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“The World Within Ourselves”



WELCOME
The Department of History, the College of 

Arts and Sciences, the School of Extended Studies, 
and the Western Illinois University Foundation are 
pleased to present and sponsor the 35th Annual 
History Conference.

If it is true, as the Talmud says, that “he who 
saves a single life, saves the entire world,” it is no less 
valid that knowing the history of one’s self opens the 
door for comprehending all of the world’s past. For 
too long historians toiled with an assumption that 
the most valuable histories were those of a “nation,” 
that is, a group of people with a common language, 
a singular cultural heritage, or the same geographic 
setting. Owing much of its origins to the middle 
of the nineteenth century, professional history 
emerged at a time when European and American 
nation building demanded narratives about a distinct 
people’s past. More recently, however, especially 
given the gains in instant communication, facile 
transportation, and global economic exchange, it 
has become more clear to scholars that much of 
this national history approaches peoples as if they 
lived in total isolation. As incongruous as this is 
to the global realities of today, it is also erroneous 
about the past. As historians are now finding with 
growing frequency, the world has always been much 
more interconnected than previously assumed. For 
this reason, even when we consider a history of 
ourselves—no matter how narrowly we define the 
sense of self—we are implicitly taking up a history 
of the world as a whole.

Although the Annual History Conference here 
at Western Illinois University has always been based 
on the idea that knowing one’s self historically leads 
to a greater understanding of the world, it is so 
with special emphasis this year. As before, speakers 
specializing in their diverse areas of expertise will 
discuss topics having both personal and global 
relevance. While most at the conference will attend 
only three presentations, everyone will receive 
handouts covering each and every talk. We hope that 
our conference will not only satisfy your personal 
passion for the past, but that it would also enable 
you to realize how your own history is connected to 
that of the world.

Special Note: If you are a social studies or 
history teacher employed in a public school in 
Illinois, you are eligible to receive six Continuing 
Professional Development Units (CPDUs) for 
participating in this conference. You must indicate 
your interest in receiving CPDUs by filling in 
the appropriate section of the Registration Form 
included in this brochure. You must also complete 
the required evaluation form at the conclusion of the 
conference.

CONFERENCE ITINERARY

FRIDAY, APRIL 30
7:30-10:00 pm

Reception at the WIU Alumni House, 1009 West Adams Street. Beverages and hors d’oeuvres 
served. Open to all conference registrants and participants.

SATURDAY, MAY 1
8:00-9:00 am

Registration in the Elevator Lobby, Stipes Hall. Continental Breakfast in Stipes 501.

9:00-10:00 am

“1989, Annus Mirabilis? Eastern Europe in the Post Communist-Era”
Nick Pano .....................................................................................Stipes 313

“Strengthening Connections: Military Advising and the Enhancement of Cross-Cultural 
Relations”

Walter Kretchik .............................................................................Stipes 320
“Revolution in the French Caribbean: Slavery, Freedom, and Independence in Haiti, 1789-1804”

Edward Woell ...............................................................................  Stipes 322
“Personal and Political: Black Women in Illinois Party Politics, 1890-1932”

Virginia Boynton ............................................................................Stipes 324

10:10-11:10 am

“Violating the Law to Save It: Lincoln, the Constitution, and the U.S. Civil War”
Timothy Roberts ............................................................................Stipes 313

“Tours of Terror: Auschwitz and Majdanek in the Context of Contemporary Poland” 
Barclay Key ...................................................................................Stipes 320

“The King’s Great Matter and the Monks: Henry VIII and the Dissolution of Monasteries” 
Jennifer McNabb ............................................................................Stipes 322

“Atomic Bomb Survivors and Their Memories of Hiroshima”
Febe Pamonag ................................................................................Stipes 324

11:20 am-12:20 pm

“Polk: The Most Important President You Know Almost Nothing About”
Larry Balsamo ................................................................................Stipes 313

“Mid-West America in the Middle East: The Local Roots of a U.S. Colony in Jerusalem,  
1880-1960” 

Roberto Mazza ...............................................................................Stipes 320
“Victims, Bystanders, and Perpetrators: A Gendered Perspective on Nazi Germany”

Ute Chamberlin .............................................................................Stipes 322
“‘Americans Will Not Tolerate a Loser’: Richard Nixon and the Cambodian Incursion of 1970”

Richard Filipink ..............................................................................Stipes 324

12:45 pm

Luncheon – The Heritage Room, University Union

1:45 pm

Welcome and Introduction of Guest Speaker
Susan Martinelli Fernandez, Interim Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences,  
Western Illinois University

The Larry T. Balsamo Keynote Address
“Imagining Nations of Immigrants”

Donna Gabaccia
Professor of History and Director of the Immigration History Research Center
University of Minnesota
Organization of American Historians Distinguished Lecturer



GUEST SPEAKER

Donna R. Gabaccia is the Rudolph J. Vecoli 
Chair of Immigration History and Director of 
the Immigration History Research Center at the 
University of Minnesota. She has written many books 
and articles on immigrant life in the United States 
and on Italian migration around the world, including 
We Are What We Eat: Ethnic Food and the Making of 
Americans and Italy’s Many Diasporas. She maintains a 
lively interest in interdisciplinary migration studies, 
in part through her teaching of undergraduate and 
graduate courses on migration in global history, and 
in part through her ongoing work on the gendering 
of international migrations. Gabaccia is best known 
for her application of comparative, transnational, and 
international perspectives to the understanding of the 
history of the United States as a Nation of Immigrants. 
Her next book is titled Foreign Relations: An 
International History; it will be published by Princeton 
University Press. The title of Dr. Gabaccia’s address 
for this year’s conference is “Imagining Nations of 
Immigrants.” Donna Gabaccia is a Distinguished 
Lecturer of the Organization of American Historians.

