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Letter from the Editors 
 

We are pleased to present the 2018-2019 issue of the Western Illinois Historical Review, 
the tenth volume in a growing collection of fine undergraduate and graduate scholarship. The 
Department of History at Western Illinois University has many outstanding history students, and 
the WIHR is an excellent forum to showcase the work of some of our best student scholars. In this 
issue, we have three articles that demonstrate meaningful research on New England colonial 
history, post-World War II Japan, and early American legal history that both students of history 
and professional historians will appreciate and find useful.    
 Allison R. Anderson’s “The Salem Witch Trials and the Political Chaos that Caused 
Them: How the Glorious Revolution Kindled the Fire of Colonial Unrest” explores the negative 
impact of King James II’s policies on the New England colonies and of the continued political 
and legal disruption in the region even after the king was removed from the throne. It was during 
this period of turmoil that the Salem Witch Trials took place. Anderson adeptly draws on current 
scholarship and primary sources to offer a compelling explanation for why the break down in the 
legal system permitted such a great injustice to obviously innocent people who were accused, 
convicted, and executed for witchcraft. 
 The second article in this issue, “Navigating Article 9: The Evolution of the Maritime 
Self-Defense Force in Post-War Japan” by Luke Josey, offers a thoughtful examination of 
Japan’s post-World War II constitution self-defense force. Josey makes a convincing argument 
that the Japanese have not been completely reliant on the United States for the defense of their 
nation. In fact, Japan has actively engaged in development of its military capabilities beginning 
in the 1950s and continuing into the twenty-first century. Although the Japanese constitution 
prohibits Japan from creating a military for offensive purposes, the country, due to the aggressive 
behavior of its powerful neighbors and due to the Japan’s increasingly significant global 
economic power, Japanese political leaders have offered creative interpretations of the restrictive 
stipulations under Article 9 of the constitution to build a significant defensive fighting force. 
 The last article in this issue deals with an often-overlooked topic in legal history. Taylor 
Runquist’s “Detestable Offenses: An Examination of Sodomy Laws from Colonial America to 
the Nineteenth Century” is a comparative analysis of British and American legal rulings and of 
the social discourse on homosexuality and homosexual acts in the eighteenth and nineteenth 
centuries. Through a creative use of primary and secondary sources, Runquist examines how 
homosexual acts were dealt with in the two legal systems. Her research reveals how such acts 
went from being viewed as serious moral failings that could be the source of ridicule and 
criminal prosecution to being considered a determent to society that needed to be suppressed and 
prosecuted as grievous criminal acts.    
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