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 Letter from the Editors 

It is our privilege to present to you the 2011-2012 issue of the Western Illinois Historical 
Review. We are confident that readers will find the range of topics discussed within to be 
engaging, and we are grateful for reader interest. We are thankful, too, for the opportunity to 
present these three examples of the commendable work done by students in Western Illinois 
University’s Department of History. This year’s journal contains the best scholarship from 
history courses. Over the course of the academic year, we reviewed the following articles based 
on our consultations with student contributors and faculty. These articles explore rarely-
considered aspects of well-studied periods in history, proving, as good historical scholarship 
should, that an accurate knowledge of the past results not from fixed understandings but from 
careful, reasoned reconsiderations of previous ideas. These articles contribute to a more complete 
recognition of historical issues by giving them new and different attention. 

 Katherine Fairfield’s work on artistic representations of Queen Elizabeth I considers 
visual and literary representations of the queen while accounting for a large existing body of 
work on the topic. The motivations of those who produced artwork, Fairfield argues, are evident 
in their representations of Elizabeth in various forms of visual art and literature. Fairfield’s work 
provides a window into ideas about gender and monarchial legitimacy during Elizabeth’s time, 
and it gives an impression of Elizabeth’s contested but crucial legacy in British society during 
her rule and after her death. This work was done for Dr. Jennifer McNabb’s research seminar on 
Elizabeth.  

 Michael Lowe’s article comes from a paper done in Dr. Peter Cole’s Bay Area social 
movements research seminar. It discusses the Vietnam Day Committee, a large but short-lived 
antiwar campus group of the 1960s. Many studies of antiwar activism focus on events of the late 
1960s, but Lowe’s work shows the mixed results of this earlier group with national intentions. 
His argument that the group influenced the early New Left but had success only in Berkeley 
pinpoints an early example of a late-1960s trend: antiwar activism caused political polarization 
in the Bay Area, a situation with countless parallels nationwide just a few years later.  

 Nick Mann’s contribution was also completed for Dr. Cole’s research seminar on Bay 
Area social movements. It considers an important part of Bay Area history that is not typically 
associated with this area: the New Right. Mann traces the development of homeowner rights 
politics, a typically conservative issue, alongside fair housing reform, a typically liberal one, in 
this region of California in the 1960s. His work argues that housing, a contested political issue, 
figured prominently in the development of a new conservative agenda. Mann’s work 
demonstrates the complexity of 1960s Bay Area social activism and touches on larger national 
political issues by discussing this distinctive instance of many Californians’ conservatism. 

 This fourth issue of the Western Illinois Historical Review builds upon the examples set 
by the previous three. Although our articles this year focus on three different issues in two 
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distinct periods in history, they employ elements of excellent scholarship for any and all 
historical topics: thorough research, clear writing, critical analysis, and interesting and decisive 
proof for an argument. These skills continue to benefit Western Illinois University’s 
undergraduate and graduate students in history. An education rooted in these essential abilities 
can serve a student (and a future employee) personally and professionally. The exemplary works 
of scholarship in this year’s issue demonstrate that the discipline of history is anything but 
outdated and depends on the competent application of these necessary skills more than ever. This 
journal was founded in hopes of promoting the best student work, and we genuinely hope that 
readers believe we have fulfilled this purpose. We also hope readers find this issue as interesting 
as we did when compiling it. With this in mind, please enjoy the 2011-2012 issue of the Western 
Illinois Historical Review. 

    Kaitlin Benson, Nikita Ernst, and Michael Lowe, WIHR Editors 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




