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Letter from the Editors 

 

It is with great pleasure that we present to you the 2014-2015 issue of the Western Illinois 

Historical Review, the seventh such volume in a growing collection of historical scholarship. By 

sharing these selected works, our aim is simple: to feature the most prominent works of historical 

scholarship produced by Western Illinois University history students. Thus, we are delighted to 

share these three articles in this year’s issue, for they contain both thought-provoking and 

meaningful research that full-time historians will appreciate. In addition, these works also serve 

as quality examples of historical methodology for aspiring undergraduates of history and beyond.  

 

This volume commences with “Roots of Orange: A Comparative Study of the Cape 

Settlement and New Amsterdam,” by Alex Vlastnik. Vlastniks’s article serves to address not only 

the differences in the formation of the Cape settlement and New Amsterdam in South Africa, but, 

more specifically, the similarities between these two locations and how those resemblances are of 

equal importance.  

 

J. Matthew Knake’s article, ‘“Educate to Liberate”: Frantz Fanon, Power, Consciousness, 

and “Black-Centric” Education in the United States and South Africa,”’ follows Vlastnik’s 

article, comparing educational initiatives of the South African Black Consciousness to U.S. 

Black Power Movements. Knake’s article places its focus most prominently on the conceptual 

influences of Frantz Fanon, comparing both of these movements’ critiques of American and 

South African pedagogy in the process.  

 

The final article in this volume, “The Administration of Death: Karl Brandt, Philipp 

Bouhler, Viktor Brack, and Leonardo Conti,” by Zacharey Crawford, aims to shed light onto a 

new perception of the organizational constructions of the Nazi euthanasia programs, ranging 

from 1939 until 1942. To gain this fresh evaluation, Crawford places primary focus four specific 

individuals, all of whom were heavily involved in the preparation and instigation of these 

programs: Dr. Karl Brandt, Viktor Brack, Philipp Bouhler, and Dr. Leonardo Conti.   

 

Each of the three articles shared in this year’s volume of the Western Illinois Historical 

Review derive from Western Illinois University students pursuing their degrees in history. As 

such, each article exemplifies the research and writing qualities the discipline of history demands 

of its understudies. With this in mind, it is the goal of this year’s volume, and scholarship 

presented, to promote future research and investigation among many more students and to inspire 

them to add their own historical contributions to future volumes of the Western Illinois Historical 

Review. 
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