 

 

Part 1 – Regionalism in Illinois (Approximately January 13-February 14) – This section 

of the course will consider how regional conflict has shaped the government and politics 

of Illinois.  We will also consider the political dynamics of particular regions of the state.  

A primary concern of this part of the course will be Chicago politics, but we will also 

examine suburban and downstate areas. 
 

Readings –  Boss (all) 

                    “Who Ruined Illinois”* 

                    “There’s a Lot of Talk About an Illinois Exodus”* 

                     “Will County’s Warehousing Boom Comes at a Price”* 

                    “The Last Refrigerator”* 

                     “Forsaken Egypt”* 

 

 

                          

http://www.capitolfax.com/
https://www.nprillinois.org/programs/state-week#stream/0
https://www.illinoispolicy.org/policy-center/


Part 2 – The Institutions of Illinois Government  (Approximately February 17- April 

3) – This section of the course will focus on the constitutional structure and major 

institutions of Illinois government, including the General Assembly, governor, and 

Supreme Court.  The roles of mediating institutions such as political parties and the 

media will also be considered, as will be the role of Illinois in national politics. 

 

Readings –  

“Michael Madigan is the King of Illinois”* 

“State Legislative Term Limits in Illinois”* 

“Blago: His Life in Prison”* 

“Illinois Political Aide Turned Lobbyist Swings for the Fences and Connects”* 

 “State’s Anti-Gambling Lobbyist is One Tough Church Lady* 

  “Frontline Under Fire”* 

 

Part 3 – Illinois Public Policy (Approximately April 6  – May 1) – This section of the 

course will examine major policy issues in Illinois, including, but not necessarily limited 

to, housing, education, criminal justice, transportation, and the environment.  

 

Readings – 

“Illinois’ Prison Population is Down 20%”* 

“I Used to Preach the Gospel of Education Reform…”* 

“School Segregation’s New Frontier”* 

“Illinois Economic and Fiscal Policy Report”* 

“Poor Left, Rich Thrived When Illinois Hiked Flat Tax”* 

“Illinois Gambles on Future”* 

“TIFs: The Swiss Army Knife”* 

“Illinois Officials Now Say…”* 

“Illinois Cities Turn Their Backs…”* 

“Abortion Restrictions in Surrounding States…”* 

“Inside Public Housing…”* 

 

*These articles are available on WesternOnline, under the “Supplemental Readings” 

section.  To access this, go to www.wiu.edu, and select Westernonline from the 

“myWIU” drop down menu at the top of the page.   To login use your ECOM user name 

and password. Select Political Science 315. 
    
                                                 COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

 

Exams:  There will be three exams, one after each part of the course.  Exams will cover 

lecture material, class discussions, and reading assignments. 

 

Quiz: There will be a quiz on the book Boss on January 31. 

 

Written Work: There will be a long written assignment, a short essay and four in-class 

written exercises, including one based on a local government policy issue, and another 

based on the state budget.  Specific days for the assignments will be announced in 

advance. 

http://www.wiu.edu/


Attendance/Participation – I will take attendance periodically.  It is especially important 

that you attend when we have guest speakers in class.  I will also grade each student 

based on class participation, including participation in various in-class activities.  Each 

student is also required to do three brief presentations based on a current news item in 

Illinois state politics or government, as well as comment on three of the assigned 

readings.  Legislative Simulation – On at least two days during the semester, the class 

will engage in a simulation designed to better understand the workings of the Illinois 

legislature.  Each student will be required to sponsor at least one bill, and attendance is 

mandatory on simulation days.  Failure to attend or meet other responsibilities associated 

with the simulation will lead to a deduction of points from your final course grade. 

 

                                            GENERAL COURSE POLICIES                                            

             

Make-up Exams:  Any make-up exams must be cleared in advance, except in cases of 

sudden illness or family emergency.  In cases when I am not notified in advance, there 

will be at least a one letter grade penalty assessed on the make-up exam.  Make-up exams 

may differ from the original exam. 

 

Late Papers: Late papers will be penalized one point per day.  This policy applies in all 

cases, even if you have a valid excuse. 

 

Class Decorum:  I expect students to come to class on time, remain the entire period 

without walking out in the middle, treat other student respectfully.  In addition, I expect 

you to pretend to pay attention by not working on assignments from other classes or 

cruising facebook, and keeping all cell phones off and out of sight.  Failure to meet 

minimum standards of decorum is cause for reducing your final course grade. 

