
i 
 

Letter from the Editors 

 

It is a pleasure to present the 2012-2013 issue of the Western Illinois Historical Review.  Our goal 

is highlight the best scholarship produced by Western Illinois University History students in the course of 

their schoolwork.  We are happy to say that the six articles in this year’s issue contain valuable research 

that can be used by full-time historians, and are also quality examples of historical methodology for 

aspiring undergraduates. 

This issue begins with “The English-Language Military Historiography of Gustavus Adolphus in 

the Thirty Years’ War, 1900-Present,” by Jeremy Murray.  Murray’s article is an ideal historiography on a 

subject that has received relatively minor coverage from English-speaking historians.   Murray breaks 

down different areas of debate among historians, and shows where their arguments conflict and overlap. 

Kyle Tadman’s “An American Provocation:  U.S. Foreign Policy during the Soviet-Afghanistan 

War” offers a detailed political analysis about U.S. intervention in the Soviet-Afghanistan conflict.  

Originally written as a chapter of his graduate thesis, Tadman’s article reflects Master’s-level historical 

research on this international conflict. 

“Robin Hoods: A Myth in Flux,” by Justin Paonessa, examines the history of the popular Robin 

Hood myth from the early 13
th
 century to the late 16

th
 century.  Paonessa shows how the story of Robin 

Hood evolved over the years to reflect the cultural attitudes of various regions, and he looks to other 

historians to determine if a “real” Robin Hood can be identified.  Paonessa’s article does a good job 

applying historical methodology to a topic that is in the cultural mainstream. 

The final three articles focus on American social conflicts during the second half of the 20
th
 

century.  Jessica Toops’ “The Lavender Scare: Persecution of Lesbianism during the Cold War” examines 

the often-overlooked social struggles lesbians faced during the McCarthy era.  Toops’ scholarship 

highlights a lesser-known historical conflict, and is a quality example of emerging studies about women’s 

history, as well as LGBT issues. 

“Peaceful Yet Divided: Western Illinois University’s Student Protest Movement during the 

Vietnam War,” by Bill Welt, examines student anti-war protesting in Macomb, Illinois during the 

Vietnam War.  Welt’s case-study is a great example of a micro-history.  He uses journalism techniques to 

interview participants for first-hand accounts, and utilizes primary sources specific to Western Illinois 

University to make his argument. 

Doug Banwart’s “Jerry Falwell, the Rise of the Moral Majority, and the 1980 Election,” looks at 

the impact of Jerry Falwell and the Moral Majority on politics in the 1980’s.  Banwart’s research adds to a 

currently under-studied area of American history, and shows how to approach a topic that does not have 

an extensive historiography. 

 Each of the articles in this year’s Western Illinois Historical Review was written by a WIU 

History student while pursuing their degree, and they reflect the research and writing skills the major 

demands.  Hopefully this year’s scholarship will promote future research, and can help inspire new 

students to add their own historical contributions in the future. 
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