Check us out on the Web at
wiu.edu/noncredit.

WHO SHOULD ATTEND

 Anyone who enjoys history and current 
events—history and social studies teachers at all 
levels, high school and college students, history 
buffs, and, in general, all those who seek a 
better understanding of the present by studying 
the past—will find this conference valuable, 
informative, and entertaining. Those who attend 
will receive new and renewed insights into the 
various fields and specialties of history in an 
informal, collegial atmosphere. 

35th ANNUAL HISTORY CONFERENCE
Registration Form

_______________________________________________________
Name 

______________________
Source Code (see back panel)

_____________________________________________________________________________
Address Where Confirmation Should Be Sent                q  Home     q  Work

__________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip Code 

___________________
E-Mail Address (optional)

_____________________________________________________________________________
Phone (include area code)

_____________________________________________________________________________
Profession (If in education, please indicate the level at which you teach.)

Registration Fees (please check as appropriate) 
q Professional Fee – $69.00 (includes luncheon)
q 
q 

q 
q 
q 

Full-Time Student Fee – $30.00 (includes luncheon)
Full-Time Student Fee – $10.00 (without luncheon)

I would like to receive Continuing Professional Development Units (CPDUs). 
I will attend the April 30 evening reception.
I prefer a vegetarian lunch entrée.

THREE WAYS TO REGISTER
By Mail
q Mail the completed Registration Form 

and check to Non-Credit Programs, Horrabin 
Hall 6, 1 University Circle, Western Illinois 
University, Macomb, IL 61455-1390. Make 
check(s) payable to Western Illinois University.

By Phone
q Call (309) 298-1911 with registration and  
 credit card information.

By Fax
q Fax completed Registration Form with credit  
 card information to (309) 298-2226.

 Charge to
 q  Visa     q  MasterCard     q  Discover

 _________________________________
Credit Card Number 

 _________________________________
CV Code (3 digits)Expiration Date  

 _________________________________
Authorized Signature 

Registration closes April 26, 2010.
Please duplicate this form for additional registrations.

Western Illinois University is in compliance with 
the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. 
Please let us know how we can accommodate any 
special needs you have at least two weeks prior to 
the conference date.



35th ANNUAL HISTORY CONFERENCE

May 1, 2010  u  Stipes Hall & University Union  u  Western Illinois University  u  Macomb, Illinois

GENERAL INFORMATION

Your Registration: Conference registration 
at the “Professional Level” includes a 
reception on the evening of April 30 as 
well as continental breakfast and lunch on 
May 1. Choose among 12 different history 
presentations and receive a conference packet 
containing chronologies, bibliographies, and 
suggestions for further study. 

Easy Registration: There are three ways to 
register.
u Complete the Registration Form 

and return with check or credit card 
information to Non-Credit Programs, 
Horrabin Hall 6, 1 University Circle, 
Western Illinois University, Macomb, IL 
61455-1390.

u Phone with registration and credit card 
information to (309) 298-1911.

u Fax your completed Registration Form 
with complete credit card information to 
the Non-Credit Programs office at  
(309) 298-2226.

Accommodations: As a conference 
participant, you are responsible for making your 
own lodging arrangements. On-campus lodging 
may be obtained at the University Union  
(309-298-1941) and the Olson Conference 
Center (309-298-3500). Off-campus lodging 
may be obtained at Macomb Days Inn 
(309-833-5511), Rodeway Inn (formerly 
AmeriHost Inn, 309-837-2220), Hampton Inn 
(309-837-6000), and Super 8 Motel  
(309-836-8888).

Refund Policy: Western Illinois University 
reserves the right to withdraw a program 
because of unforeseen circumstances or 
insufficient enrollment. If a program is 

canceled, registrants are notified and all fees 
are refunded. A $15 cancellation fee is charged 
to participants who cancel after April 26 (no 
refunds on or after the conference date).

Further Information: Call Non-Credit 
Programs at (309) 298-1911 or e-mail our 
registration staff at Non-Credit@wiu.edu.

Western Illinois University complies with all federal and 
state nondiscrimination laws, orders, and regulations. 
Western Illinois University is an Affirmative Action, Equal 
Opportunity institution and affirms its commitment in 
all programs and activities to nondiscrimination on the 
basis of race, sex, religion, age, sexual orientation, gender 
identity and gender expression, marital status, disability, 
national origin, and status as a disabled veteran or 
Vietnam Era veteran.

Non-Credit Programs
1 University Circle
Macomb, il 61455-1390
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