 

Grading: I will base your grade on the following elements: 

 

     1st exam………………………………. 65 points                

     2nd exam……………………………….70 points                

     Final exam…………………….……….70 points                

     Boss Quiz ……………………………..15 points                

     Long Essay Assignment……………......40 points                 

     In-Class Written Assignments……..…...10 points 

     Short Essay…….……………………....20 points 

     Attendance/Participation/Decorum.….....10 points 

     Total…………………………………….300 points 

 

Final grades will be calculated according to the following scale: 

276-300 = A                        217-233 = C 

270-275 = A-                       210-216 = C- 

264-269 = B+                      204-209 = D+ 

247-263 = B                        187-203 = D 

240-246 = B-                       180-186 = D-    

234-239 = C+                      0-179 = F 



 

 

 

 
                                                     ADA STATEMENT 

 

Students with disabilities: In accordance with University values and disability law, 

students with disabilities may request academic accommodations where there are aspects 

of a course that result in barriers to inclusion or accurate assessment of achievement.  To 

file an official request for disability-related accommodations, please contact the 

Disability Resource Center at 309-298-2512, disability.wiu.edu or in 143 Memorial Hall.  

Please notify the instructor as soon as possible to insure that this course is accessible to 

you in a timely manner.  

 

                        SEX DISCRIMINATION PROHIBITED STATEMENT  

 

University values, Title IX, and other federal and state laws prohibit sex discrimination, 

including sexual assault/misconduct, dating/domestic violence, and stalking.  If you or 

some you know, has been the victim of any of these offenses, we encourage you to report 

this to the Title IX Coordinator at 309-298-1977 or anonymously online at 

http://www.wiu.edu/equal-opportunity_and_and_access/request_form/index.php.  If you 

disclose an incident to a faculty member, the faculty member must notify the Title IX 

Coordinator.  The complete Title IX policy is available at 

http://www.wiu.edu/vpas/policies/titleIX.php. 

 

 
Web address for student rights and responsibilities: 

 

http://www.wiu.edu/provost/students.php 

 

Web address for academic integrity policy: 

 

http://www.wiu.edu/policies/acintegrity.php 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.wiu.edu/equal-opportunity_and_and_access/request_form/index.php
http://www.wiu.edu/provost/students.php
http://www.wiu.edu/policies/acintegrity.php


Political Science 315/Long Essay Assignment   

Your assignment is to compare Illinois with another state that might serve as a state to 

emulate/learn from as Illinois addresses its problems.  Specifically, your paper should address the 

following issues/questions: 

 

 How does the state’s performance in recent years compare to that of Illinois.  You should 

compare  trends in the economy, income/poverty, population gain/loss, educational 

performance, crime rates, and other relevant factors.  A good place to start to get a 

general statistical comparison of different states is the Census Bureau’s web site, 

especially, but not limited to, http://www.census.gov/quickfacts/ 

 What other important differences characterize the two states, e.g. demographics, weather, 

etc. 

 What major problems has the state faced?  How comparable and relevant are they to 

Illinois’ problems? Explain.   

 What are the major political/policy issues the state considered in its 2019 spring 

legislative session, and how are they similar to or different than Illinois?   How dioes this 

state approach public policy differently than Illinois?  Explain. 

 Who is the governor, and how is he/she similar to or different than Governor Pritzker?  

How do their visions for the state differ and how are they similar?  In comparing their 

visions, you should compare Governor Pritzker’s State of the State, which will be 

covered in class with the State of the State or comparable speech of the governor of the 

comparison state (you can use the 2019 speech, if 2020 is not yet available).  Governors’ 

speeches are usually available on their respective websites.  What are the implications of 

the similarities and differences? 

 Based on the foregoing, what conclusions can you reach about what Illinois can learn 

from this state, both from its success and its mistakes?  What guidance does the 

experience of this state suggest about how Illinois should solve its problems?  Do you 

think it would be politically realistic for Illinois to emulate this state?  Explain. 

 

Your paper will be graded primarily on your ability to make convincing arguments based on 

evidence, as well as the quality and quantity of research, and the extent to which you fully 

address the points above.  I will also take into account organization, grammar, and spelling.  All 

sources for the paper must be listed at the end in a works cited page.  All quotes and major 

factual statements must also be cited internally.  Failure to cite others’ work is plagiarism, 

and will be punished by receiving no credit for the assignment.  (If have no or few internal 

citations, you probably have a problem).  I don’t have a particular preference for citation style, so 

use what you are most comfortable with. 

 

In addition to the sources suggested above, newspapers and state-level political blogs are useful 

for your research.  This link provides a list of some politics blogs for each state.  

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-fix/wp/2013/03/12/the-fixs-best-state-based-political-

blogs-extended-edition/  The library’s newspaper databases, available at 

http://www.wiu.edu/libraries/databases/index.php?subjid=44&showonesubj=1&submitf=Go 

are good sources for what’s going on in both Illinois and in other states.  The blog “Stateline” 

https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/blogs/stateline also has good information on 

state policy and political issues. 

 

The paper is due on March 4 and should be around seven pages long.  All late papers will be 

penalized one point per day, regardless of the reason.  We will discuss the findings from the paper 

on the day they are due.   

http://www.census.gov/quickfacts/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-fix/wp/2013/03/12/the-fixs-best-state-based-political-blogs-extended-edition/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-fix/wp/2013/03/12/the-fixs-best-state-based-political-blogs-extended-edition/
http://www.wiu.edu/libraries/databases/index.php?subjid=44&showonesubj=1&submitf=Go
https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/blogs/stateline


Political Science 315/ Short Essay Assignment 

 

Choose a member of the Illinois House of Representatives, who has been in office for at least 

one term (i.e., since 2015).  You must let me know in advance whom you choose – first come, 

first served.  Write a short paper (around three to four pages) addressing the legislator’s 

background and describing a bill he/she might sponsor. 

 

Part 1 – Legislator Overview 

 Give a brief biography of the legislator, including his/her background, political 

experience, and political party.  Most legislators have web sites that provide this 

information.  Many are connected to the web site www.ilga.gov.  

 Briefly describe what the legislator’s district is like –e.g., rural, urban, suburban – if 

possible, discuss what type of person lives there. 

 Describe the legislator’s voting patterns, which interest groups support and oppose 

him/her, and who is giving him/her campaign contributions.  Information is available 

on the Project Vote Smart web site at www.votesmart.org.  Enter the Representative’s 

name in the box at the top of the page, and click on it.  Then, click on relevant folders 

(“votes,” “ratings,” and “funding” are particularly useful.  Biographical information is 

also available here if you can’t find it elsewhere).  Information on campaign 

contributors is also available at the Illinois Sunshine Project database, 

http://illinoissunshine.org.  Use the search box to find the relevant person.  A variety of 

information will appear, but the “supporting committees” material is usually the most 

relevant. 

 

Part 2 – Bill Description 

 Describe a bill that this member would be likely to sponsor.  It can be something he/she is 

already sponsoring, or a bill that you think would be a good idea that he/she might like 

to sponsor.  Discuss what the bill would do and which section of the Illinois Revised 

Statutes it would amend.  You should provide the chapter number and title – The 

Illinois Revised Statutes are available in the Government Documents section of the 

library (3rd floor) or online as the Illinois Compiled Statutes at the Illinois General 

Assembly web site www.ilga.gov.  This site also allows you to see what bills your 

legislator is currently sponsoring.  Click “Members” under “House.”  This will take 

you to a list of Representatives and the bills they are sponsoring. 

 A background discussion of why it is necessary, including any arguments for the bill 

 An analysis of possible critiques of the bill and how you would answer them 

 An overview of who would likely support and oppose this bill and why 

 

For background information, you may use state political blogs, such as www.capitolfax.com, or 

https://www.illinoispolicy.org/policy-center/ or the Illinois Issues web site 

http://nprillinois.org/programs/illinois-issues#stream/0, as well as the library’s newspaper 

databases 

http://www.wiu.edu/libraries/databases/index.php?subjid=44&showonesubj=1&submitf=Go 

  

 

This assignment is due on March 23. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ilga.gov/
http://www.votesmart.org/
http://illinoissunshine.org/
http://www.ilga.gov/
http://www.capitolfax.com/
https://www.illinoispolicy.org/policy-center/
http://nprillinois.org/programs/illinois-issues#stream/0
http://www.wiu.edu/libraries/databases/index.php?subjid=44&showonesubj=1&submitf=Go


Political Science 315 

 

Here are some questions to think about as you read “Boss.”  The quiz will not necessarily 

be limited to these questions and it is important to read the entire book. 

 

1. What was Daley’s relationship with the press? 

 

2. What was Daley’s relationship with the City Council like? 

 

3. What was Daley’s neighborhood like when he was growing up?. 

 

4. What was the “Hamburg Athletic Club?  What controversial event was were they 

accused of being involved in in 1919? 

 

5. What offices did Daley hold before he became mayor?  How did he get them? 

 

6. What area of government did Daley develop special expertise in early in his career? 

 

7. What were Daley’s views on corruption?  Which forms were most and least 

acceptable to him?  What was his basic “moral code?” 

 

8. What issues did Daley emphasize early in his term as mayor? 

 

9. What was the “Summerdale Scandal?” 

 

10. What was Daley’s attitude toward black Chicagoans? 

 

11. What happened during the 1968 Chicago convention?  What was Daley’s role? 

 

Some names you should be familiar with: 

 

Thomas Keane 

Benjamin Adamowski 

Arnold Maremont 

William Dawson 

Robert Merriam 

Orlando Wilson 

Benjamin Willis 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


